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Th^ paragraphs of thia work are uum-* 
bered for the purpose of referepce^ that 
tnode being deemed more useful to th^. 
teader tlian a numbering of the pages* 

S. Xo make apologies, for want of 
abilily to, dp that whieh one hm vohua* 
tarily undf^rtaken to do ^ to m^k^ im*-* 
portunate appals to the indulgence of 
^he pub^Q; th^e .lo^st :^<: !]p(^9^si^ 
proceed fxQm aSBs^Mion ^ fuddf,- m aa-* 
i?wer to tbem, ti^ pubfitf^iii^* with pro- 
priety always Isayr^^If eiicb. )b© y<>^' 
consciousness of inability, if so great be 
yc^ur need of mdulgence, why did ypu 
pubJtii^h ? Jf you b^ sincere^, ypu ought 
to have beeA filent: if you be fi<rf dun 
c^e^ bojy. are wf to hfelieve yqorparra*^ 
tivps a]ftddfsq|iptiwar . : 



V PREFACE. 

3. The truth is, that very little of what 
is wortfiy of the name of ability is re- 
quired to perform the task which I have 
undertaken, and which is little more than 
that of writing dpwn an accoimt of what 
I S£^w and what I heard, and these relating 
besides,. to matters by no nieans of an 
occult, or of an extraordinary character. 

4. The motive to the performing of 
tibe ?^ RiDB** was simply this : to gratify 
a wish of my Fathek, who was desirous 
to kpow the real state of the people of 
France, and egp^ciallyipf the yiin?i^r^ 
and /oft^V^^nf; ' anH^ai 4k5'^e motives to 

the PUBLIC ATK>N*>-tfefey*-aV^ such as those, 

t •.•••, «< • 

by wMch, TifeteVsfei^ost authors are 
atimaated. V V'/ \/.;." -^ 

• 61 With respect to the manner of 
executing my task, it is, the reader may 
be assured, the best that I am master of. 
Tlie wish which catiSed me to go to 
France was the best possible security for 



PREFACE. V 

my scjni|^lous. adherence to;tn;th.iii:the 
accQunt ibit was to be l^e fru^t of my 
journey. I have cared much less about 
any thing else than about this. I tra- 
yelied with, that partiltlity fdr England^ 
wluch we dlso uf^urally feel; Inft, I 
have^ in no cai^^ suffered it to. kad me 
out qf the j^th of verodty. 

.,& I h^e set down' aPCi accoiAit Oi 
^Ijing^ day , by ^js intheorcler.inwhieh 
tb^]^ pre«ei^ted themselves to me; aiid^ 
at J^ie end of my Joui^^ I haire put an 
i>mjBX» so fiill a^ coiQplet^^^ that tihe 
rieader wiU be at no loss to fyxtS^', Utia 
f^ mmxAen, alM^ntis^ in the several 
parts of the book^ contained^ uppn any 
particular subject. 

7. In England^ little is known about 

tlie geography of the departments of 

Jrance. We always talk about Normandy, 

Picwdy, Burgundy, Champagne ; and not 

, about this or that department : therefore. 



lis I was desiMus to make my jotirnal AS 
intelligible as 1 coxHA, I httve spoken ot 
provinces &nd not of depttttTfi^tsl * 

, 8« If I ha\re^ in som^ f&w lastAndes;; 
ipobeh faarahly of our ndghbbuirs^ ais is 
the oase, M instance^ with regard ito the 
hard and degra^i^g laboum thr&WQ tipori 
the female sex^ I beg that this harshness 
may be atcii^ed foleljr to %t sense of 
jiiatitej end by Hb maUM t6 ii want tt 
ftfendy feeBngf towards a people^ ^th 
wbose: sotoieiy^ whose hdaestr dealings^ 
and whose poBteti^s,' t wto greatly 
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EIGHT HtlNDREt) MILES 
FRANCE. 

SjlTURBAT MORinNO, 10 OCT. Ift23« 

9. Yiisi'£K])4T fliornhig W^s so unpleasant, 
tbat, isMhg tHe advice of a friend at Dover, 
I liiade tip my mind to the losing of a day ia 
Oat ItoiNnli* The weather, however, got better 
taboot tioon, ssnA ik steam-hoat being about to 
§et dff, 1 got reader, all in hurry, to embark. 
My Mend tras so good as to render me great 
aifiilstanee ih getting myself and horse on board 
in time. The wind was /ne^A, as th« Sailors 
can i€^ and, bebg fair at the same time, the 
steam-boat, whieh was a y%ry £ne vessel, 
brought us over to this place in the short time 
of two hours and a half. 

10. Afe 1 bring a horse over with me, H may 
be well t^ mention some of the partteular» 
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attending bis passage. The manner of putting 
him on board the vessel wasj contrary to my 
expectation^ to sUng bim« Carriages they 
put upon deck $ but a horse has to be lowered, 
by means of a crane, into the hold of. the 
vessel. This operation is attended with very 
little danger to the horse: he goes into the 
air, suspended from the crane, and plunges 
and squeals a good deal. (so did my hors6, at 
least) ; but his strength is so completely sur- 
rounded by the means of strength greater 
than his own, that he is, ^t last, obliged to 
yield to the superiority; and>> trembling and 
tottering /i^ith fear, he sufleiB. himself to >be 
introduced to the apartim^nt appropriated ^to 
passengers of his description. I paid, at Dov^r 
Custom-house, 4s. duty on my horse $ valuing 
lum at j4pi. di^it is, just U. <^ lOL To porters/ 
fckt putting hiijn .on-board, 5^.; and2f. for a 
halter U> tie him up with on board the vessel. 
For his passage, a guinea and a half.. Qa this 
side I pay for. him, to the Commissioner , of 
Customs and Policy, 29 francs and 15 s^iis, 
including duty^i charges for getting him. on 
shore^ and the Commissioner's fee. 

1 1 . 1 pay, for my own passage, half-a-guin/ea. 
For the Custom-house charges on i^y pprt- 
|nanteav> 2 francs j for my passport, 3 francs. 



netoviNCBovAftTOis, ' 9 

12. All the bopiness <m tbis ^ide of tbe waler 
is maaa^ed by one person^ Monsieur the Com- 
missioner^ who is the pmoo jou e<Hi$iilt upon 
every matter. There is more diain one Com- 
missioner in the town ; there is one office pf 
jUs kind attached to every inn or Ufiging' 
house of any consequence ; aftd, when I ray 
one person, I mean that^ in passing through 
Calais, one of the Commissioners of Custom's 
and' Police^- is the only official person that a 
foreigner has any occasion to consult. This 
Commissionei* (Commissaire) is a very civil and 
attentive man^ and^ having all the buainett 
under his own eye, prevents strangers from 
being imposed upon by any officious, person 
belonging to his department. 

13. When I arrived at the hotel {Hotel tfe 
Meariee), after having disembarked my horse^ 
I was conducted into the room where they 
were at dinner at what is called the TMs 
d'Hote. This Toble d'Bote, or Ordinani, is a 
provision for any travellers that may be In the 
house, or passing,* about th« time that the 
dinner is ready. J( they like to dine at tins 
general Table d'H6te, they may^* if not, they 
may dine in a more private manner, just as 
they please. A Table d'Hdte is, also, a place 
at ^irbich people who live m the town, or ar^, at 

B5 
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lea6^ i«f iM ^^^ fj^ ^ ^^^j ^6 fiegnla^, or 
generally^ Officers of fhe HMy^for hx^ance ; . 
ttito.iii'thide^ if thej^ do net te^ hott^^ as tifb 
cAfi it} sod the like. It is^a table like th^df 
ft ht>oirSbi^^h(mse fa Ateeriea^, except ihat^'fti 
Amerleb^ tbdse t^b6 ai^ boarded general!^ 

I4i With tie queer sensations that the tbsi^- ; 
ing« of the steam-boat had )^iiren ine, I dfij; 
not feel inclined to partake in the entertainir. - 
ment goiDg forvrard ^ and so I set myself dowh 
by the' Arfe; I was not, however, without dom*- 
thlUg to attract my attentfon. At the head of 
•the table there stood a shabby looking fellow, 
tightly buttoned up in an oM surtout coat, 
with a black sleek head, and fece almost as 
black, who. When first I went into thfe room, 
iv^iSwWAling. ' i soon perceived that this Was 
intended as ah amusement fbr the compant^ 
Which It certainly might be, for a little whfl^ 
to any botfy; for, such was this person's excel- 
lence in his way, that, before I had been fivfe 
mhnltes in his feompany, he reminded me, I 
thought, of almost every- creature that can 
make a noise. His talent appeared to consist 
WhoBy in mhniery. He prefaced each part of 
his performance by a speech in explanation 
of tBie subject that was to follow* the nighu 



Stgate, the thrash, the cuckoo^ lite iuding fig^ 
every things indeed, he hnitatedwith astonish- 
ing correctness ; but^ when he came .to the 
Jfrog^ it was so palpably his chefd'ctuvre, diat I 
i3oald not help departing from that gta^ity 
wnlcb, out of reverence for French poBteness^ 
I liad managed to preserve throughout the 
yest of his imitations. ^ 

JS. My cheer has been very good at Calais ; 
but, like Gil. Blas in the case of the iroue,l bare 
had to pay for it. My bill is as follows : Tea, 1 
franc and 50 centimes : but before I proceed^ I 
must give a comparative statement of themotiey* 
of the two countries. The legnimoney of account, 
in France, consists ofyraTics^and centimes; that 
i& to say, of francs and hundredths of francs. 
T^iis is in imitation of the United States, who 
h?ive divided their dbKar into a hundred things, 
called cents. The coins in France are six or 
eight in number, and are of copper, silver, and 
gold ; but, the money of account is all that I 
have to do with here, because my object is 
com^rtson. The franc is called also the Uvre. 
A sou is the twentieth part of a franc ; and oT 
course, a centime is the fifth part of a sou. A 
frtmc is equal to ten pence English. A^o» is; of 
course, equal to an English halfpenny. This 
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is Qot^cffy the .propqrtion ^ bul^ i(ls q^ite 
Q6ar enough f(»r all niy purposes. 

16y I now, therefore, proceed with my bill. 
'T«a» 1. franc and 10 sous; half a chicken^ 

1 franc and 10 sons ; lodging^, 2 francs ; bji^ak- 
fast, 1 fraoe and lO^us. . For my hor^y fout^ 
pkotitts (each about half » gallon) of oats^ 

2 francs and 8 sous; two battes (bundles of 
about 10 pounda weight) of bay, I fmncrwd 
16 sous; two picotins of bran, 16 sou^; two 
bottes of atraw^ 16 sous, -All together^i 12 
francs and six sous« ' To the waiter, 1 fi*anc; 
to the chambermaid, I franc; to the boot* 
boy, 10 «)us ; to the ostler> 1 franc. 

17. TJiis bill of 10*, 3d. falls, hQwever, 
^rt of that of the little pillage of Dartford, 
in Kent^ I^Hgk Calais niiuf^t be looked iipon 
as the Dover of Ftanoe. For fer inferior ac- 
commodation at Dartfbrd, my biU was lU. 6d. 
I cannot see the hottes of hoy charged in my 
bill, without being enlightened as to our old 
saying (whibh has so often ,puzzled me), of 
lookmg; far a needle in a bottlb of hay; which 
saying is, . doubtless, of Norman origin, cor- 
ruptjBd by ' us, • wbq bave, at last, put bottle in^ 
ateadof^o«e. r 
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18. Calais has a population of 7j0OO in- 
Iiabitants. It is rather a lively place, on 
account of the numbers of English people 
that are almost constantly arriving here^ and 
those of our country people (for I understand 
there are a great many) that are settled for a 
time in the town^ or about the neighbourhood. 
In the centre of the town there Is a large 
square^ ill which the market is held, and 
within which, indeed, appears to be encom- 
passed the greater part Of the stir and inte^- 
rest that belong to this 7>lace. Ciflais has 
all the appearance of being strongly fortified. 
There are but two ways of entrance to the 
town; namely, one gate leading to the sea 
side, and another gate on the opposite side of 
the town, through which I pass in my way to 
Paris. There are no less than three or four 
gates and drawbridges in succe^siop, besides 
the principal g^te and Its bridge, tlirou)Brh and 
over which people must pass In order to go to 
or come from the town. 



ARDJIBS — PROVINCJB OF ABTOIS. 

(F<tur leagues from Calais.) 

Sunday Moaning, 12 Oct. 

19. A French land-league is equal to two 

and a ha\f EngUsh mlesy or thereabouts} so 
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that my ride of yesterday was only of t^n 
miles; The league is generally supposed to 
be equal to ihree ot our miles, but I am sure 
it is not so much as that. 

20. Yesterday the weather wafe very wet, 
till about noon, when I set off from Calais. 
ComiBg'OUt of Calais I met a diligence, or 
French Qoach, with two outriders. The ca- 
valcade, altogether, was the most uncouth 
thing tk( the kind I had ever seen. I was 
obliged to retreat before it for some distance, 
tp find a convenient place to let, it go by, cln 
account of the fear manifested by my hoi'se. 
I stopped, and let it pa$s. One of the out- 
riders gave my nag a cvk with his whip in 
going by, and I did not expect any salutation 
more polite, from the barbarous appearance 
of the whole concern, and especially from the 
manner in which the horses were drivep along, 
which was, by the bawling of the riders, and 
the clacking of their whips in such a manner 
as almost to stun one. There were five horses 
to the .vehicle, which JoQked as. cumbersome, 
as those things in which th^ carry toUd beasts 
in England, and certainly less handsome/ if 
beauty may be considered in such a' case. 
The driver rode on oi^e of the wheel-hotses, 
which were two abreast of each other, the 
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three otl^ers being all abreast before. A de- , 
scription of the dress of the driver? of these 
carriages would appear* incredible to an 
Xtnglishmati. 1 have seen caricatures of it 
In England j but, I expected to find the mode 
of travelling much altered ; nevertheless, it 
appears to be nearly the same that, it was 
tBiaiy years ago. The driver and the 
outriders wore bootSy which admit of np 
comparison with any thing that 1 ever saw 
before that went by the name of boots.. Take 
off the foot, which was twice as big as feet 
generally are,' the boot is a long fire-bufiket ; 
and if I were to fill a sheet of paper, I could 
not convey a more correct idea of the thing. 
The hxit worn by the wearer? of these boots 
is of the old French fashion j that is to say, 
inclining in its shape towards a pyramwf, the 
width of the crown at the top being, /com- 
pared to its width at the bottom, in aboiit th^ 
same proportion as six inches bear to eigh^. 
The brim of the hat is remarkably small ; and, . 
from uiider the hind part of this hangs ^pigtaUy 
which, in respect to its size, needs no alter- 
ation to msike it correspond with the boots. 
A great part of the poicdei* belonging to the 
pigtail serves, as the rider bumps upon bis 
saddle, to variegate his skeleton jacket, which 
was, in this case, of a blue colour with red collar 
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andctiffsy and of so very Bcaniy a tasbioq, 
that it appeared to be much too small for the 
wearer : it puts one in mind of one of those 
lucky school^boySf who have not been suf- 
ficiently starved to prevent them from grotmng 
out of timr jackets. 

21. The coimtry, after leaving Calais, Is, 
for some miles, entirely flat, 'and has formerly 
been a commoi>, with furae growing upon it. 
1 saw a man at plough at a mile from Calais, 
from whom I found that I had come a mile 
out of my way, having taken the road to 
Dunkirk in mistake. They plough here with 
, three horses a breslst, and with a plough Which 
is ugly, but not so heavy as gome of ours in 
England; and the land appears to be- very 
'well ploughed. 

2^. Before I left Calais yestenlay morning, 
I went to the market, Saturday being market- 
day. I saw many farmers witli their wheat, 
at some samples of .which I looked. The 
wheat seemed to be very gpod \ I did not see 
a bad^ sample. I was surprised to see that 
women had so much to do in the corn-market, 
with which mai'ket they have so little to do 
in England. I supposed, at first, that they 
must ^be buying corn for their own home 
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j(K»99ii)ptipn; but I soon founds. fiym .tbw 
oonverBHtioDy that they were selling com at 
market just the same as if they bad been ineo« 
Mpop. the road I saw a great many people, 
jE^l^y. women^ going to and coming from 
market. They were goings or had been to 
market, it appeared, to buy things for do<- 
mestic use; as those that were going home- 
wards^ .were, I pereeiyed, carrying bread, 
apples, . clothes^ crockery-ware, and ma^y 
othar articles. Th^se. j^^o^le wefe.i^ w^ 
dressed* The labourers pretty mudi in .the 
sam^ &3hion as the English, wijth smock- 
frocks and troi^sei^i, made of a linen stuff of 
a .blue. cQk)ur^ and shoes and hats l|ke the 
^English., Tb^ women are, 8triki9gly uniform 
in their, dress* In wet weather tliey all wear 
cloaks. They very seldom wear bonnets, but 
caps instead, which, when it rains, they coyer 
with a handkerchief, or with the hood of tlieir 
cloaks. I speak here of what are called pea- 
smt^f or country people. 

23. The soil about here is of a dark sandy 
kind, but pretty good. I see some men wait- 
ing on hijgh pattens. 

24. Ardres is a little fortified town, with a 
population of about 1500. Between this place 
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Md ChM9 there is a htidge, called JL^ P<»fi#<^ 

gms^PcoiAly which nam6 meansy tfast tiiera 
te not ftuch aniDtfaer bridge to be found. The 
curiosity, of it Is, that there "are itm ikmah 
crossing each other tinder the bridge at right 
StgnglesTj the one going from St. Omers to Calais^^ 
Bdd the other from Ardres ixi Oratefines. 

29. Set ont from Ardres this mornings 
liard^g sl^t there on accotint of bad weather. 
I'fae tnn^ or auberge, at Which 1 lodged last 
tilght^ y^TBS the best thstt I cotlld find in the place. 
The stable for my horse was close and good^ 
bat not divided into sialU; it was just such a 
stable as ^ good cart-%or$e stable is in England; 
^dt so. cleao^ and not t:epti|i sucfh order^ as 
the stables of inns in England are; never- 
thelisss quite good ei^ough^ excepting only in 
tie circumstance of there beiitg no stalls, 
which * does not do so well where several 
strange horses have to lodge in 'the same 
stable. As soon as I got to the inn I bespoke 
a bed-roqm, to take possession of whicli I 
went ihroiigh the kifcheny and then up stairs 
The bed-furniture and' linen and the rooiji 
were all clean and neat^ ' but in place of a 
carpet^ ther^ was a sprinkling of ^a^d igion 
the floor. The weather was veiy chillf, and 
some dinner which I had asked for was given 
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to ime tfi a room^ comfiif table iil all respects^ 
ftave tbat of its having no fire in it« I wantlid 
very jna<^ to get itiioitoiiie placa wanner Ihaa 
thfe^ and the kitchen being the only plsM 
where I could tee a fi^e^ I made bold to enter 
tbat^ and was rather surprised on beh^g* askecl 
to sie ddwn ihert. I did not find the coinpairf 
di9agreetable> howereri and passed the ev^nl^ 
tn a nianbef m^h to my tatisfaction^ 



ST. OMBBS— PBOymCK OF A]»TO|0« , 
iJSis. leagues from Ardrest) 

SuNPAY Night, 12 Oct. 

ii6u JU I oraie out of Ardret^ ^hia morning^ 
I xiiet: the country peoplej at seem O^loeitf 
goiHg to church* Ax two leagues from Ardret, 
^ai^ed through tbeviUageof jLa JleeouM^ 
A jiretty little pl^ce. The harvest nearly 
fiiuabed. Saw some horse-beansi a good manyi^ 
ttll along the road from Calais. The. bmta 
toe I standing in the fidds in sheaf ^fid in 
»]ioek^ and seem to be very fine; but th^ 
harvest of these is not yet begun* Saw bne 
piede of odts and one piece of iariey, yet in th^ 
field, buteut. Thehiirvest here must have 
been fiill a month later than in the eastern paat 
fif^Kenti that is to say^ at only about .fifty 
miles ofi; The beans have all been housed in* 
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Kent more than a montb. . They grow rape, 
or cokseedy here, from vfhich they wHike.a 
great deal of oil It is sotved in tiie sfHiog 
and transplanted in the fi^Uof the yeav;.nbt 
with a setting-sticky but with a plough. Th;ey 
lay the plants, at about a foot apart, against the 
ploughed land, and then turn a furrow agiiinst 
then), laying a row of plants for every ftirro:w 
they turn. The seed ripens and is harvested 
the following summer. — The soil here is chalky 
and apparently very good; with hard flinty 
hills, and muddy by-roads (in this weather, 
which is wet).— There is a row of planted 
trees, on each side of the great road, for almost 
every step of the way from Calais to this 
place. The trees are, for the most part, i^il- 
lows, black Italian poplai:s, ashes and elms^ 
which' latter appear to be much cultivated in 
4hi8 way. These trees give the roaid and 
country a very fine appearance ; and (which 
i^ by no means an unpleasant circumstance) 
there are no turnpike gates* J have seen 'some 
woods, at a distance, but the land near the road 
is^ in general, very open; in many places, fiir 
aithousand acres, together, and more, nothing 
but an open plain. The cattle that I have 
seen are good. Good cart-horses and good 
cows. As for the sheep, I have se^i very^ 
few, and those were at a distance from the 
road. > 



27. I got to tbis place about eleven o'clock, 
in time to save myself from a ducking. Went 
this afternoon to see the cathedral, which k a 
very fine building; and also to see the ruins 
of the church of S^ Bertin^ a great part' of 
wbich yet remains undemolished by the revo- 
lution, during which the riches of the monks of 
St. Benedict, to whom it belonged, wefe con- 
fiscated. That part of the church which remains^ 
stands on a base of about 120 yards by 60. Tbe 
convient, to which it belonged, is entirely 
destroyed; and the remnant of the church (a 
beautiful piece of building) is now being told 
to build homes for the citizens ! The original 
possessions of this comniunity were immense. 
The ilour-mills that belonged to it have not, 
like the rest of the establishment3 gone out of 
fashion. They remain, and grind wheat to 
feed the people of Saint Omers. AH the land 
which used tp belong to it in the shape of 
beautifnl gardens, is now cut up and built 
upon, or made into gardens of a less JIuxurious 
description. At the entrance, und^r the tower 
of the church, which remains almost perfect, 
there are some statues of saints, in hewed stone, 
over the porch ; but people have knocked off 
their heads and limbs, at different times, and 
have carried these away. 
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28. 1 have stayed^!! this day ad SaioJt Om^vst 
pn account pf my horee h^ng a ikile Icm^ 
I CQusulted a French Farrier, yv^ko told we h^ 
thought the horge only wanted fresh shoeing i^ 
and f^har^ed me 15 $(m, for his fee as, boim^ 
doctor, having, besides, come some distance 
to see the patient. Two new sh<»s for mji 
hofse cost nae 2 francs; but, the hlackamith 
§aid he charged, in this sum, 10 sous e]^^ra,on 
account of his having done the job in the 
t^nglish/a^hion^ which is a little diflFerent from 
the French. 

29. Having some time on my hands, I went 
to ^ee the place, about a mile from Sainl 
Omers, which was once the convent of a cpp^ 
munity of Carthusian Monks, and was pallet 
jLe Convent des Chartreux, This conven)t for;, 
merly possessed a great deal of wealth, aiHl 
included, within its possessions, aconsid^r^Wf^ 
part of the surroundingr country. TM part 
of the land which is yet undivided, abng with, 
die remains of the convent, and the gardens, 
W>w belong to a gentleman of the nam^ of 
X>BNis, wbq is the Post-ma#ter at St, Qn^pv^^ 
and who was so polite as to let me IpoJ^ ft.th^ 
gardens and the compaiatively little that is 



iMiir tpib^ fi^en of tbf Mici«t building. Tha 
l^eater {>wrl of tb^ bttUdiiig a^esm to be 
«Ktiirriiy dfirtroy^. Tbeie ia stilly bovrevcr^ 
a 'very eoBuMidaotm bbuae remttnuif of 
ity iQime of wbicb^ in pSus«B tbmt, hare not 
beefit petdwd up in • modem fiuihioB^ hat 
• Tery w^nemU^ appeeninoe; The remains 
of tiaieoncegmnd btiUding^ itnx to which 
ii tbe Blod»sC kx^ing dwidlDugwhoiiae of Aetr 
fMMlidb prDprielor, wre now mad^ use of an 
the fmtm^Jitmas of the estate^ biMg enffimped 
by cart-houses^ sheds, pig-sties^ and the like^ 
Willi iriifchcimple offices the altered aspect of 
tiie ecmrettt itself T«ry well corresponds* In 
the gardens^ whidi are pf(H;ected by a part of 
ibmt dd wail% I saw a good deal of fine fruit, 
flMmgh there did not appear to be much earC 
beiMtowed on ito cultlvaUon. The pippin d'or, 
and aiarge apple, call^ the cahis, were the best 
of the Apples ibat I saw j but the pears, the ehmt^ 
iMMellCj the etime^dame^ the po^e de laPuceUef 
atid a pear called the inauquetey 'were, I think, 
the Aaest pears I haVe evei" seen, And grew bere 
faa great abtindanee. Excepting thes^ fruits^ 
Aere Was not muGh Vegetation in the garden^ 
mMi '^kikifig df. I saw a Iittle/a/«e bridge 
(u^iMbat .my water undef it), and a lUtle faocnid 
ifmrthf whIA I dioiDd not forget to mientiooi 
bednse th« gardi^iMi* iilfelrmed me that these 
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had beaii made iii itftitaiioii ct out EngBsh 
gardeners. Hie French gardener, h6w«Ver^ did 
not appear to have been enamoared of the 
bridge for any great lengfth of time, for I coiuld 
see that it was going to ruin very hst. There 
was a patdi of potatoes here, and 'a plan- 
tation of young elm-trees. The elm-tree" U^ 
much planted, alongside Of roads and hihesy 
about houses, and in niany of the fields ; and 
these young trees that 1 saw, were intended to 
be planted out, in this way, dn the estate. 

30. This place, Saint Omers, has a popnla^ 
tion of 91,000 inhabitants^ twoor three thousand 
of whom are supposed to be EngUsh people^ 
There is a good deal of manuflBcturihg done 
here, of cIolA, ^2u6, leather, starch, soap, and 
some Other things. There is a college, and m 
playhouse; to the latter of which I saw the 
citizens crowding yesterday, Sunday, evenihg. 
Saint Omers is a fortified town, though not of 
a regular form. The country about it is flaV 
and, to the north west, it is one contuttied 
marsh nearly all the way. to Dunkirk. This 
country of marshes is very curious. It is a 
mass of fields an4 meadows dMded by water 
instead of by hedges and other fences* Caiiab 
afe.the roads, ditches the lanes, and boitts aUd 
raftsi tb^ carte and wi^ons^ and also tbe galea 
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aad sliles. The. land is rich ; it grows com^ 
caiTots^ parsBipsy hemp, and tobacco, whick 
latter is much cultivated in the vicinage of 
Saint Omers, or, correctly, Omer. 

31. The origin of the name of this fine old 
city, is curious and interesting. Tradition 
says, that Om£b was a most pious and active 
man, and that he caused to be drained the 
marshes above mentioned, and enabled the peo- 
ple to cx^ltivate tl;^em. There is not a farmer 
within ten miles of Saint Omers, or a farmer's 
wife, who will not tell you this. Nor is history 
s^ent as to the virtues and services of Ombr, 
who, it appears, was born in the Vale of Gol- 
denthal, near Constance, on the Upper Rhine. 
He is reported to have been of a rich and noble 
family, and to have entered in eai*Iy life into 
the monastery of Lxjxbuil. He was appointed 
BLshop of TjEsaouANS, by King Dagobbrt, in 
63&, in \^hich office he greatly distinguished 
himsdf by his industry, zeal, and piety. ..The 
spot (and most probably a large tract round it) 
where Saint Omers How stands, was,, at the 
]|feriod here spoken of, the domain, or part of 
the doniain of a gentleman, who had been 
.jf^cently converted, and who bestowed it on 
the c^mrdu This spot, which was then called 
SiT£U^U;» was, uader the direction of Ovibr, 
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aided by hfe nephew BrattiN, brought iato 
eultivatioii; and<^ it Omeih founded jk mo- 
niuteiy^ wfaieh he , called the monastery, of 
SiTHisu^ which flourished exceedingly* Ombsl 
died in Q88; and Bertin^ whom he had made 
the chief of the monastery of SiTamir^ died in 
706» in a little hermitage to which he had 
retired. Gratitude to Omjbb caused theeilgry 
which rose up round the monastery, to be 
called by his name ; and the same cause gave 
to the monastery the name of Bertin» Henm 
come the names of this ancient ci^ and of 
that &mous convent, the fragment of the 
church of which I m^itioilted in pai*agraph 27» 
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{Thirieeti kagues from St Omers^ through Aire^ 
JaUhts; and Femes,) . 

39* My bin, for two day's board, and two 
mght'slodgfaig, at Saint Omers, amounted to 
7 francs; and that for the keep of my horse 
during the two days and two nights, 6 francs. 
This wasi not a heavy mm^ considering that i 
was treated with great civility, and tiiat my 
liure was very good, although the inn was no^ 
the hr|rcst in the town*. The French manner 
of cooing is so materlaUy different k6m the 



JSngBA, that it irduld be difficult for me to 
describe^ with particularity, the sort of dinner 
that I got at this inn. The French are fiuned 
'fiir eating a great deal of Vegetable^ and bnt 
little of animal food. 1, however^ have found 
it quite the contrary, as ftr as I coidd judge by 
wimt I saw of theur cookery at Saint Omefs j 
for^ while the people who dined at the Tablt 
(fSifte ate meat in a great variety of shapes, 
t never saw am/ vegetables upon the table, 
•except salad, which the French ar^ very fond- 
of^ and some Bttle piece? cf carrot, onion, and 
gBtUcky which I foond mingling together in 
the soups, fricassees*, and ragouts. 

33. As I came out of Saint Omers this 
morning, I took notice of a fine old churchy, 
which, I was informed, used to be called the 
church of the Jemits. I perceived some strong 
•marks of the Revolution upon its exterior^ 
which is, in general, much de&ced, while the 
gothic window-places are filled up by a neg« 
ligent application of some old hurdles and 
9trcnv, ih the stead of glass, to keep the wea* 
ther out. The inside of the church is don- 
verted into a riiing'School, and a place in . 
SrMch to break in young horses! 

Mi Am is tt foitifted town of considefabte 
c2 
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site, in wblch there are some manu&etures 
like those of Saitit Omers. It is situate at 
the confluence of the rivers Lys and Xiaquette. 
LiUers is a village of no n^te, in paiticular^ on 
the river Navez ; and Femes is a village rather 
larger than Lillers^ but one in which I could 
see nothing very interesting 5 as I may say, 
indeed, of most of the little places in this part 
of the country ; for, except in their situation, 
or the views that surround them, they very 
seldom have any beauty belonging to them. 
The country towns and villages, unlike the 
generality of those in England, are dirty look- 
ing and confined in their streets. They have, 
however, almost without an exception, plenty of 
trees of varipus kinds planted about them, and 
this is a great advantage to their appearance. 

35. The soil hereabouts is stiff, with a good 
deal of brick earth underneath the sm*face; 
In this part of the country the horse-bean 
forms a great proportion of the crop. It is cul- 
tivated here more for the fatting of pigs, than 
as food for horses. There is a vast quantity 
of beans on the land, generally in sheaves, 
andji now and then, some yet growing. The 
manner of harvesting these is, to pull them up 
hy the roots (but they sometimes cut them), 
then bind them m sheaves and> stack them. 
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I saw many women employed in hanresting 
the beans; indeed^ I see womeii doing almost 
every kind of work that is to be done upon a 
farm* There are full as many women em- 
ployed in the fields as there are menf and^ 
I think, even more. They manage and har- 
. vest the^^fiur, a good deal of which is grown 
here> and the crm, of the stalks of which they , 
make brooms, after threshing out the seed, for 
oil. The women appear to do all the tumep" 
Aoeifig.that is required here; but tumeps do 
not seem to be by any means a general ctx>p^ 
for I see but few of them upon the land. Tbe 
4re80 of the women that I ,see at work in tbe 
Selds is coarser. than that commonly worn by 
our labourers' wives and daughters; but, it 
exhibits very little of that raggednet9, which 
now characterizes the dress of so large a pbr* 
tion of those who earn their bread by hard 
work in England. 

36. Along here I see the farmers use a 
swing-plough, a very good implement, as light 
as the English swing-plough, and as neatly 
made as .our ploughs generally are. , The 
pap(]y is one of the crops cultivated in this 
.part. They make use of the poppy, I under- 
f^tand, for medical purposes altogetlier. Num- 
bers of women are busy in the harvesting of 
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these poppies, wliich they tie up iu bundles^ 
when dry, and put i&to stacks, when the seed 
U not collected in the field. Id some p}aces 
I see a parcel of women in a field of poppies, 
with a large piece of sackcloth spread upon 
the ground to catch the seed, which they get 
out of the pods by knocking the heads of two 
bandies of poppies together; just as good mo« 
thers in England very often threaten to do 
with the heads of thehr children, when two 
of them happen So be participators in ona 
fault 

87* In the neighbourhood of this plfice^ 
Saint Pol| ia the little Village of Azincoub^ 
on the plains of which was fought th^ ftanpus 
liatd0 called; the Battle of Minoour, in the 
reigu of Henry the Fifth«^Fin0 wealber 
to«4ay« . 



AMiBKSf PROVINC£ OF PICARDT. 

(Fourteen and a half leagues, through OoulenSy 
Fravant and Talnuu,) 

V Wednesday Eveminq, 15 Oct* 

88. To-day I saw the people in the fields 

threshing out the seeds of flax, which they do 

with a solid piece of thick flat board, or slal^ 

fastened on to a handle ; with this thing tiliey 

rap the flax about on a barn'a floor^ ox on some 



i\VW 



PBOVIKGS Oi PI04Bi>T« - fl| 

bbards or canvass laid down for .the purpos«^ 
in the fidds. Of poppies, also, there is bar<* 
vesting going on here. Oats and vetches are 
much sowed together, as in England, for 
foddirj iBfid they cut them here just as the 
seed of each begins to get Aord, letting them 
lay OB the ground for some time, tiU suffix 
ciently dry, and then they are stacked like 
hay. The oats in this part of the country are 
good; though, further towards Calais^ they 
are very indifferent. This has b^en^ tbey in* 
form me, a singularly backward^ season for 
oats ; and I can sc^e this, indeed, by the quan* 
lity of that crop that remains yet unhoused. 
The other crops that I see upon the gtoviiA 
are lmckwheat3 earrots, and heeti^ with some 
red clover, which is now bdng made intoh^^ 
nbt^thstanding the lateness of the season* 
Much red clover is grown^ as in Epgland, 
along with wh^at Imd barley, for feedjog the 
sheep on, and cutting for hay the Mxt^ year# 
Weather fine; but cold* 

/ 39. I saw something coming along the road^ 
which was quite a novelty to me, although I 
had often heard speak of such before : it was 
a young woman riding on a horse, which was 
in Hw shafts of a cart, and drawing m load of 
flax to tibe farm-yard. The peculiar inoiilier qf 
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'Sitting upon the horse is what I think worthy 
c^ mention^ and th^t was, what we in England 
vulgarly call a straddle. 

« " • ,. . • • « 

' 40.' Between this place and Saint Pol I 
passed, through a village called Boucmaison. 
it is a village of farm-housesy a thing very 
-common here, whei«e there are not, as in 
England, two or three or more good large 
&rin-houses to be found within every mile 
square over the country. The greater part Of 
the country I have come over is very open, 
and the farji^-thouses are not so much distri- 
4>uted over the land as they are in Englafid^ 
but are to be' found in the little hamlets and 
villages, which they serve, in great measure, 

>to compose. This village appeared to have 
scarcely any other than farm-houses in" it. 
They were almost all built in one fashion^ and > 
ofonesize^ with .their ends^ instead of. their 
fronts, facing towards the road. Joining that 
end of the house which is furthest from the 

.road, there is, in general, a continuation of 

. the iMJof, under which is the cart-house, stable, 
pigsty^ and other out-places belonging to the 

, farm-yard. - The. walls of every house^ as far 
as I>^could see, were made of mud, and the 
roofs -tbaU^ed. with straw. The frames of 
the house were very slight^ and the mud 
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walls built up in a rough manner ; and in no 
case did I observe, except in that of one house 
only, that there was any white-wash on the 
outside of the mud. It is probable that the 
name of this place, Bcmcmaitfon, owes its deriva- 
tion to the two French words boue and maison, 
which, in English, mean mud and house. 

i 

• 41. The country is more woody as I come 
on. About here there is much fine beech 
timber, with some oaks, and coppices of hazel 
and withy, and various other sorts of mixed 
underwood. Much of the sowed wheat is up ; 
but I see some of the farmers how sowing 
wheat. ' 
* 
42. The city of Amiens, which is the capilal 
of this. province, is on the river Somme, and 
has a good deal of manufactures in it. It has 
formerly, 1 believe, been well fortified, but 
does not seem to be so at present. Population, 
40,000. The gothic cathedral is well worth 
going to see. It is a beautiful building; and 
is, I am told, the most complete specinien of 
its style of architecture that now remains in 
France. 
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SAINT J0ST— PBOVINCK OF PiqABDY. 

(Thirteen kaguu from AmienSf through HiAerc<mr^, 
Flers, Bret^Uji and Wavignief.) 

THUR90AX EvENiw, ja Oct. 
43. My biU at Amieiis amount^ to ifranos 
and 10 6QU9. I flipped and lodged at th^ km, 
and gave my horse as much as he chose to 
eat* At the Taile d'H6ie, at which I supped, 
there were eight or nine persons besides myr 
self. Here I observed, aa I have done befor^t, 
the great quantity of meat upon the tahic^ 
and the comparatively small quantity oif oe^ 
get(Ales. After we had disposed of divers 
ragouts and fricassees, a roasted shoulder of 
mutton was brought in, hot from the spit. I 
had witnessed the cooking of this as I satby 
the kitchen fire before supper, but had not 
thought of having any of it to eat. However, 
I saw that the shotilder of mutton was eon- 
sidered as no superfluity by those who bad to 
deal with it, for it was almost entirely oon^ 
Bumed before it had been a long while upon 
the lable. Rossbau says, that the French 
people are ni^re gentle and hamane than the 
English ; that they have not so much cruelty^ 
or bloodthu*stiness, in their character, as we 
have. He accounts for this assumed fact by 
supposing that we eat too jpuch of animal food, ^ 
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wbieb is not sufficiently cooked; wUle Us 
countrymen, on the contraryj subsist, in i^ 
great measure, on l^umei, or vegetables. U 
I bad adopted the principle of this great autber^ 
in judging of the company in which I sapped 
at Amiens, their manner of tr^tiiig tbe dmh 
det qf nmltan must have induced mcj.to dottbl 
their possession o( that JumanUy nrhicl^ ftmi 
the courteousness of their bdiavioiur, I gav9 
them full credit for. 

44. I find the ostlers at mm quite poUti 
' enough, though^ in point of work, very di£r 
ferent from the same clas^ .of people in England. 
To clean a horse they make u^ of a mtry* 
comb and a brush (wMch are imported Snm 
England for the purpose) ; but, they will not 
/attgue themselves in thdr application ot tbeaa 
instruments, as I have experienced in the 
case of my own horse, wlueh has not bad m 
real cleaning since I left Dwet. 1 have de* 
iired, upon all occasions, that, he should be 
well cleaned; but I, have met with no ostlcv 
that seemed willing to understand what I 
]Qeant» if I wanted him to keep on combing at 
brushing my horse for mare than » very £sw 
minutes at a time. To waA a hmrse is apt an 
uncommon thikig here. I do not mea» tha 
legs of Ui&hone merety> but almost all ofrnf 
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the carcass of the animal^ even when the 
travellings is not at all muddy. Passer d Veau, 
whidi means, to passy or to go through the 
fcater, is the expression they make use of, when 
they.tfli^lk of taking your horse to the river. or 
pond. The horse is ridden into the water up 
to his belly, and then, on his coming out again, 
if he stand in need of any dressing above where 
the water has reached, the ostler dismounts, 
and, ts^king some water up in his hand, 6r 
with a whisp of straw, dashes it over the lipper 
parts of the horse's body. At Amiens, when 
I got up early -this morning to start, I found, 
when. I went into the stable, that my horse 
h^d been washed ! He was wet nearly all 
over. It was a clear cold morning; and* my 
horse, just returned frani the watering-place, 
stood in tlie midst of- a little fog, if I may so 
describe it, pi^oduced by the co-operation of 
the warmth of his body along with the cold 
water which had been thrown over him by the 
ostler. While I stood wondering to see my 
nag in such a pickle, the ostler came up to 
meV and, making me a very polite bow, said, 
*f I salute you. Sir; you see I have passed your 
horse, through the water." He gave me, at 
the same time, a very arch smile, i^hjcb 
ceenied to say, ^^does he not look nice nmo^f" 
What 002^ I say to such a fellow as tEis ? 



PBOVINCE OF P/CARBT. 3? 

4&. I bave mentioned before, the rows oj 
trees that grow on each side of the road that I 
am travelling. From Calais to this' place, 
with scarcely any open interval, there are 
these two rows of trees all the way.- Elm- 
trees appear to* be the favourites ; but, frcmi 
Talmas to Saint Just, a distance of more than 
twenty leagues^ apple and 'pear trees have been 
employed in this capacity for the whole dis- 
tance, to the exclusion of all others. The 
fruit of these trees is very insipid. The trees 
do not seem to bave beeln selected at all ibr 
their fruit: indeed, most of them appear to 
have come yrom seed^ without any attention 
being paid to them on' any account but' that 
of their wood. ■ They grow about the fields, as 
well as alongside of the roads ; and of the 
apples, such as they are, a good deal of defer is 
niade. I tasted some of this at Flers, where 
I stopped to breakfast, and it was poor stujfl^ 
but, as I was told, very cheap. 

46. I saw, as I passed through some little 
villages, which are composed of farm-homesj 
for the most part,' several women' threshing , 
wJieat and rye with a flail, of the same de- 
scription as that used by the English threshers. 
Women also going to miirket, leading asses 
and mules', of whieh animals great use is made 
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here. Oa the backs of these they brinf loads 
of vegetables of all sorts to the mairkets of thQ 
Uu^er towns and villages, 

47* The soil here is rather lighterj with 
much chidk, in places, on thesur&ee. Sainfoin 
much cultivated. Some lucerne j the greenest 
crop on dte ground, except the coleseed {coUa^ 
they call it here : our name is a corruption)^ 
whibh is a very general crop, all along the 
road; Sheep here} two kinds, FkmUh sheep, 
and ^am$h sheep; the latter, in some places^ 
looking very well. They tell me that these 
havedejranerofedin France; but th^y are fiir^ 
the best, in every respect, that I have s^q 
yet. The Flemish sheep are very poor things ; 
coarse in the fleece, long-legged, like deer# 
and light in the carcass. There are, how* 
ever, some of these that are pretty good sheep j 
but, comparing the best of them with almost 
any kind of our English sheep, they are de« 
cidedly had. 

48; I stopped to breakfast to-day at Fler^^ 
I paid 1 franc for my breakfast, smd 5 sous for 
a feed of oats for my horse. The coffee that 
they gave me here was exceedingly good; 
but i have found this good every where in 
France^ Bread, ol whkh the French eat a 
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gmt deal^ b Veiy good heri. The ion at 
which I put up at Flers was, as is frequciidy: 
the case in this eoudtry, a farm^home as well 
as an tun. The generality of the iimki haye, as 
respects the interior part of them, very much 
the appearance of an okt-fashioned EtfgUsh 
farm house. The fire-place of the kitchen, in 
particular, is just such as we see in all the 
old English fiirm^houses ; bul^ in general, the 
kitchens here are veiy dirfy, and rtie floor 
of the dining room, whether it be boarded or 
pavedy seldom looks as if it bad been lately 
washed. A labourer at Flers gets from 1 to 
2 and a half francs a day, accordhsg to his 
abilities ; journeymen carpenters, bricklayers, 
and the like, about the same. The price of 
beef here is 8 sous the poitnd^ mutton the 
same. A loaf of bread, about the size of the 
Eiiglish quartern loaf, sells forB sous; a tur-^ 
key, 3 francs } a pair of ducks, 3 francs; a pair 
of fbwlsy 2 francs. I saw a large flock of 
turkeys, about fifty in number, roving in the 
stubble fields, with a girl to take care of them. 
These \j^ere like the wild turkeys in America, 
not r^ry large, but the whole oif theih as black 
as crows. 

49. Between this and Aihiens, near a lietW 
Tiltege called. Akanois, there is a ri»«jr«rc^ 
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consisting, perfaaps, of about fifty acres. The 
untowardness of the season had rendered the 
4;rop of grapes very indifferent. This is the 
first piece of vineyard that I have seen on the 
road. The vines were growing very low, 
tied to little sticks, as our carnations are tied 
up in the gardens in England; and, from all 
the ideas I had had of vines, before Isaw these, 
I could not conceive at first what sort of ve- 
getables they could be. 

> 50. I i^einark, as I go along, that the com- 
mon people are very civil and obliging, 
whenever I ask them any questions about 
what I do not myself understand. There is 
nothing uncouth, nothing boorish, . in their 
manners. They explain to you, as well as 
they can, what you want to be made, ac- 
quainted with ; and, when they do not in- 
stantly comprehend your meaning, they seem 
as anxious to anticipate it, as if you were not 
a stranger, but rather one to whom they have 
been used to talk. This is a great merit, and 
a mark of intelFigence in the French people. 
It enables you to get along with them, which 
they cannot well do with us in England. A 
Frenchman is most completely out of his ele- 
ment in England ; while an Englishman in 
f'rancei though the country may appear very 
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Strange at firsts finds^ In the courtesy of the 
people, a great deal to reconcile him to the 
straqgeness of their customs. 

5L. Hereabouts they have much wheat 
land. The stubble is now being cut, tied up 
in bundles, and carried in as litter for the 
cattle in winter. I see, in many farm-houses, 
knitting and spinning' going on, and some 
looms^ one or two in a house, which are worked 
mostly by the women. 

S2. When I got to this place, there was to 
be, in, two days* time, a fair, for the sale of 
cattle. I saw some men, a most simple look- 
ing dc^Hptibn of hbrse-jockeys, with their 
torses, which they had brought to be sold at 
the &ir. These horses were, generally, colts, 
just fit to work> and some of them were very 
pretty horses. They were all nearly of one 
breed, 3ucb as they use for the plough, for 
farmers to ride upon, and for post-horses; in 
all which various capacities, according to the 
manner of the French, they are employed. 
These horses had shape to recommend them. 
They were, mostly, of a middling size, and 
mudi of the same m^ke as a light English 
cart-horse. The price of one of them here 
is, they tell me, about 300 lErancs, or 12i. 10«* 
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53. The corn is ground here almost entirely 
by mndmills, half a dozen of which 'fere Very 
nearly always, at d time, to be seen, in tra- 
velling along the road. There are some mills 
turned by watei*, but comparatively few. 
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(Fourteen leagues from Saint Just, through Cler* 

monty Laigneville') Chantilly, and Luzkrehes.) 

Friday fivfiKiKOi 17 Oct. 

54. The soil here is stiff, with a good deal Of 

tihsflk^^nd liin^-stbne. Ili^re are some fine 

coppices of oak^ and some gciod oak timber* ^ 

' 55. '£arly this morning, on feaVing Saint 
Jiist, I saw some i^heep * in a fold* 'The fold 
was hiad^ of hurdles, much like thbse usfed in 
our sheep-folding. But the care of Ae she^ 
here h somewhat different from that of the 
English. The shepherd, accompanied by two 
or three dogfs, is (unlilce Bome pastors else« 
where) always along with his flock. He attends 
them through the day, ^hile they ate roving 
about ; and, in the night, he sleeps alongside 
of theybH, in a small wooden house, which is 
pliLced upon wheels^ as a cart is, with a pole to 
draw it from place to place, as the fold itself 
may have to be removed. 
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56. Some hemp is grown here^ I see; but 
fttost of tfae land IS wheat and oat land^ with 
some lucerne for the cows. SHck beans (hart*' 
cotf tbe French call them,) are cultivated here 
for the table. The Erench eat these boiled; 
that is, the seed part of the bean, after it is 
ripe and hard. I saw an old latdy carrying 
« soma of these off the ground. There wa% 
growing in rows^ in the interval between the 
rows of beans^.awintjBr crop o£ some plant. 
I asked her the name of this plant, which, she 
Miibtmed me^ was chardan (thistle)^ It h t 
sort of thisitle that we pall trnzUy and these 
teaades were raised, she said, to be sent t/f^ the 
manufacturing towns^ for the dressing t^f ctoik, 
in which they are used, J beUeve, to give the 
cloth a Jine nap, ^hich operation the IVench 
eall ehardmer, &at is to say, ^o^ thietb it, or, 
to eeratehit with a (Mstle. 

hf. There ai^e some few vines near Saint 
Just, and some in the neighbourhood of Cler*- 
mont, a little town on the river Oise, a fine 
eioir river, where they climb up the fruit trees, 
and look very ornamental growing in this wajl 

56. Chantiily, an ancient little place, And 
formerly the seat of much nobility, is a ma- 
nufacturiug town, with a fine canal runnkig 
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by it. TI19 inanu&cture is^ principally, of 
UnerL Luzarches (formerly a country resort 
of the famous Kosseau,) has also some inanu^ 
facture belonging to it, of lace. I do |iot 
wonder that Rosseau should have been at« 
tached to this part of the country (comparing 
it with all that which I have passed through), 
for it certainly is very pretty. There is, be- 
tween Laigneville and Chantilly, a pretty 
TiU^e called Crai; which is al^, I believe, on 
the river Oise, as well as Clermont; and ano- 
ther village called Lamorlai, iie9r Luzarches. 
These places are all very prettily situiated:; 
though I cannot say much for the habitation^ 
of th6 people, which have no signs of taste, cnr 
neatness ahput theni« 

59. I saw a man coming out of Clermont 
with a load of fagots. The price of these, be 
informed me, was 40 francs for 50 fiigots : he 
having then SO &gots on his cart, which made 
a good load for two strong horses. . 

: 60. In coming from Clermont to , Ecouen, 
there is much wood on the sides o^ the road, 
and some locust trees, evidently planted by 
band. I had a fine morning; but got to 
JEcouen just. before the fall of a heavy, rai^, 
which cam<e on this evening. 
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Pari5> Saturday Noon, .18 Oct, 
61. AtEcauen there is a fiiie castle, built- 
about three hundred years ago by the Dccdjs 
MoNTMoR^NCT. I met with Uie steward of 
th& estate la^ evenings while at Ecoueii^ aod 
Twent early this moruing^ on my road toparif^ 
to see him at' the castle, as he had invited me 
so to d<o. This gentleman showed me all over 
the castle, a fine old building, in the Dutch 
style. He pointed out to me, as we went from 
one part of it to another, the signal alterations 
that it had imdergone during the Revolution, 
aocompanyiag his observations with many 
shrugs of regret 6n account of thos^ effectfi, 
and as many expressions of devotedness to the 
royal &mily^of his master, the present po9$es« 
sor of the castle, who is the Due db. Boubbov. 
The chapel of the castle is a beautijful little 
place. It occupies one comer, of the castJe, 
which is a very large building, comprising, 
within its own extent, ah open space, of a 
square shape, and of about thirty square yai*d3. 
The casUe has a sort of fortification round it, 
so that, to enter the square, you have to pass 
over a bridge, which is the only way of admit- 
tance. On one side of the castle, you look, 
{com a terrace, immediately over the town of 
Ecouen and the neighbourhood, whic)i lie, be- 
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neath its site ; and on the opposite side the 
buiWing Is sheltered by a very pretty coppice 
of hazel, beech, and chestnut, witH inanjr of 
the locust tree, of which there is a good deal 
iri^oiit the town of Eoouen, Ido not know 
n^ether Aese trees are precisely what life 
Amerieans teall the hcust. They are iiot^ how« 
et^Tf the rofi^ acacM^, but one of the larger 
sppedes, though none of them have arrived 9,t 
any conversable i&ize $ and they seem to be 0f 
a kind nu>re diminutive than the true locust, 

62. When I got to Ecouen, I foun^ the 
ostler at the inn quite drunk. This is the first 
person that I have seen, in France, so far 
imder the influence of liquor. He >vas not, 
however, a Frenchman; but a German^ as^ I 
was told by the landlady. 

63. The land, between Ecouen and Paris 
(a good stiff soil) is, for the most part, em- 
ployed for tlie cultivation of vines, and in the 
raising of vegetables for Paris market. The 
people here were gathering grapes into has* 
kets, and then putting them into little wooden 
vats, ready for the first process of making the 
wiiie. 

64. The roads, all the way from Calais fer 
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PariSi aire very good ; thobgb not so even as 
those made bjr the hard- used *^ paupers,'' who 
crack the stones to make our roads in England* 
Erom 3aiQt Qmers to Fernes^ and from SiMnt 
Ji}^ to Paris^ the middle of the. ro«d is pav«d» 
leaving room^ on each sid^ of. the pavement 
ior a carriage to pass. The paving is done 
3vilh a sort of stone, which is found alo^g witb 
the limestone^ like what; we call.burstone in 
England. 
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65. As I pass but three wbok doj^ in this 
city, it cannot be expected that I should be 
very parUeular in my notice of it here. It is 
said, that Pans contains a population of 760,000 
souls. IJev^rtheless, it is,, compared with 
London, almost a small place. ]t is about a 
fourth part the size.of London : not a bit morc^ 
I am certain, if you include the environs of 
bothpiace& On entering the busy part of )he 
cky, yoU' see very little difference, in its con-^ 
slnictio% between, it and the city part of 
London, that is to say, Fle^ Street, Cheapsidc^ 
iiombard Street^ and the rest of >those;streets 
in London, in which there is so mui^iL passing, 
aiid so muchdifficulty to pass. The houses 
we bifb, and the streets are narnnr* Tfa^re 
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are not, ss in London, any separate pavements 
for foat-passengeri to go upon : so that^ on this 
account^ the genei^al confusion of the streels 
is even greater than that which is observed in 
the .streets of London. There .are scarcely 
any fine streets. Nothing like ihe west-end of 
London : ^no straight^ broad streets^ with fine 
houses^ throughout^ all of one order and size. 
*— The river Seine^ which passes through the 
town^ BO as to divide it into nearly two equal 
parts^ hsA fifteen bridges, crossing it from one 
pfU'tof the, town to the other^ just as London 
Bridge ^crosses the Thames to communicate 
with the. Borough of Southwark. One of 
these bridges is, I believe, biiilt upon the 
principle discovered by . Mr. Paine. Jt is 
n&ade of iron; and, from the style of its con- 
struction, looks very light and elegant.— ^Paris 
is not so black as London is, owing to the use 
of toood^ueZinstead of coaZ. 

. 66. I have seen nothing in England to equal 
some of the buildings here. Except the public 
buildings, there aref few that have any gran- 
deur about them ; but some of the palaces 
here are very fine. We have, nothing in 
England to be compared with the .Tkilerie^, 
~ which is the. halj^itation of the King, and 
v^faicb;^ though in tb^ middle ot the city^ h9» 
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a^pacious and beaotifHl park in front of it.. 
The Palais du Luspmbqurg, in which is the^ 
Chamber of Peers, is a palace, nearly as grancl 
in itsei^^ with a garden^ or park, even finer 
than that of the Tuileries. The Tmleriet ia, 
about ^ten times as capacious, and full ten 
times as grand, as the palace of our King in 
FalUmall. The palace called the Louvre is 
little more than an enlargement, or a con- 
tinuattoc, of that of the ThileTies; hut it is, in 
itself, a noble building, diough not yet finished. 
The greater part of the Loavre \^ts& built by 
BcroNA PARTE, who w^s the prajector of it; 
and the scafibldiog, erected ^o complete it, is 
now rotting as it stands ; because the present ' 
disposers of such places do not like the idea 
of finishing a job which was begi^i under the 
direction of a person of so obnoxious a name. 
The Palais de Justice is a beautiful building, 
of modem structure, but not of such reverend 
aspect as the buildings of Westminster Hall and 
Gitt/d HaU. The Palais Moyahy originally the 
pdace o^ apd built by. Cardinal RichLibu, 
and which was ccmfitcated during ^tbe Great 
Revolution, is now a sort of market-place for 
all sorts of fashionable merchandize. It forms 
a large square, the interior space of which is 
^ fevourite resort for promenade; while the 
gre^ range of building is di^ded into coffee-- 
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houses, mtRn^s* and imUm* shops, shops o^ 
ifinkiBt'Selters, ftnd the like. The ibner parts 
of some of the churches are rery ^agnidcenti 
hiit I see no chutches in Parisj excepting that 
of NSfy^e Dame, which Is the mettx>pol{taii 
ehnrch^ to equal some of our ancient cathe- 
drals in external appearance. T^e Museum 
^ of Natural History (the only one of the mu- 
seums in Paris that I have se^n), and the 
(to\)ection of live animals, are superior, hy far, 
to any thing of the kind that we have in 
England. The fambu^ Garden of Plants; 
{Jdrdin des Planies), is, I am told, well worthy 
of the esteem Iti which it is held| bu^ it lis 
not, however, any thing like so heaiilifol a 
j^ace as Kew Oardfen, either in point of its 
laying out, or of its plantations of trees. One 
great recomtnendatioh to this garden is, that 
it is open to the inspection of evehf one; as ar^ 
also, both the two, former institutions.—- The 
Com Market, (Halle aux OrdHns), is a good 
large solid building, situated In the middle of 
the city. It is, in form, just like the cupoZef 
or dofne of St. PauFs Cathedral j that is to say, 
round at its base, and rising up into the shape 
6f bne half -of a perfect oval 

' 67. Almost the whole of the buildings iit 
Palis are made of a soft ^sandy stone, wMch 



Ifi^ cioref ot^r tvith n ^AAt/t ^^Mter, t^ ce- 
ment. The stohes t!mt form "die walb are . 
rough^ 8Dd uot regular in shape or size; but 
iHie ctHieAt, whidi is latd smooth over tbe 
o^tsfd^ of the w&Rs^ arid thcfnucored with a 
tttyvrel lAtoi«isqttai*0'or oblong 'sh^fei> makes 
the irodsed appear 4s If they wei^composed of 
a tolid white «ione 5 and as there is- lib bhick 
shroltfe arising from the fuel made use ofby 
flie inhubitettt*, the t;ity (Hke the country 
townti, whiA are generally bulk of Ae same 
fnaterial): faai;/at a distance/ a much bHgfater 
look thba that oiTIibridoit, or any of our prin- 
cipal to^ths'!n England. 

* CB. In tJie <5ardent)if Plants i saw^ a spe- 
eitnen of a new Invented thatch^ fci* the rbofe 
df ^dVlihellinfe hou^e^ or out-buildlags. It was^ 
hi fecti hotMAg more ffaan kn tmit&tfoik ofthe 
beehive, the straw being laid on a(;r<5te the 
skeleton of the roof^ in little bandfuls at a 
time, 6nfe' upon another, t^ach belhg separately 
bound round tight with apiece of Wpe-yani;^ 
0* iSm* of the bark of brambles. Tln^ i^traw, 
fifeet %cto^ laid on In this manneJ", miiijt be 
covered by a thM coat of Kme plaster, to turn 
fh e Weatbtfr. TTiis mode of <:0Veribg a roof ^ 
. W6tild be ia great savihg' ih strtiW 5 n^vertbe^ 
fcss, l«iihk Hie oM feshtoned way of Watch- 

B2 
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iiigV without the coat oCpkusteron the outside^' 
is more neat an^ handsome, by far. 

69L The land just roiind Paris consists in 
yjin^jrards^or in gardens full of, various sorts of 
vegetables for the market of Paris, and walled 
g^ens, for the cultivation of peach, apricot^' 
ciectarine, and pliim- trees., ^here are very, 
few fences ,made use of, besides th^ walls, 
which ^re built for the trees to grow agahist; 
and many of these walls, though close by so 
large a place fis Paris, are built quite in the 
open, at a distance from any house, not en^ 
clomig a piece of ground, but merely one line 
of wall; so that, if the people passing were 
inclined to steal' the fine fruit that grows in 
this way, they might, without hinderance; 
nevertheless, the gardeners (who garden .for, 
^ro^) do^ncrt; find any reason to apprehend 
such depi'edjition. 

. 1 70* At a league from Paris, at a village 
called Mpntreuil, there lived a gentleman, 
nearly a cisntury back, of the name af Giear- * 
BOT, who., by his example, tai^bt the people 
injbis neighbourhood the mode of cultivating 
feoQh^tr^es an^ other wall fruit. jHis house Is 
stiU remainiing, but ' his garden Js npt. The ' 
whole yiljajje of MontreuU is, however, like 
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some other little places in the vicinity of Paris, 

now^ almost entirely inhabited by people -de- 

' pending on the cultivation of wall fruit. At 

■ Montreuil there is about a Imridred acres of 

land, every particular half acre^ quarter of an 

acre, or half <]uarter of an acre' of which has 

a separate wall to enclose it; so that, the 

quantity of wall fruit that is grown here 

annually must "be immense. I went into the 

garden of a Mr.' M^ribllb, ivho showed me 

how these walls are constructed. They are 

first built up in a rough manner, of the soft 

stone wlriph I mentioned in paragraph 67* 

Then a stiff cement, like that which they 

apply to the walls of the. houses, is made use 

of, to fill up all the cavities between the rough 

stones. The cement should be ' laiil thick 

' upon the face of the wall, not only to make it 

snkk)ih,l)ut to give a hold to'tliencitlf, whMbt 

•are to hold the branches and shoots of the 

'^trees^ and whidh are taeked'iiilo fhispkuSCer or 

' cement^ just as we t^ck ourslhtb^ the moptUr 

between the bricks of our garden walls. On 

the top of the wall thel'e mustbe made a 

little roo/i or projection, of about six iili^hes 

from each side.of the top of the wall. This 

"roof is easily added to the wall, by the use of 

the same materials as those employed to ereet 

the wall itself. The roo/ii irecess?ary to gtWitt 
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prev^mion 19 fffected by. snsp^Qdiq^ &^vo^ tbe 
Tooft^straip v^^ whicb 19 made for tb^ e:^- 
pr^ pwpo9e» w^ wUdtk, beir^ thu* §w- 
penjjfd m front of the tree> forix^ a. perfect 
ppoteotiqji to it when it U in bloom^ ox at waj 
tipiewheii da^er iqay 1^ {|pprebendedto.it 
from tbe 9tate of the weather ok );he seaaoi^. ^ 
T|)e peaches frown against lhe$e walls ai:e 
sold for from one sou tp fonr.jmis a^-pi^ce, ac- 
cording-to^beu: size Qr.flavQ\|r} but, »aU t^ 
fruit was gone* J canift rfttber ■ too l^te ii| tt|e 
peaspn, and could not, tberefore^^ isee a spe* 
cin^efi of it. I saw nothing ii^ Ae mai^ieT of 
tritiinng tbe fruit trees h^r^ that was different 
. from the manner; in which thp same tfees u;e 
IrMneil In .flnglapd. Th^ p^ai^^ herp ^e 
))iidded geq«ii1k|i; np<m abn^v^ofU^ y^^ 
vei prel^ied to p&iri«>sfoclrs,. ^ W^^S ^i^^ 
0f the same fisiture as that ^f (he peach it§elf. 
S(H9e of the pefieh-'trees tliat | saw were y^^ 
wank qS ^^Up^ y^ar^ old; nevfBtheless, thciy 
*]i;id, fippm good management, plen^ of y4>nng 
wiifod upon themy and ha(^ bqim^ w^ll 4b|s 
yfiart: . • . * t 

' 71% There is a 4utyi in the form of a v^r 
isenta^Cf levied npon all articles brought ioto ^ 
the msrkef^ of P^i^. "ftip ^uty iai^et, haw- 



ev6r» mi^i^ntly heavy to inafce aay coo-* 
sMkx^ble d^ffsreoc^ io ihf pric^ of provision 
of wy l^iiMi Tb§ inopfy whicb is collected 
ip.' (Ills w#y IS qi9p^y^4 in. nearly the same 
aiapfiier as ^v^lim fim4s qf # porporftion ia 
England* All ^towi^^^ of any ftnpprtaDce, have, 
tl^ regutotioo fitt^bed to tbem. A little way 
fxqm the vi^Us of tbe prioeip^l tpwps tl^ere is, 
d ga^t #t ifbidi tbose wbo miqr be brUigioi^ 
.any thing to maii^ei i^ust stop to have it ia-« 
spe<^tefl» Coming into Paris I passed through 
a gate, at M^hi^ I s^w two or three taea stand-* 
ing^'ieach of them having an ii^stmoieiil in his 
hand which looked much like a kiichen-gpU : 
a long shafp piece of iron, with which they 
piereed die badsof hay aad straw as they 
eane lfaT^»^ tbe gi^ to market, Uk oidec to 
ftcvtmt any limg ttlce mrngglingJ 

^ fiaii% eoQipared unih Lwdoi^i^iaiUkie 
ra;>eet| atrikingly dififereor. There tf e yery 
few houses btff, <^t do not app^r to have 
heen built fiir;s0mie yeavs* New booses ari^^ 
of coarse, ^Mted^ in the pla<^ of those th^ 
fjdl %f> ruio from age. But> what I mean to 
say b, that Paris do^ not see^, like LiondoQi 
k^i^crefuse in ji^se^* the number of oew bui}d^ 
iogs in it appear to be very little more, if any, 
tfaian Just ^^Icient to u^ke the town covei 
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the same space of ground as that which it must 
have extended over twenty or thirty years ago. 
There is nothing at all of what^ about Lonffon, 
they call "a 6oi?;" that fe to say, a genteel, 
liew^fashioned, and miserably inconvenient' 
small bouse, with a very Muall piece of gfass- 
plot, in which there are two or three fancifu^ 
^carved patches of bare earth, for the cultiva- 
tion of sortne " exotics," which, either for the 
want of their native sun, or the want of expe- 
rience in the planter of tl^ro, are never seeti 
to grow. after the time of their being studk 
into the ground. ^ 
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(JEUvea and a hdlf leagues from Pafisy thramh^ 

Vill^'utfy PromentMUy£saonMe^'and:Pwihierrf;)y. 

Wednesday Ni^ht^ 22 Oicx. 

73- The hotel at which I put up at Paris 

f/Iotel de MeunceJ belongs to f^ sdine jperson 

as the hotel at which I was in Calais. This is 

the most superb hotel that I ever saw any 

where ; ilhd, like some other establishments , 

of the kind here, is supported, almost entkely, 

by the custom of English visitors. I did not 

cBue or sup at this place, all the while that I 

stayed in Paris, being abi*oad the 'greater part 

' ot.jhy time, leilti^ walking about, or at the 
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house of nay friend, who is a gentleman re- 
siding in the city. I sbaD, hotv^^r, gif e the 
particulars of the cliargeg, as iar as I b^d any 
to pfty, at the Hotel de Meiirice. Por brebk- 
fiisting here five days, I paid 10 francs. For 
four nights* lodging, 12 francs. For lights/ 1 
frqinc and 10 sous. For booteleaning, 1 franc 
and 5 sous. For servants/ that is to say, the 
waiter's} fee (which was 'charged in the hW)', 

' 4 francs. In all',' 28 francs and ' I& sous. ' I 
could not have esepected a WH of lessserioiis 
aniount,'at a place where the accommodation 
was so very good as I found it here. ' I paid fbr , 
my horse, 14 francs, reckoning the feeding and ^ 
care of him to have been for four days^ which, 
is at the rate of 3 francs and 10 sons a day« 
At the ordinary hotels or inns in France,* a 
traveller-s horse 'will not cost him niuch'more 
thanone half of ^what I paid here for niinfe; 

' My horse has cost me,I think, upon ah avera^^, 
about 2 francs a day, on my rdad fr^m Calais 
to Paris; which is about one third of what be 
woul^ have cost,-in a similar situation, in Eng-^ 
land. In London, a horse, by the voeeky 'co6f!>^ 
at Jivery, 4 francs a day, every thing inctuded^ 
and, if he stand for a day or two, as mine^ did 
at I^ris, he does not, including ieveiy thttig, 
cost l^s than five shillings a day 5 tbati»tc^ 
8ay6 francs. "^^ 

1)5 



74. Tbe land is goo^ alt al^t Parif , as % 
98 1 fould see. The greater part of the cv^ti-f 
vatiop^fcir some distance round tl^e citjTj see^ift 
tfi ^ Ihat of t»»e9^ from wkicl^ owing to 4hf 
iackwgird ^easmy wbidi has a^e^ted this par^ 
pf France ae well as England^ the graphs ^^ 
90t ^U yet gf^tbere^* T^e grfipes of this yenT 
ar^ not good^ (pompared wit^ those of coiti-r 
inoa seasoiis; they are very smalt, a^ wiU 
Qot maV^^ as good wine f» what )s g$4;^r«U]r 
made ii^ar P^ns. The loyers of wiae^ o«gh( 
^ be select as to the year^ when theli* stock i$ 
ph>duced; fin* the wine of soin^ years is Qot^ 
though from the same ground^ nearly so good 
ffi tbf> Ifirine of other years. ^ . . 

71^. The &ce of the^ country, just ^fter com^ 
Ing to FrQmenteau, at about tbiree leagues 
from Parisj forms, I think, the most beautiful 
ifcexiery qf the kind that I ^ver beheld* Just 
as yoa loots over the bill, on one side pf which 
is situated the Kttle village of Fromenfeau, ^ 
fine Tiew presents itself to youi* sight. There 
' ^a spiu^e of per&ptly flat land, tbr(>i|gh tbq 
iniddie of which the rpa^ i^ cut^ and which is 
about two o.r three miles squai*e» On on^ side 
pf liie road you see fine water moadaws on tlm 
River Qrge, aud, after getting on to tbef level 
below, you are surrounded, in every direction. 



lifr bUK tt^puif gemtif up from »tl ^ides of the 
open flnin, and covere.d with vines and frui(- 
trees and plantations and parks^ and little vll - 
laf 6i^ each baving its church and spn-e, SK^at- 
. teseit ^bmtk »mong tke tr^e^^ the foliage of 
■' irbiehis^ at this tiioe of the year, y^ry vario^ 
and rich in ixm* This view exte^^s from 
JSlr om eattm to aaotiiei* littie village called Rls. 
On teas^ing Bis tooome to £saom>e, wUioh )& at 
,. «bQ«it a&Qther thvee leagues distaut, and i»tii- 
' 8ted on tkeriv^ Juine or Essoane^ the yiew of 
: tfae €omary k still more beautifuL The river 
Sdae rims along here, and goes 6ff U> the 
left; md!, on my dgiit.band^ I bad to lament 
a 4ike departure of a deligbtfiul yi^jeiy which 
Wi&ds across die country away fram the road 
^ i atn traiV'eUing. I think this valley^ as &r as 
1 was able to follow it with my eye, was the 
rerf f>retliest of all ruml i^en^ry that I re** 
member to have seen. It is om the sides of 
bills, like those which were here most ele-* 
gaiicif d^osed b^ nature, that the vine fton- 
risbes most. Hei*e the vines, were growing 
•finely, tmd .covered almost every hill, as far as 
I could see, except in those places where orna- 
^mental trees and orchards gave a variety to . 
vto this enchanting landscape, which I could 
^^lotioseoiight c^ .without 42ongratulaling my- 
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self on having seeb ^^ The vineccfteredlMs and 
gay reg^ns of Fronce" 

76. I observe, here, a method of training 
peach trees,. and other wall fi^it, wMch i did 
not see at Mwti^uil. Against some- of the 

' walls in gentlemen's gardens ittiere are radv, 
quite siraight and nmnd, with the bark/left 

' on^ and ahottt an-iifeh in diameter, ri The rods 

- iaro placed against the vf^XXj long^wajrs and 

- perpendicular, so as to cross one another^ ttke 
lattice vH>rk^ leieiring square spaces of about six 
or eight inches. . Placed in this manner, and 
fastened together, the rods form a frame for llie 
trees, or vines, to grow against; and as tiie 
branches and i^iioois must be kq>t, by fistoiis 
of this frame, from touching the Watty tbey 

' ai<e, perhaps, more healthy than tfaey woiilU 
be, being 'fastened td the wall itself instead of 
to tliese rods. 

77*' I<i the neighboutiiood of Paris, particu- 
larly abcmt Fromentean and Esscmney there 
•r'esoBie 'fine gemlemen's seats, or cs^tles. 
-The word cowrie is, Jn French, chateau. Bat 
by diateau^ the French seldom, x)r neVer, mean 
a place of defence^ but merely a large country 
manidon. The truth i^^ however, that ert^y 
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large ebttntly bonse was, fiyrnierijr^ a place of 
defence. It was generally encompaMed by a 

' mootj 6T wet flitch; ' It bad iurrei^ and parapeig 
and iffdpAMe^- Tbe same custom prevailed in 

-Snglamt; but in FVafice it prevailed to a nodich 
later pel>^; and accordingly tbe French have 

^oattttamedta^eaU their large ooantry mandent^ 

'CaMMf ^wbfeh indeed have, in many casea^ atill 

■ their ancient eppurtenancea of tuvreta and the 
lihe/ There is agreat display ef good taSte 
in lebe larying ovt of the grounds belonging' to 
•eoiuitry mansibns in France, but such places 
are very scarce here compared to what they 

-are in England. The vicinity of London is 
overstocked with fine .houses, while Paris, 
comparatively speaking* has nothing of the 
kind about it. There seem to be scarcely any 
more large buildings within five leagues of 
Paris than I have seen at fifty leagues fi'om it. 
Almost all of the large establishments of this 
kind appear to have existed for many years, 
and have belonged, no doubt, the greater part 
of them, to the nobility that were ejected dur- 
ing tbe Revolutipn. The plantations and parkf 
tiiatencirele these places in France have been 
taid out with much taste. 'There is hardly 
any of that appearance, of art which is very 

' f|requen.tly the case with us in England. A 
gentleman's castle, or country bouse, here. 
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loolcs t»if H hwi bjeieii bittlt tip aBKmil; tit^ 
tretsi not the traes t» if tbef bctd been pbnilcd 
•bout th^ oistle. It fs iiboiil; gtantkonm^ 
bouaes only that I bare ^eu aoy fniclMr^ 
^edge^^ of luiy €ras€K]piencei <m the mad Awi^ 
jDaliki lo tlita place. Wfaea i 46 see tfaeae 
iie^ies &ej ftre» in ^et^al, kept in verjr niea 
orders Upon ^ome of tbe jplain faoid? in £i- 
etBtAff tbrae wctf h/oct aari* tbere^ ^aalatioiiB 
lof treea in ficpiare palicittt, ofabwl ^n.aittl& 
aaeb^^wiA close quick-^set faedgea ie eadesje 
tfaem* These pl^nbitions have been aileiwd ita 
grow into thiek eeppkre, and are ieteoded^ I 
fluppbse, as a protection to ^gamk^ vheie 
tbe land lies so open. 



PUITS DK LALLANOJB— PROVINCE OF l^hE DB 
FRANCE. 

(^Thirteen, and a hcUf leagues Jrom ChaiUy, through 
Fontainehleau^ Nemours, La Crosiere, and Fon^ 
tenay.\ 

TMtJRSDAY NlOST, 2a OCt. 

78. Soon after leaving Challly, to conie this 
way, I entered the Forest of FontalneMecpUk 
This forest 'is said to be full twelve l^gttes 
in circumference, and to contain 84,000 acres 
of woodland^ The fimber in the forest hiA 
iicen well cultivated. There are some fine 
plantations of oaks, planted in rows, now got 
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tQ bc|^ ^'a: large ; nis^e } besicte^ ||l«iitatio99 Of 
v«r40||(| Qlb^r sorts of treea^ quite lately wadfw 
Tbe iev^to^md tbe oafc^^ especially tbe lattei^ 
llowf r up pore here tbua tfaey grnemUy do in 
JBngiaiult /rate timber is much Uke that of 
JVw^i^; taUer^ amd 8thiigfal0r in its growft» 
thm ^he Sfligli^b tfttb^r ia, i tbink I saw 
iosmiU^ber in <!^is ft>re8t iia fine, almo^f, at I 
»irer SAnr. in a^y ym^A in America. . 

79« TbetQWfiofFontaiQebleaai^siirrouaded 
^ ila fprest^ tibe l^ad of wbieh ia verjr rocky 
and mauntainQus ta places^ much resewUiiif 
the wild woodlands of Auigrica. You eoter 
the town from t|ie forest, and the forest €<h>«» 
tiaues again on the road which I am travelling^ 
The maBU&ctures of Fontainebleau consi^t^ 
principally^ in porcelame. The neigblKHus- 
hood is &tnous for a fine sort of grape, whicb 
is called Chassela^ de Fonitrinebleau: Tbi$ 
place o^i^s its importance/ Idniost entirely, to a 
castle, which was built, here a great many 
years ago. The castle, which has been the 
l^idende oif matiy of the kings of France; is 
yet in very good or^er, although it is one of 
Ilie most ancient castles that remain. in this 
^Qunti^, ' - > 

go. Nemours is a little town on the river 



64 'a BmB IK vmAKc». ' -^ 

Loing. This nver runs, after you )eave Ne- 
mours, through s6me beautiful \Krater meadows^ 
wh1<^h. continue along on the right band side 
of the rdad, for a whole day's ride. Feedinig 
oh Iheee' meadows' I saw a great many cows^ 
of a pretty Utile sortyjust sucli as; in Eng- 
land, we call the' French or Aldemey cow. 
The kiiid&of cows tliat I have seen further bttck 
seemed to be much mixed ; but, in this part of 
the country, the cows are very distinct in their 
species, as well as very handsome. They are 
small, and of different colours; red, yeBoWy 
brown, and black, and a mixture of all these 
^ colours with white. ^ I observed, as soon' as I 
fo^an to se^ these cows, thaft the hMer was 
vastly superior to any I had tasted before ; and, 
upon inquiry, I find that Montargis, a town 
between this place and Briarre, is celebrated 
for the goodness of its butter.. One of the 
best' of these little cows may be bought for ' 
60 francs. A good farmer's horse here sells 
for 200 or 250 francs 5 or, about 8/. 

81. I saw a labourer, to-day, on the road, 
who wais going to work, having a pickaxe 
upon his shoulder. He told me that be 
could get, at this time of the year, 1| franc 
a-day ; or, 1 franc, the emptoyer finding him 
in food. 
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82. There is a good deal of wine made along 
liere.' The people are yet harvesting the 
grapes. This busme^s would have been'about 
finished by this time/ had not the untoward- 
ness of the season^ even as far South as this^ 

*had sufficient influence to retard the ripening 
of the fruit. 

83. I perceive that there are naore sliep- 
berdesses in this country than there are shep- 

* herds. The women and the girls are attend*- 
ing tlie flocks of sheep and herds' of cows> and 
the flocks of turkeys^ whidi latter are, here, 
'to be seen in great numbers. While they look 
after these animals, assisted by many dogs, 
they are employed, at the same time, in dress- 
ing hemp arid flak, and knitting woollen stock- 
ings and gloves. The hemp and the flax they 
afterwards spin, and tiien sell the yarn, or 
get it converted, by some of their neighbours 
who hav^ looms, into shirts and sheets, and 
various other articles of wearing upparel, and 
articles for domestic use. A great deal of this 
manufacture is going on in ^11 the. villages and 
hamlets that I pass by. The weather is now 
beautiful and mild> as it has been et^r since I 
got to PjEiris^ and th^ women sit outside of 
' then* houses, in thejr gardens, or alongside of 
the fieMs, knitting and spinning, and dressing 
hemp and flax. ^ 



84. Tbe p^ople^ thatia to say^ the pfpB(iii(i7^ 
or couBtry-folksy wear a woodw sbpe^ wfoip^ 
tbey call «a6pl| and which, is oiad^ ;M>i|)^ha|; 
ia tb^ M^ne ^hape as a rough lea^h^ eho)^ 
tbefe being a £tr^p of l^ather^ rpui)d the so)^ 
of the sabot ^pf) over the wearer*^ insl^pj tP 
keep it on the foot. Towards Calais th^^f^t^c^ 
is tiot so common, but befe it is much more 
cofujpAoply worn by tlie Iftbourmg people i^an 
shoes made of leather are. $Qiiie fellow^ in ap 
Epglisb play, execrfites the Freup^i, bep^fiuip 
they wear ivooden $ho^$. What difference 
however, is there betnreen ^besje and the vml^ 
;dipes of onr labourers ? The sabot is ligbfiei^y 
very little le8|ffti^> and ^ better security agaio^; 
\jrety JMof^e^t^elM^ tjiiiigs».whep yftu ure 
iDpmpelkd to #t^ long on we$ (tr damp 
-fircMind* 
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(Th^et^tf ««^a half ieagnifs from Puii€ deLeManlSe, 
.thrmgh M4»iargi8, La Cmnm^dM, Mo^enU^ oM 
. £a Busiwre.) 

. FaiDiY Night,. 24 Ox^f, 

' 85. This m(^w^$ as I was leaving Puiti 4p 
Laliande, I saw some oxeti, which were op 
their way to Paris market^ There, were tbme 
different kinds of cattle, which w^(te calledji 
after the names of the several parts pf tib^ 



cc^utiy ID wh^cl^ they are bred, Bcmrbtnmoiit 
JOyonnois^ and Ifevemois, The Bourbormoi^ ar« 
of a cream colour, all over ; the Lycnnois are 
vhite with re^ spots ; and the fie^emtm are 
.i^hite, n^ith yellow spots. They are all velqf 
^opd looVing^ though no|; v^rj^ l^rge cattle, 
A\\ the kinds were much of qb^ fprm Bfld ^ize^ 
^hey were gr^zjj^g cattle, apd in excellent con^ 
ditiojQ ; and they w^re more like ^e Scotch 
Uflos than, any other of o.nr,ca.ttl^ th^t I can 
l^ompare tUein t0*-r— T)io pilpe of a i^ew 
plough ber^ i^, ^. I was informed by a .tf^^l* 
wHgbi^ s^op iQ franco I a cart| 7Q li'anps j 4 
vs^m, ilO^pcs, , » 

86i I see great flocks of fine black turkeys^ 
in the stubf>les, all along the road. The price 
pC piurotth^ tur^yi i^abwt,2friai«tf a 
gpqsi^ about ih^. B9fmg^ price f and a copuaoi^ 

ffir^ Bfa (srapf. unharresM^ h^re, ^jcqep^ 
mm9 bnok«^^eatj» and a ^w potatoes^ -T^o 
pQi^foft U mty in Frappft, the ^amo grainf 
article of consuniptiQn that it is with U9« Tb^ 
French cut potatoes up ijitp little thin slices^ 
and toss them about in a frying-pan. But the 
<5omparatively small quantity of this sort of 
fook^ry that thfy^atynjakesit appef^r moi-e 



t 
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like playing with potatoes than feeding npoa 
them, 

*. 

88. The inhabitants of the little towns^ and 
the villages^ on this side of Paris, are cleaiter 
in their dress, and about their houses, thati the 
people of Picardy or Artois, The dres^ of the 
labouring people here is certainly better ihaa 
that of the labourers in England ; but, it is not 
so neat nor so clean. The Americans say of 
the French people, that they are pigs in th6 
parhur and peacocks in the street This is a 
thorough saying, to be sure ; it ' is somewhat 
hyperbolical; but it is not, if I may judge 
from what I have already noticed, wholly un- 
founded in troth. 

89. From Nogent I came ov^r'a flat and 
1^'ninteresting district of country,* the soHof 

"which seemed to be any thing but good; but^ 
a very different vie^ is presented, the moment 
you catch sight of Briarre, and the beautiful 
river Loire, close on thie border of which are 
shuated those, farms of Beativoir, wbi^ wei^e 
advertised, in London, by .Mr. Hoggart, aa 
being so free from all taxes, tithes, and poor- 
rates. • . t». 

- 90. As Tapproached this neighboudiood, I 
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S9m, a grei^t many che^Ma-trees growiii|f on Ihe 
sides oftheroM. The cbestuiit is a pretty 
common tree here, though not so-much so a9 . 
It is in some other parts of ^Irai^ce, where^ 
I bear, the peasantry make great . use of 
the fruit in the way of food. The chestnut 
tree that I see here is the sanne as the Spanish 
cb^tnnt. It bears a large nut, wliich is dry^ 
rather bitter^ and hard,, to eat raw, but very 
good when cooked. Itts a good deal different 
from the American chestnut tree> which makes 
iiper and taller timber, and beat's a. nut mncb 
s:$f(eeter than*, tlie Spanish chestnut, though 
nothing like so large. 



CHATBAU D-B BKA<7V0in. 

SATirRPAYj Sunday^ Monoay> and Tubsday; 
3d, 26, 27, & 2B Oct. . . 

9U This chateau, or castle, is a largeman* 
sion, about a mile distant from the village of 
Bri^n*e. The estate, which consists, all to- 
gether, of about 3,500 acres of land, surrounds 
the castle, on one of the banks of the Loire, 
upon the eminence of which the castle is 
situated^ so as to command a view, for a gi*eat 
distance, of the^ fine river and the valley 
Uu'ough which it runs. 



^. A part of the fend;^ abotit here, is^evl- 
detitly:, v^ry^good. Mudh of it Islrdry li^ ; 
hat the Itg&ti^ {iart of it is not, by any m^aoS^ 
incapable of ^ddihg a crop; Therfe* ts & 
V4ittt^,of sMlhiere : some inclinin'g to a sandj 
and fit ibr rye, or o^ts ; and Wme ihore of the 
.iiatnre of blay^ thl&t is to tray, stiffs pi^rbti^ 
loaib, which will grb^r goo3 wheat, Tlteffe iirf 
a^fMrldtstribution of ?>Mxrf, all 6vet the land; 
ihd a great deal of Ihis ili laid npoh thi6 landf 
as maimtie; The k)fl seems khtd^ k^ We say; 
tb most of the English cropd. Wheatj rye,- 
Barley, pdtd, vetches, lipliahd-hiay,' tbrneps, 
sainfoin, lucerne, and hops: these, will- all 
grow here. , I have seen some samples of 
wheat and barley and rye, which have been 
produced on this land. . The wheat i^nd the 
rye are very good ; the wheat is small, like the 
wheat of America, vfery clear in colour, and 
firm in substance. The Sample, of barley, 
which was given to toe oiit of a tram here. 
Was certainly a bWghter, if liot a plumper 
samj^l^, than aiiy Lreriittnber *t6 have seen !tl 
iStigltoi The grain is. short, very ptamp>- 
and everyway excellent, .: » ■ 

93. the finest fcay inaA^ h^re, & thift 6t , 
f«c6Hie,whlch is; better, they t^ttHlei,thatt that; * 
ofscdnfam; but, both of thke aire jrt)#a tet^ 



for hay. I saw some hiceinie biiy, which was 
^rteH to my hbnej and I was told timt thfe baj 
had been made from one of three eutfmgs 
' which a field of lucerne had undergone this 
Slimmer* . 

' 94; They hare A method hete of sowingf 
^in wfiteh I never saw before. Nercrthe- 
Ie^$; I have been told that the fiishion belongs 
to Suffolk and Noffolk. The- grain is sowed, 
itt the usual way, bnt, Instead of being har^ 
rowed hi itpon tb^ flat fallow, the ground Is 
prloughlsd info one bout, two bout, or tfcrec 
bout lodges. Most frequently ohe bout ridges. 
The ploughing prevents any of the grain 
from growing in the space between each ridge^ 
so th^t the crop lies higher, and ha3 i^oi-e 
room to get up in, 

' 95« For a good distance before I got to the 
Loire, the bud; t c6uld see, was much too 
ildt^or any Vines to grow upou itj butliere 
they grow well, all along 6n each side tef the 
' fiver, and s6me excellent wine is made at this' 
ph^e. 

96. Fit>m thie village of &rtarre there Is a 
capal which runs, thiroughlVIontargis, into the 
Seine, wlfereby there fe a dlrett communlca- 
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tioa by water with. Paris. This canal is a yeiy 
fine one, and is one of the first tilings of the 
kind in France. 

97* The price of land here is, in genera^ 
from 3 to 8 pounds sterling, the acre ; and the 
French acre, or nrpent, is, according to what I 
learn here, just threes-sixteenths of an English: 
acre more than an English acre is : that is to 
say, one acre, and three quarters of a rood^ 
Englishi measure; or (which is the best way 
of stating it) the French arpent contains (at 
Briarre at least) one hundred and ninety English 
rodsy or poles, e^ich pole heing sixteen and a 
half English Jfeet square. 

98. Two farmers from Norfolk, who first 
saw Mr. Hoggart's advertisement as it was 
quoted in the PoUlkal Register, 'have lately 
been to Briarre, and.they had left this place . 
just before I got here. Tj^ey have taken two 
of the &rms at Beauvair^ which consist. oC 
several hundred acres each, at a rent of 10s. 
sterling the acre. The farms have comfortable 
and substantial farm-houses upon them, be- 
sides all the out-houses common to an English 
f^m, all of which are in good repair, y : x 

99. T^he law of Real JE9taU in France^ as &n 
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as it retetes to the power of a foreigner^ or 
alien^ to become a proprietor of land^ is one of 
the matters about which it may be useful for 
me to say something. The law says, that all 
foreigners' AM, in this particular^ enjoy the 
same privileges in France as \rould be ex- 
tended to, French subjects by the laws of the 
countries to which such foreigners belong. 
Now, then, as to subjects of our King, before 
a foreigner can bold real estate in England, 
Scotland oV Ireland, he inust be made either 
a demz€^, (4* a naturalized subject^ A denizen 

"^ JBl'ACKSTONB, in speaking of denizeru and natura^ 
Uztd sul^ectSf pyes the fpilowing, in definition of the 
dii^renee between the two titles. 

** A i>ftiiizB« is an aiienfoorn, bnt who lias obtained 
**'€x dmmtum^ regit letters patent to make him an 
*' English subject; a high and incommomcabU branch 
^ of the royal prerogative. A denizen is a kind of 
** middle state, between an alien and a natural bom 
** subject^ and partakes of both of them. He may 
** take lands by pnrehasei or deTise, which an alien 
^ may Hot, bot ofannot take by inheritance; Ibi) his 
*' parent, thiongh whom he must claim, being an alien, 
^ had no heritable blood, and therefore could convey 
^ none to the son. And, upon a like defect of here- 
^^ ditaiy blood, tbe issue of a deniren, boni before de- 
^ nitotioa, cannot inheiit to him, but his issue born' 
*^ after^ nwy. A deninea Is not excused from paying 
** the alien's duty, and some other merdantile bur- 
<^thens ; and nodeniseitcan be of the Frivy Coniidl, 
a 



is created bgri'^.^^^ j^atrnkfiimi ike J$k^j >ii4i 
the. (itk of Qfttur^ieed subjiect ^an.'bc) ^ml*^; 
ferr^ by *<ci ^/ ^hf ie^fWa^vrc^oqlji. S^tbiit, iH: 
order for a& i^aglisbaraa. to pesaeaa tbtt rig^ 
of boldiag .r#al propeRty^ in F|t4M«,: heoitrnt 
(ia poofoijmity wi«h.theabov^iiicAlit)Q!»ilHim^t 
ciple oC tJ^ Freoeti; 1«^>) obtaint l^ilb^ the^ 
special favour of the King iof EiiiUfc%or the, 
san€;ti0no£>h9 bej^iskitiirie (^ that comktrjr, iU{ 
the form q{ aa» «nii(Au9t^iltl .Xb^ ^iii«Hccms> 
hav^ settledf the ttat4;er difl(en4n%> %r^: 
^reofibman, •r other for^gper, iy^s^ ^c»0lllil)Si; 
r'ltW.en nf t.hp TJnited ^State$ by. reg iding there 
for the space of five yeaits^ A residencetq^Jtve 
t/tean in Chattitoiultry^^wiEhoQCaKkiEigtliierlebv^ 
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^'l^A.^MK^i.\BA<ns^fh ^Qn^;btt p9f<ft>m«<& iMit by* 
^l Aotef PadiaiiMQtt for bj( tiM» ^MKili^ttid puViheji^ 
** actl^tfte amt^c^ a(9t«i a9{ tf.h« had be^iii ^pfoJtf Ui6* 
<; ]tiiig;'ft,liS^?wi^&{. 8AceBt» only.- t]Milr]|9(i#'a«e|iptfb|e»,* 

<| J?iif^.CkM]9i;iLor/l^ariiaq|i^«t|.SMSA Nq bill fer qhUi*^ 
'■' xali24li«a<caa ^ raoeifed^ipeiiber Ho«iM.#rp«di|i^ 
'.^laeptwitliAiii suoh di^abUng.cHiuse in it. . N«itl»er» 
V P^naAjf paraoab«Batai:aii««df.orrMtMeddQl>h}od<,' 
^! 'nalesft h« b9^.^ef eiy44 tte«&Mvam«nt of tiM I^flfd'y 
'f Supper wi|tl|i]^.^9^ j^aatb Usfora^ tim bQii^f , te;^ 
" thf l»iU,i, and a^t^if^e aJat) tPM^s.thf^Qall^f'fiUe^i'- 



of aii^ ^W^y^Mthk i fiiMgper t6 IfiiAe 
]^v»^WMbg!^g to a'ttbteMborh tkhtn^ 
^jccept ^1^ flbn^ of Ir^itig jhie^itentf of the 
United States. In Fraw?e/toife«jtottA!jr, tlr6^ 
American has a certainty of being able to pos- 
s^^ j^i^ esta¥6 j While aft JJEnglishman/ who is 
treAtfe*by<he !a#s df Frftnfee> in this respcct>- 
ib a fiikliill&er tleeordiiig to iOklt* i^ ifThidk a* 
Freti<^liiiiitt' HotM betfeated by flte laws of 
Bnf^latid/ iiir W Ao^ e^rwAtity af all, a<i* nrnst 
d^hd xxpbn Ae good ti'fll of <hfe Kifag, or' 
u{^' «w(t of rife I^ishktlV6 Body, Ibr the ob- 
mmg of ibi^figii d( h»Wii!tgf; atafy property; 
thalt cfaii bb caH^d' f«ii Thfir lavra or France 
ire, tfiaSynpon this «ubj)&ctf, i^ftrently, nfote' 
kifdftig^iift thait those of Efigltod, ais fet ai re- 
^dii fhjci^pcfsbft^a^/aoc^tdihgtovohr Iiwfc, 
would be considered foreigners. By |he hiws' 
which existed before the Revolution, the child 
of an iriSieilj borft iilk France/ barf no more pH- 
y\\ege tfhan thar^hicfa belonged to the pa-' 
feht aij atlafiett; Thte Irfws have slnce^beerf 
aItW(^a, *b* as fti cbf i4*);)6ncK, itif Ais resp^% 
\t*th tftfe^ Coffaaibn law of EnglahA A' child 
born of iforeigi) parents in France, as the fews 
AoW arte, WiH- enjoy the sattie figfcft^ as; a natn- 
fM bohi' irtlbjietet of that tx>imtry^ jiWvided 
tStet, ^erf h^ ari-iire at hir liajbfiff (twenty* 
6ne yfeirk of a^), 4ie ifletSireMt tbbe his m^' 
B 2 
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tention to fix his abode in Fracice^ or, m 
case of bU residing abroad, still to consider tUe 
Government of that country as the one to which., 
be owe$ bis allegiance, 

100. The bushd of wheat here weighs^ upon 
an average^ 18} lbs. French weight; and the 
French pound weight is just eqi^al to eighteen; 
EJngUsh ounces. The French pound weight 
hasj like the English, sixteen ounces; but 
these sixteen ounces weigh just as much as 
eighteen of our ounces. The sack of , wheat, 
consisting of eight of these bushelSj weighs 
148 lbs. French weight, and 166§ lbs. English 
weight. This quantity of wheat is now worth 
about sixteen francs, ^he same sack, of rye, 
]i2 francs; pf barley, 11 francs; of oats, 10 
francs, 

lOL Npw, then, for a comparison between 
tliese prices and the prices of England. The 
^66} lbs. of wheat do not quite make the 
weight of ihr^e English bushels* 0\xr wheat 
weif bs| on an average, 571bs, a bushel, •r 
perhaps 58 lbs. Three times fiftyrcight pounds 
would be 1741bs.; and we bjive in tbe French 
sack only 166^. There is, then, one twenty-* 
jjfth less in w^eight in the French sack than in 
the English three bushels. To purchase French 
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wbeat being equal in weight to three English 
bushels, that is to say, weighing 1/4 lbs. £ng-* 
Msb^ would^ at the above rate, require 16 firancs 
Bxtd 13 sous ; or, in our moneys 13^. lOfd. 
Therefore, the price of wheat, at this place, is, 
four sKllings and seva^pence halfpenny' the 
English bushel. Tbe^ prices of the two coun* 
trieS) at thifi^ time, placing Mark-Lane against 
JBriarre, and taking the English bwhel in both 
cases, will stand thus :--r 



MABX-LANE. 




BBIIABE. . 


8. 


d. 


#. d. 


Wheat • - ^ 


3 


Wheat - . 4 74 


Rye - . - 3 


6 


Rye - -> - 3 5ft 


Barley - - 3 


4 


Barley - - 3 24 


Oats ^ • - 2 


n 


pats - . - 2 10 


The whole, 15 


8i> 


The whole, 14 1ft 



Thus, thougli the difference in the prices of 
tvheat is very consi<;lerabIe, the difference upon 
the whole is not great ; and, it is upon the whole 
that we ought to build all comparisons^ of thid 
kind. 

> 102. This is good sheep land. They have a 
sheep here called Sohgne^ or Sologneois (after 
the name of oa^ of the Departments of Prance), 
which is very generally bred on this side of 
PariSk . This sheep, though not haniteome or 



iQctKpq^ are ^^.m^ip /fer,^;Sftk^ <rf t|^ 



COSNE^— tROVINCB OF GASTTNOIS. • 

(Sdikn leagues \fhafk Briarrd^ through Neu^y Sur 
' - •" - Loire.) ^ i. - - - 

409. -Amongst many circumstances to in- 
duee me^ to stay^ longer at the' Chateau de 
^?HfYW^ . wa9 tfy^ off/^r yt q ^' avd gtm, 
YU9h i ^ouW fcfivj& gladly ^cpept^ ^ if J, 
h^(i f^ by fil^ Iptppesp of tjjie ^a^Q^^,•he^ 

country. There is plenty of game ; an^ ^ 
there appears to be g^enerally in France; for I 
b^F)9 m^ H»*rt;rt4ge^ ^4 lvMP^> Mil pe^i« in 



r * 



¥he f^dtani. In adcKtibn to ttiese, there is a 
WrA, ^kAA^ lliey ^sai the redr-Jegged partridge ; 
B Verj^ (bcautiftil bird, rafhet'lBrcfer than .the 
tTommon ' phTtti^^e^ Btid in ^feajt abundance 
fi^i^J 1 nvetit a cotirsing two or three iimes 
vHflle lit Brfarrre ; and it appefir^d to me th4 
the Ffeneh hares -were qti/itee m^tch fov the 
Bnglfiii grej-ioniitis/tlirft van after them, \ 

104. The^:GAMELAW^*^ inTirancear^ 
exceedingly simple in their provisions. The 
law that affects sportsmen, is .iporq. properly 
a rrpSifary fern? flian a ^twe ?ati;..''foli m^y 
cAwstpJ utid TcliS, anjr.^ame tliat "yon; {Aea£(e^ 
witlmt the law^J havhi^^^^^ t^ing to do witTi 
you; «But, if ^cm Vish to' carry^ a gt*ni you 
tnnst have a c^|/!cq*e.to anihpriz^ yoji 14 do 
«ol " wAiy one i« quaiified to ^c'laAe thi^ cer^i^ 
*c«fc ; and the' cost of it is fifteen fiafic^ywii^h 
isiibovttMefoe sMlRngi dnd ^penc4 sierling. 
•The tertilScate (f» procurjeVhichft is necesr 
^sary^ I urid^fstand, to show 'that you have ^ 
permis^on to ^hoot^from s6mf persioh v^ho Ts> 
landowner to the.6s:tent of seLV^nty-five acres) 
<s called ^ f&rie-d^arroJt ; that is tp siay, d per- 
"miss/im fo carnf fire-arms, "having this,', you 
may 'shoot whatever game vou plijase j'buVit 
jloes ribe givfe Jrou; a firfitt^ ^oh\\t^e laiid of 
'anoWief pcfrson wii*otit iiatliig hik ieaVe'fo *cfe 
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so^ and you are liable, if you go oi^ another 
person's land Without such leave^ to ap action 
for trespass. The soldiers of the king have a 
right to- shoot game without any certyUate^ 
Game may be bought and sold by any body^ 
and is bought and sold at all tirnes^ of the year. 
So, it would appear, that the ^^ Gapifi. Laws'' 
of France have more an eye to the gum of 
sporismen, than they have to the preserva- 
tion of those animals which sportsmen love 
to destroy* - 

105. llie labourers here sometimes catch" 
the' spx^^ in sjnifigfs, without being either 
' lohipped, or sent to ^oal, much less a^dss the 
jseaSi for so doip^; There is, however, little 
to induce them to *^ poaching/' as we call it 
in England. A French labourer would be a 
fool if he could find any delight in prowling 
about in a coppice, at a time when he might 
"be sleeping at home in such a house as i&i the 
habitation of a labouring man at Briarre* 
There are cottages, or small houses^ separate 
from the farm-houses, all over the estate of 
Beauvoir, A labourer, employed by the year^ 
lias one of these houses for bis family to live in^ 
with from twelve, to fifteen acres of land, firj^r 
wood,' and two cows allowed him; a little 
piece pf vineyard, and aj^le-txees and pear-* 



tnees^ to make wine, cider, and perry for his 
drink. For this Httle estate he pays 150 ihtncs 
l^year. And he earns, hy bis labour, firom 15 
to' 30 sous a-day^ according to the season of 
the year ; which would leave hiip^ upon an 
arerage, after he has paid the 15Q francs^ more 
than as much as that sum, in clear money. The 
labourers who live under these cireumstances 
cannot^ generally speaking, be otherwise than 
happy. They have every thing that they can 
want; every thing, in fact^ that a' labourer 
ought to have. If they like to have be^r to 
drink, they have land on which to grow the 
materials for making it ; and they may grow 
the hops and make the malt, without fearing 
the inteiference of the Excisemm* They have 
not a farthing of taxes to pay, nor money in 
any other shape, excepting that which they 
pay to their landlord, who gives them a suffix 
cient price for their labour to enable them to 
preserve comfort arid happiness for themselves^ 
and to pay him a rent for the^ advantages 
which he gives them. There is no need of 
*^pof-ftottieV^here: and, consequently, there 
are no such things in France. The labourer 
can sit at home in the evening, because in his 
house there is enough of pUnty to give con- 
tent; and, for the same reason^ he can go to 
bedy without being afiNEii^ of awakingiiKmieery* 
» 5 
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sboct^ a {levfeof oonlrasl with thiilctf fiiQ tKMI 
ragged (^mature of th^ same dnst m.Eifghfi^^ 
who, aftor a har<^ dbr^s «ark» ^Unim. intp^ ike 
f^ p^i^I^^/^ to geek^.ia ita^soeii^ of dmnkeo-r 
nesa a^d degradatida^.a neliQgefrQm Aecbeer^ 
iesan'e^ of his. owa abode. 

16& The dcess pf the la^oui^rs xn ^maotj 
is good. 'They wear, in all the parts of^tbci 
eountry tliatrl b^ve yet s^en, a ^noek-tfroffe 
and- tcdwsecs; ^ a blve coteiii'i ftkci due d|Q$6 
worn hj most of the bbourei^ in tb^ coUDly^ 
of Sussex* Tbe g«ucme^ of the S«s«iad*iiicttj 
l)owev«r,aire vt^y fireqw^tly va asaiat© of l-c^r 
gecfarf«i> wiiicfeia »*ldom Ibe ca^ with those 
of the Fre«(di, Th© men, w^ at -^ocb,: 
generaUj! :iiireai; aowie «art of cup npow th«»r: 
heada. Itt this part «tf thq isoujwlifjrv I s^> tb/ey 
wear a hat, ivbicb has a very wide* brftn to iti^ 
fV brim oi aboul; «|gbl; or ten inches wide, thfti 
serves 9A a shelter to the shi^uldlsats a% weU a^; a. 
covering for the liead. .Sometimes: thm \t^i^ 
hmok is. turned vp, in iwih a wa$^ ti^ txr fi)rm ^ - 
complete omk^d-hfip^ Uke^ iihs^ wbidb is worn : 
by;iihis.oigoersv{i^oilir annjs* .: .; *: 

}07. W^ben.^fSaani ia ^emptoytd, here^ in- 1 
tbresbiogi ifi^daloc i^^^iii b a eotiuiKitaL ens'* : 



P^^Yt^.M oat: QiMTIfNIUS. £9 

tb4 ^ffl^r t^.p^y^im by^^v^bim » certain 

108^ A|^3#£^)v:o}r tber^ift4QiiB6;g:oqfl timber 

tbw U :& Jjii E^Qgl^llA; but CGppi^ loaod of 
eOJiIf^^t ^ib^^ix or t}ye%k%j 5^Jlw' gw?w!tb# ^b 
fqr s^bout 5Q0 fr^flQi^ tb^ ^f^ i or fiM<^ 1^» 8d. 
\v1^b ^ifi, bigb pniSfi ia JSa^tod, ;F^0t9i.of 
^ xniddlAng »ia^ fit for tk^ beftliog of }||| Djlrei^ 
fieU beiie fiwr jf^frein^p Jb§ bnnflrod, wWcbis 
j|9t iguU? j?w/fl|i»/Wii«« ^acb }. w* -khftt » very 

years* oafc-coppicje, yieW^ A«rM U ifi &» good 
English coppice that will fetch 10/. an acre at 
ten w ^iRi^ve ye^a ol4f '. ,. i /:: 

' 109, 0^ cojfj^Q^ {lr^. ma4e b4v^ by ^win^ 
^b<g 9corp&, ip,tbfi;li^tl, of tb^ ye^r^i'iritnig with 
\TJiJeat or rj{e, Of 39^6 Q^ber wjf^f^r /?rqp^ Tbe 
pcf]4^9 5fr«$ ^ji^d br^flJ^wtsi 9^ weft *^ tb0 graia 
tbat is ?pwed ^pg with the^j^ , ByJbe,time 
tbat;tb^q;oB Qf gvaic^ comea off tb^ igwmad, 
the oal^ .^et; Uf' be, tiitq qr ifyr^ imhft^ high 
imd are 1^ al^9^W!ed fp gr^F M^tp acopi^Cift* 

'.•:..:. .1 '. '. •• . '/. • :. •' > :. .'; •.' * .' 
, •! W- Tb<^ w4fl^ of :]Ei?94|jrair, y^b^ »» «»tbf ir 
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^ho lay the tax upon the land here ; and the 
tax so imposed is called the *« corUribiUum,'^ 
aad is levied^ in amount^ according to the real 
valueof the land. Perhaps^n English fimner, 
with his experience in taxation, would suppose 
that the estate of Beauvoif, SSOOaeres of land, 
could not be worth much, if he should hear 
that the whole of the taxes levied upon it 
amount to hut one hundred pounds sterling 
a-year. Nevertheless, they do not amount to 
any more than that sum. 

112. The climale, of this j^art of France, is 
of a very pleasant temperature. Peaches and 
apHcots grow in the open fields amongst the 
vines, and there is a great abundance of alt the 
common sorts of fruit. There is, they tell me^ 
very little winter here, and the spring 'Comes 
on full a month sooner than it does with us in' 
the south of England. The harvest of this 
year has been backward ,' but it is, in some 
seasons, entirely dnished by the latter end of 
.July. It is to this climate that must be attri- 
buted the lirife dry wheat, and the bright barley, 
which I saw at Beauvoir. We have a great 
d^lof land in England much richer than any 
ttat is to be found in this neighbourhood ; but, 
fbr the want of a climate like this, we can 
never depend upon having such fine crops, as, 



in ibift part of Fraaoe,whev^ tber^ iavLoUigklf^ 
06 anty kwif .and where tbe weather for the 
barvest' i» aimo^t; always iair fr<>m heginniog 
to endjj a farmer U pretty awe of reaping. , 

U3. Tto place^i Cosms^ is a little tpwii^ 
situated Mpw U»e twatAi^ of tbe l^pirei and aA the , 
moutU^ tbe riyer Novain. The»-e is a good, 
deal of . fcard»KM»r« inanufacture heloogiDg to 
i|;,.iii whicbi I uhderscand^ maay JSngluhmw 
are employed. Irm founder^j and cutlery^ 
are the two chief branches of the business, for 
tbe latter of which theL towu ha* bewme 
famou?/ T^ French are very poor, compared 
tp qs;^ iu aUsorts^^of cvtfcry; but at Cosue tbey . 
have.gc^ sojue Ei»glisbiuen to assist ia bringr , 
ing . tjhis ai^iAcle; of manufacture towards per- 
fectioot . . 

. H4k I'be bouse at which I stop at Cosne 
bappensrta be kept by a brewer, wh^ spoke to. 
i»e of the hops grown at Beauvoir^^ which, he 
sai4 were wortt 1 franc a pounds I tasted 
some pf the beet? brewed here : it was very 
gik>d bmy and i^lls. fo^ & sms (about 2|tk), 
the bpttte,. wbicb^alds nearly a quiu% ;\r , 

; llSh I was sorrj ta J(ip4 . wheu l a^riv#d at J 
B^iarr% that-thi^v4'w*f^^^^ ?* ib»l f^M^^ 



^l»«eii all fioUbed 4k day or two before* Upou 
iliquiry at Co9W| bawever, 1 fouod that 1 was 
11;^ tOQf late to ^oesoB^tbin^ o£ the process of 
W^Ifiog wlsOf The yint^e, tb^y tell 9ie> i» 
ffiU a mouth later this year^ thaa it has hiUierto 
hfen in oirdinary seasovsv 

U6. The huachesr of f rapes are cut froi^ 
the vinea by m^an& of a pair of s^u^rs. They 
are thoa put iulo large ba^ets, which the 
^(b^rert cai:ry t» one side of ^e vineyard^ 
and there the gra^e^ are tipped ioto tuh?n 
placed ready for their receptioo. The tHb«, 
wheu $iled^ are carried home iu a cart or 
waponyaud thpi grapeji are then^ while ia the 
ti^b^.pcniuded or bruised, by a stout and pretty 
lieavy pVe<?e of wood, which i9 n^ade use of by 
handi Frow^ the tubs, the grapea are thrown 
if^q a vfry large vat, 93 soon a$, they are suffix 
ciemly bwsed* lu this vat the p^p of the 
b.PMi^ grapes,, aiul their juic^ all tp^theri 
remaiii for as mu«b asr a week or ten days, 
covered rover^r a$ beer i» when set to work, in 
Q^'der to undergo the /ermentatUm that i^ ne- 
eejssary. Wlule this feruxeut^ion i$ goingx)n, * 
the pulip and i^ice in the vat rjse upj, just as 
bread does, tliiat is made of yeajrt. After rising 
up and frothiag for sanm time, the head sinks^ 
fu^ that of. Ijcer doe«} and then the fermenta^ 
tjm ^ suj^Q^ to bfc jpeairiy at ank eod. As 
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doon as this sinkini^ takes place^ the juice that 
Jlov» in the vat Is drawn off, leaving the pulp^ 
and the juice which that still retains, behind* 
The juice thus drawn oil^ is considered to 
make the best wine of the vintage. Vi^heti- 
this juice is drawn off, all that which remains 
ill the vat is taken out and pressed in the wine- 
press. The juice rnns away, from the press, 
into a large tub sunk in the ground, from 
' which it ts emptied, directly, into the piece. 
Or barrel. There is nothing at all mired with 
the juice of the grape ; and, from the time 
that it is first put into the barrel, it remains , 
there, until it is drawn off- to bottle. The 
bung-hole of the barrel, after receiving the 
juice, must be left open, covered only by a 
vine-lea^ for about ten da^s, in order that all 
fermentation may subside before the barrel be 
made close for good. — ^This is the whole pro- 
cess of the vintage, as far as relates to the 
red'Ume. That of the wMte-wine is some* 
whitt different. The white grapes must be 
pressed directly after they have been bruised, 
and, instead of fermenting in the vat, pulp and 
juice mixed all together, like the red-wine ; 
the white wihe must not be ialtowed to fer- 
> ment till it have undergone all the pressing 
and separation of the pulp from the juice. 
It mUst be braised, press^, and put to fer« 



n^Qtin the b«»TeI» without there being wsj 
lapse of time between these ^Ufi»eiit stages of 
the process. T^e reason for this is^ that if the 
white wine were to be aHowed to ferment^ like 
the red, when its juice is puxed along with the 
pulp of ttie grapes and their stalks^ the pulp 
and the stalks would spoil the cofour of the 
wine j aad^ the wine would not, in &ct, be 
whUewmeaMdM. 



i^Blevea md a ialf Jeaguei frtm Cotne\ through 
. PMUy and la ChaiiU:) * 

.^ ThVRSDAY N16HT> 30 6cT» 

117*. The: l^iU^ whieh 1 paid this mavning^ 
at Cosne^ came to 4 francs .and ilAsous.r-^1 
supped^ last night, in company with two per-- 
sons, one of whom wasithe drivei^ of what the 
Frenoh call avdiufe de ro»2fl^«i;..that is> a 
heavy carl, or two^wheded carrt^;e, which is 
used in France to convey dl soirta of goods or 
merchandize, froni one part, of .the osontry to 
anottier. I might, if I had chosen so. to do, 
have supped alone;, but^ I haVe^ mtrie it^: a 
point to.mix.Trith the various ctessea of comr* 
pany that I meet with in .thiaWajrH.asjnucb as 
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possibiie. ' it Min«eeMvy fyt « ir^v^Iter t4S6 
titv^ if bertfaodd beeoioMS mqmti«Ml with tlie 
real. cjMCtQter cif th« poefdt. This drtver of it 

Ipsfi, io irliaascampMy CteDo tvifts Me of ibhM; 
coanieiifMi vphkdi sboipas lls«lf * so gs^ttenillj fA 
ibe companyroC thote M^. in point ^fu^ank; 
would be upon a level with hiro'iA&ii^lliiid»*~ 
The supper consbted of some roasted fowls; 
and some little fish friad>-which were caught, 
I was told> in the Loire : they are called gud- 
geons h^e 9 Md ai^ Veiy "sn^y %Btr v^rj good, 
^dsjdes Uiis^ 4h?rei WA9 a f^QH} Vf^dCf ItbM^y 
of beef; soipi^ pe»ebj^^^Q4pipl^j|i|d grapes, by 
way of dessert; and as much wine as we chose 
to drink^^^ which two' or three bottles were 
emptitd^tia great gobd'fawn^ bymy cdm- 
piMiiaB» lettable. . > - 

us: PoniUy and JU-Cfaarit^,^ are both 
situated im the banks of theLoiae,. Sa^ the road 
from, ftri^f^retowank Lyons; , Ba^ of tbaac 
idaoes af e kx tka prov|aea of NKVuanbis, .wkieii 
I eittcfitd^cMi leaving: Cosne^iaad i^t HS^^ 
just on tbiaakie of LaCbaiitit AtLa Charittf 
I ctiosa'lhtf holmi, to cotn^ to thk plfi^,. and 
g^ dirae^ away .froan the bank :af: this ^odf 
of 4ba liaaiiL. The B^Milatfon of ^aOiiI^ 



iar uboiA 4df)Q^ ami filial. of .niiitt^ P^^T ou^ 



]ii9. €)a :tbe j^tber fiUe joI ifae imre^ aier 
eunpg irom firiasre^'; oi .the Mad tq llxi 
Ciiarit^ 41ie country la flait and niAteveslteg, 
ekceptifi^jufit iii^btt nelgbbawhoaisjof Patiiily 
and La ChAif\t&. Both .these twq fiaoes am 
l^outujlpd :by bitb that |ire eo^ereil vf\A 
^\n&^ and that dope do^m to Am hrHmk af Che 
rbitr , The view idl aroiind ^ttili}e isc /bea^ 
tifhl $ but^ genemttjr, as I oam^ atongr the ited 
. Igt^fii. Biftnarne ^lii JLa Oharit^ - i 4»idd a^e jCfaai 
ifae oji^pesite^Msk^irf th^L^Me^ iBo-far^i Was 
fnuich tbe most Tich and Mghly eutlkiftfed of 
th€ two. La Charit6' (« an ancieiit booking 
|ilace. There Is a chureh te the toWiij whieh 
has a conrent- attached to it; bolb of ' the 
building? are sMlUn pretty good repair^ but 
seem to be very old. 

120. Coupolii h a place df oiie faouie only; 
vt^hleh is' a stage^inn, or place atWIiieh to 
fehange horises, or todge, wpon the road.-' The 
house is in >a deH> betwe^- two An^uhtains 
that j^re covered with oak wood, and is what is 
here ealled. the Fbate ttuop- iHtevms^y -wlAch 
hieaiis posf^horse^lMuse. Thfere 43 one of this 
kind- dfi inns, ^ wiei^ fe^ leagtiesr -on art 



Cunbitt' in the iieighb<miiioed^> is wortli II# 
irancs the fme^ «^ they calMt^ which is a 
t^r^^ containing 250 bottles; but| th^o, 
these bottles are large olies^ acoordkig to the 
wine-measure of France^ which is, I believe, 
tibout one-Uiird larger tbiln the wme-miBflissire 
of England. So that the pteceof^vrinecontailis 
^bont eighjfy gaUans, Engli^ wine-measuare. 
Wine, in general, abdut here is worth from 60 
to 90 francs the piece. The borders of the 
Province of Burgundy , the name of which is 
4SO &mUlar to the ears of the lovers of wine, are 
not further distant than about half a dozen 
leagues from ftrinrre : so that> the wine made 
at that place is quite as good as a great part of 
the wine of Burgundy itself. - 

Ul. There is a fine farm now oflfered for 
sale, close by Beauvoir, for 2000 pounds ster* 
ling consisting of 210 acres of amble laud, 
t^ome of whicli se^ns to be as fine land as any 
farmer can want. No part of it is bad land ; 
and the farm ytekls plenty of fuel in its scat^^ 
tered trees and^ its bedge 'rows. The fansi^ 
bouse and ovft^ouses, are -aJL convenient 
enough; tad in good repaii^i' This price is but 
91. lOr. &|d. an acre for iand fi^hold: and 
tythe-free. The taxes are very light. . Tliere 
au*e assessors appointed by tlbe -geremmenty 
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^^ i«.^ ibe i»*'»P««'*^ I«n* here; and thfe 
*^ iUttposed is called the « contribution," 

*** . v*svi*d, ^n »'»'«'«*, according to the real 

8»* ** C *^c ^*"''' '^'*™'*P'» «n JSngUsh farmer, 
valu^*** .^riencein taxation. nr#>..i,i - 1 



*** r^esvi^d, ^n »<»'«'»«» »«ordin^ to the real 
8»* ** # tfcc Ian'*- P^^wps an EngUsh farmer. 
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gofrig ^li^ ift di^ Ii^u«li4 Th0» ate.a greiten 
ntHftStef ^t^e^opte ^ittjloyfedy very ofted^ inab 
hHi W^;- thbift theve Would be ifa die that bas 
as Aiic^h^MlSttoi in £tt||rltil|^f but tfaeempky-t 
niettt Of tl^e^ ^bpte iib of 41 more various kllidv 
f lie ostlel? fe freqwetirtjr a ca/ifcr a» W^ll «s a? 
deiVad^ td iMk after i^ bonseii of stifattgers r 
atkt \^nkei^ ^vmtm spin, Ati^m hemt) atiiF 
Ia!*> attd A^lenri to *e i-ealillf of laug'e^ Aocki^ 
of pdulttf, aiid ge« «im. feady li^ ^^ti* W 
mark^tt Tfc* cbamBermaW, oi' ^teft ihte liaud^ 
tefy hteritelf, miiiany tialci^^ktlbv^^ wmi h(W» 
to' tte rip A ti*Mre1ler'sf hofsS^ st^dk& gi^e^ Wm d 
feed of com^^ as if jsli^ httd b^eiv ab'cu9«!HII<$d pd» 
Ae^flffc^ <* differ. TOeft-efiit *ter;f fe««r pei^i v 
sony trrf^fellilig ^6n the r66d* ftere ti^ V^W 
there are in England; and it is for thi» ^t^an&ti,^ 
I suppose, that the business of entertaining and 

ttectaf wftS the Vapidtf/«6<irde*i ^■|)rt3*t th?i^ 
beloh^td the larid^ ' : , , > 



' \ ai-Octofttk. ' 

12*. Tlie wlnt«V app^Afs to bexi/pprdftiihW^ 

this f)att of thci^ couiifry^' Thejr told itia^, at 

Briarr^*, timt ttie^re-had be^ii no- eold'#eatlMf# 



before I «Aii>e fhejae^ TW M^tlrer wafr tnniiik 
ti&il 141^ th|8 while I reifiwued dt. l&tflR pl'tfce ; 
but yfi6t^i^^aQ4t)i>•dAyrh|kVdbeeff\tfITlcbedty 
bad; 1 wasrgted to get to Bottrge^, <k»t' of si 
cold aml> cvtthig r3t% in ^hich lAUa^ tliat 
six* teagjoes tide was quite moiigb/ 

1^5. The'city offiourges^ whipb is tlie-aa« 
pital 'of thte proviDce^ is- a good^sized- place, 
and. IS. situated "upon the rivers Aurou- and 
Vevrette; its population is upwarcts of l6^O0O» 
The manufactures of Bourges. are^ woolleH 
cloths, sail-clothy cutlery , and saltpetre. 

126. Two gentlemen^ with whom I «upped 
at Coupois last night, spoke id we of flie catlie- 
dral of Bo4iirges, which F Went ib se^ a^ soon as 
r go% her^. ft i% ab^atittfii¥ specimen of gqtbic 
lireMte<6t«l>e?bUt Hhe-rttolMoti seems tb have 
handkdit v^ tokgkljfi Thfe c&rtiedral at 
Amiens i* in»rt^utbhett;et'6tiAtfr pfpteSer^aiiQn, 
and Is, on A&t acMnn^^ thoirgbt tboi-b of ftiari 
the tothedrtrl a« liout*ge«. ft is tfe t6\iVf of 
tfiiS' ca«liedM^ dnd As €gme^ and devices 
tlmt^ m-Mn^nt the principal^ ^ntt*an'ce to 
the bi!kiWih^^ intvhldi Its chiief "feeratity cott- 
fllst^. The gWHpes of figures ovei^ the door 
pereteSj \^ic^ are tnterrded to reprefettit diffe- 
reMt:part^;ofa[prfptaraK histoid, aind the sta- 
tues ^saints, have been-sadly batttrerf about! 
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A gfreat many of the saints, like tliose of St. 
Bertin, at St. Omers, liave lost their heads ot 
arms, or legs, while others have been totally 
knocked away from the fa6e of the building. 
The archbishop belonging to this cathedral, 
has an ancient and fine large palace, which 
stands close by it. He &(eems, I think, to in- 
habit but a small portion of his palace, and 
not to be rich enough to keep the rest of it in 
repair; 'for, the greater part of the windows 
in it are so bare of glass as to render the apart- 
ments not fit to live in. 



. ST. FLORBST-^PROVINCB, OF BEaRV. 

• (Fowr kaff^esfrom Bourges*) 

' Saturday Noon, I Nov. 1833. 
127. When 1 got to Bourges^ yesterday, I 
^und that the inns in the, place were idmost 
all full of Spanish officers, prisoners of war, 
who were either quartered there for some 
time, or going through. I could not get h 
room to myself at all ; and I was oblige<l to 
sleep in a room where some of these Spanish 
officers slept also. I was not a litde asto- 
nished to find, that one of these gentlemen 
smoked a segar as he laid in bed ! This. m9m^ 
ing presented a sad look-out for a traveller*: 
rain and cold. Nevertheless^ I did nof; like 
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Itieaboug^tiof. bretlbiiigtK>nie more, tobacco^ 
smoke .in \my -aleep ; . so, : i : encoimteiied . the 
weather, and came off to this little village of 



SUNDAY. NIGHT, 2. Nov. 

128. Having no. company, to ^moftetne.oti^j L 
remained all this day at St.. Florexit, on acxiQunt 
of. the weather, which was very, stormy and 
unpleasanjt. ... 

• -129* At the inn git which! am' here, ' which 
16 but a small one, I see more to.induce'me'to' 
think, that 'the French are no Pytha^ofeom^ ; 
that is to say, that they do not like vegetables 
bkler thtfii^ meat While I sat^by the kitchen 
fire last nighty I saw three; Frenchmen at their 
Clipper. Obe of them appeared to be a farmler, 
and the other two were b6th Is^uriitg men. 
They made (as it- appeared to me) a very 
hearty meal, upon two or three sorts of stews. 
Of fricassees, that had been placed before thdm : 
but, they afterwards ate one half of a- goose. , . 

• CHATEAUROUX— PROVINCE OF BERRY. 

{Ten and a half leagues from St, Florent, through' 
Essoudun.) 

. . 130. A great change of weather took pla^se. 
imt nighty ai|d(J started,, thi^ monung? upon 
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M fihH ftoi^ wealher tbfll i lmi« luid 

131. The city of Chateauroux^ (hn^^Of^M^ 
tioQ of which is 8000, Is the capital of the 
D^l^fatttnHkt tdH^ tndre, and is situated on 
tbe "fivtt df thftt til^nr^. f h^fe ^f e 'fifotfiltiillc^ 
tttrtes hfel* fdi* Hfddfjfe chihy fiOUngj anA the 
lii&kit^ tff p^i^Atiil^. I ^^^e wSiKm^ in Itbe 
way of buildings^ of any important!^, at C^a* 
tainr^iux^ etceptki^ tb^ vcim of a "fine '6ld 
dmreh (ju^i opposite to the inn wtmre I lodge^ 
wbieh are now sHMle use of as a il^ntw!|f. 

4«3« From this tit}r I turn ^fam towwite 
kMM ; so tfcat tlM» ptoce^ wUdi mi^ to smlr «iiL 
can )»Oi tfinlAe entire ^f FrmHx, and lat iribeiit 
four hundred laaAtes from Calais^ wiU te tim 
eoi^mitgr of my littf e tour. 

138. £fliloildnn is ti town of about tbe 
same me Im Chatemtronx^ situatied oil dm 
river Tbeols. At this place they bleach a 
good deal of dot hy and manu&cture parcAmtfitf 
andpqper. 

184k As I was upon my road from St. Flo- 

ofW^ll^tfsmM dcrttittyf^dple ^^l^dgfy fre^ 



tii €fnxtbmt tomJUr^ mti^ wm Held lit a 
mtte tJMHf t «iiiftigiiwhigh>I.pii$lc4 . A^^iMt 
\pM% of tiiom ap^aiwl <to %e flMbg ^ frifliik- 

imo^ aa^ %Mlm, mtsd .wkatp to ihb fiur lb 
mU, 1 took ^mnicttiar iMUke df the ikqi.: 
^Ifatf "rtMe nil inertrasr^ «iirf ilbc ^rtnalliMt aad 
poomt aniaMls irf the iskeep kmd > ttet I ever 
^Mtr.. ;Mni7 of tbem coidit tM% hftvfc w^igkod 
more tbauJbfepofimd^a^^pKmieFk 

im. I'be ^mmtry I htoi^ pssMd o<r«r iMiay 
is fdratfb thcsMia»w«U thai hePvmtkLaCkaxiVi 
mtd St, W&teut. £xoep ting: just, ronikl tte 
immsvirfaorel s0eTii#;al^ii«Mb']Mach«<livelB 
aadocher iTttit^tiiMs gmvmgsOaiomgMlm^nmS^ 
llie iOOUQtrf KHMiBifllft of one bo-ge pkm, ipjWh 
n^iv «[id tfaea ti imod of beedb or code. "OA 
pivlfi land te all In cultmifieii, imd Mtins «& 
be^ gettefaliy^ good laiid. There is a great 
deal of same mider tine mirface toitMs pkin 
ktid. I do imt know what sort df stiNoe it is i 
bat they miake great laoit lof it m reiminng tb« 
]K)ads. I $»e that iltie )»M^ who mahe the 
]?oads faere^and ^ho are appointed by the go-^ 
Tenu&enN; for die purpose^ cracft ihi stones 
altvdyfe befiu'e they put thetn iipoft %he jv^h 
liiimt meik tv^ar aioit of tm^brm i»^ oi^ it 
sign <diMtmi]^ojmmit,(an)ad nrnk^m. 
f2 
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'WX) .'A KtOB INrpitAKCB. 

• 136^ It £^peair»«6tn?/diat4;be'ninirl jr^^oitopted 
mode-of -iiUkking ourioads.rin tEngbiid^ \Mui^ 
-kave ieetiV Horrofteed' from : ^ French.. fTh^ 
.shape of the ^maint roads. h^re. is c^ctl}^^that 
dh 'whicli .our t|impike«roads» have/been, made 
*^f :lite. The'inaiiteiials to- repair .them, (are 
Ilaid;bnin tfaesaime tnantier ;^and:theiawtnim^ 
*«3ade use of io'c/tacU ibel8t(me& here, a sort -crf 
IJorig-^handled sledge^kamw^y is > precisely the 
same as that madevuse of wkhus. . 

\ 137. In this part of FraiK^ they i use Iflauy 
loxsnlinJuBrne^. 1 saw some ? oxen at work 
at Briarre. They are not/ made to .di*aw 
(as.oxen are in Elngland, or hi America) ifrom 
jthe shouldeiff -but from, the horns. '. Therie >is a 
slight. wooden beaui) to the' centre of whidh 
the chain of the plough, or the pole of. the 
wagon or cart is affixed. The beam is placed, 
each end of it, across : the poles of two oxen 
which are'abreast, so as to come close, to the 
back fiart of their horns. Then a le£[ther tie 
is brought rouiid the front part of their horns, 
.arid bdth ends. of » the tie are fastened ^together 
round the beam. And thus the aninmL4 draw 
along the weight that Js intended i;o be re- 
moved. 11; remember a . book publidied -. by 
JLord Somei'viUe, inculcating: the Amki»g.of 
oxen dritw by the horos, 1 1 remi^mb^. ttot 
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the plates amused me very much. I admired 
his Lordship's invention! "No tricks upon 
travellers" is an old saying.-^I heai'd a far- 
mer in England say^ that he. did not ap^ 
prove' of oxen, in general use, upon a. farm; 
He said be found, that, when he had oxea 
at. work, they fell atcay, because, said he^ 
tkey had not time enough to chew their cudi 
This was certainly a sufficient argument to 
show that 6xen should not be worked by 
him.' The French farmers say, that oxen are 
very aseiiil. They are, in France, very tract- 
able and laborious animals;' and do, some 
how or other, find time enough to chewtheit 
cud into the bargain. The truth is, that the 
English farmer, himself, as well as his oxen 
or other working cattle, has a great deai 
fnoreto do than the farmer here has. Farm- 
ing, in France, is^not the same bustlings 
n^oney^making business, that it always has 
been nn England, as long, at any rate, as I 
can remember any thing about it. The,. far- 
mer here has, like the American farmer, very 
little anoeiety hhout him. His fortune, or wel- 
fare, does not seem to be. so imcertain as it is, 
more or less, with the greater part of our ac- 
tive farmers; 'In the. character of a- French 
farmer, there is not that indefatigable pursuit^ 
of his employment, without which, 'm Engird, 
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k iiunner cannot gw t oir. Tfai» EngKab tonet 
UfiiH ttf care: he canMt doAvilboiit numey, 
attdy to make ibai^ w«rk muat be dbne bjl 
#omei6oci|^. The FrcajcU fai mar liaa ksa to do 
wkb ftton^. Cemparafdvel}} spaakuigv he hat 
searoeljr anjr call for moncjr. Tha denaada 
upon i&a purse are aoft so lar^ aivdl aa frc« 
quest : aiid^ ooasc^iueiitiy^ bk atrKvhigt to obn 
laau sMawf are not m unremiiatiag aatf sa la^ 
bcuioua. Hm laa^l k cttUUvalftd irrith less 
anxiety to Ikimself ; and if the eMeo ^at tuM 
k orer fiftU awagr, it i$ mot foe want of time 
enonigh to chew Iheir cod. There are M 
^' gmAmm fmmen^* in France. There are 
no farmery here that do m>%, with their own 
haods^ do eaaie part of aA theworH that Ji 
Aone upon theit fitfnw. A Igtciaer^ m Frwio^^ 
wQika at the liead of hia n)«a; attd> w^wlet «i 
thet fieldBj lie does net» in hia dretus^ seem to 
he AU}^ (hteg more thw a j^emm bt the htt^ 
a^M^s ahpul whidi he 1^ engaged* In shorty 
t^ fi^y ^ - genthmmfurmat ** in. FreMh, would be 
SMpms^rwuA : H would he puttiug two werds 
togetbei; which would hftve> in sut^k cenjuHe-f 
tb>Q> Bc» maaaiag ; no sort of praeOcal sen». 

139. A gyeal part of the ploughing, and 
other ordiAfti!y woirk upon a Arm, in tbh pari 
oC Fk^aiMae> i^ dene by mde^ and eatfi^ partis 



f^Iwlf ¥|r thjp Jfttttr irf (hM0 aoimali, which 
m mm ^i ^(Mmi p9tju»iu^ gwtif » ^lnJborioMj 

ti^ll^eg ^ tl^ jutfl^ i^ liMJIIg> the hei^ulttll 

POT' «^ft I b^liokl Ih^ imd nu^iw^p to which 
th^y 9a» tffflftt^d in F«ww» ^il^u« refl^atioff 
^ti^ $bwM «it the trfi»Hii««l U)<y phiiMt 

of theiatMn^ i«k ffeu^rfd^ i¥)t ta hwt vmn 
feeling for them than they have for pieces of 

$^0. n <4 ^mi* Tq mk^ uq^v^ lam to 
i«a(^ thf prime fQii]^ 1^0 difiusu}!; hu^ tHeno 
Mn l?^ 9^ 4wbt« tM» ¥1 ^« «ye of moiiaity^ 
W ^t ^ <;«wPQii Iheft lA }e«A mmiiial tbMi 
ijr 1^ |q 1^ wf ^ th^e Mimata wrial if he 
iw^ 4f^ siQk fpd«p the i^fftighfc^ tin its luvhs 
t^pibl^ mi its fipiufi hdn4i { luM then tn heat^ 
IQ fo#«l» wd tftl^mrabe it frr up* MhMQMw 
wth if^d. 

, 130* Thfi Fi^ei^ are lauah tmon gmde m 
Ibfiir treatment ^f all taiae^ animah diaft ism 
af e^ I muat ohsfrve, bowe¥ar> thaiiy wbife they 
do no not ^ive tktif oxen^ fey instaiifa^ sn 
hard, th/ejr are noik fli> n^uob iiidk|#d ta "vfi^ils 
hard ^lta»i««2vat. The best horaea th^t run ia 
the diligences here, are almost as rough in their 
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coatd as our forest powys- are 5 but they do 
not get- knocked aboxit as our coach-hoi'ses 
do. Tbe^^sleekest of our coach-horses would,' 
I dare say, if he could speak lor himself, rather 
belong to - the diligence thaa . to - the English 
^tage-coach. In the former of these concerns 
lie would' be oftener- washed than he 'Would 
he iwell 'brushed ; but- be would lead a much 
etmev ii/fe. — I never knew a Fr^Lch sportsman 
with. a> starving dog : with an-Biigitdh sports^ 
man I hare rarelvseen-.a welWed one* 



^ • 140. I see that there is very little variety in 
the mode of cultivating the vine in France, as 
fajr* as - L have gone through the country; . Ill 
aUithe vineyards thait 1' have seen, tbevines^ 
are planted in rows.- The ro^vs are from three 
t&ioHv feet apart;, and the vines, in the row,' 
from two ^to three feet -from each other. The 
vjnes seldom gset up to above four orUve feet 
high. They are cut down, in the mt^ith of 
February, or thereabouts, very close. There 
isia little of. the last yearfswood left, but not 
_m«nyj^ittehes of it, to give new ' wood - for the 
next season. When they begins to shoot, in 
the Spring,, there are stakes, of. either round 
ar/split: coppice. wood,. which. are. about four 
feet long, and .an inch and.a half in diameter; 
mid one of thesestakes is stuck into the ground 
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near the ^tem of each. vine.. The stakes. are 
uitended to give a bold to the tendrils^, by the 
means of which the vines climb up, aiid9:thys^ 
keep themselves clear from, the grouQc). 



qHATlLLON sua INDRB— PROVINCE, OF BBRRT. 

{Eleven leagues from Chateauroux, through J3m- 

zangois.) 

141. This morning 1 break&sted/at Cha« 
teauroux. I had some coffee for. breakfast^ 
but the landlord of the inn and. his. fa^nily^ 
who had their breakfast about the same time, 
ate soup and drank red wine^ Not only did 
they eat soup, but, in. the soup there .vi^a^ cab- 
hoge: boiled cabbage for breakfast.!. This 
shows how much habit does for the taste ; for, 
.what Englishman would, if he could get any 
thing else, feed upon soup with cabbages, in 
it early An the.mornvng?. I do. not see, how- 
ever, why this cabbage soup (which,had plenty 
of fcrcad in it) and the wine, should not be 
about a thousand times better. for br^ak.j&ist 
than the cold potatoes, hw^ the tea, which, are 
now so fashionable amongst the. common 
people in England. 

142 CbatiUc^n .sur lodre i& a little. town> ou 

F ^ 



thekft bank of the ri^er Indrev tinnn^U 
h ritQBted on the right bank of the mme river. 
This laltor plaee lias a camim-jimndry bek^ig* 
ing to it, besides some other iroo-works^ It 
ought to be, if it be not, celebrated for its 
ngUness. There are not many streets, all to- 
gether, in the little town ; but those that there 
are^ ar«[ the n^ost crooked, the most oarro\r^ 
and the most dirty of all the streets I have 
ever seen. There are two little villages oil 
the road, one oa each side of Buzancois t the 
first is called Villedieti^ the next Clion. There 
is a good deal of vineyard all about these vil-* 
lag^, as well as about the town of Buaan^ois* 

143: At Villedieu there is m old castle, with 
a pkntation of trees round it, encircled by a 
stream of wateirwhich flows round the pre- 
mises so as to give tbem the appearance of a 
Mttle inland. A great many of the otd castles 
and fime countiy houses in Fn^nce are now 
ttumbl^iig to pieces, for want of somebody to 
inhabit them. They seem as if their day had 
gone by : as if they had belonged to a state of 
things very different from that which now 
exists here* 

144.' The river ludre runs, at no great dis- 
tance from the road^'all the way fi^om Cha- 
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teauroiix to this place. The river is bordered 
by water meadows^ with cows, of the pretty 
little kind I before mentioned^ aod oxw, gn»- 
ing upon the meadows. Some of these oxen 
are almost as good looking cattle as any I have 
seen in England* They are of a middling size^ 
bat well farmed, and seem to be of a VQry dis* 
ti»€t, or true, breed. 

145^ The labouring people, or p^a9aigktry> 
have, generally, cows of their o^jR* Son^e- 
times one cow, sometimes two or Uire^ ^pws 
belong to om labourer's, family, Tbey also 
keep pigs, of their own. The wives or 
children of the labourers attend to the cows 
aud the pigs, through the day» during wbieh 
these animals are sufTered to rove about, and 
f«^^d 09 the si4?B of the roada aad lane»« Th^ 
pigs of France are all of one kind, W8 far an I 
have ^een. That kind is not, by any mmn&^ 
the ii}<9st bem0ijul kind of pig. A great laiany 
JPrencb pigs, of the sort that I see here, were 
taken to England just after the last war. 
They wertf very long legged and ugly «rea- 
tupps, to look at, when poor; but they w^ere 
not, aec^ording to the reports of those who 
&tten^l them, so uncomely when in the shape 
9f pork and bacoe. 
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COBMERY — PROVINCjE OF TOURAINB- 

{Ten lectgne^ from ChatUlon- sur Inctr&i througU 

Loches.)^ 

5 Nov. 

146* When tlie French drink, each Oftber^» 
healthy they. tap their glasses^ one. against the 
other, and do so, very frequently, without ac- 
companying the act by any speech. Last 
evemfig, at Chatillon silr iHdre, 1 saw firve or 
six Frenchmen^ who appeared to be all me- 
chanics or labourers, drinking wine with the 
landlord of the inn. They all held up their 
gtesftes ' together, and e&ch one tapped the 
glas^s of all the rest of the company, before 
he drank. It appeared to be a rule of polite- 
ness that they should all drink at one time. 
They talked almost incessantly, and seemed 
to be alltalking at once. If one of them hap- 
pened tQ say a word, just as they wei-e all 
about to drink, all the rest would simul- 
taneously take the glasses from their mouths, 
and fall a gabbling agaiu directly : so that, 
the cexemony of salutation, had frequently to 
be repeated four or five times over, before the 
ardour of their conversation would admit of a 
pa^use in which there was. time enough to take 
a draught. 1'his manner of drinking together, 
which I have noticed upon more than one oc- 
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easion^ has- a g«>od* deal tended to strengtben- 
niy preoonceiv^d notions of thesobnety of this 
p«ople^ as far, at any rate, as relates to drink/ 
The conversation of Frenchmen Is not, to^b0. 
sui^e, aUvays serious enough to be called sober* 
Btit, there was a something in the putting off> 
the postponement of the draught, which I 
oould not help regarding as a sign of sobriety ; 
as a departure froYn that paramonnt devotioi^ 
which, in the company of our countrymen, \9 
too commonly paid to the bottle,, 

147* Locbe^ is a town, on the river Indre* 
Tbelndi^, a little- river, is a branch of ttie 
Loire, and joins the Loire at about half way 
between Tours and Angers, which two places 
are both situated upon the Loire. The. popu- 
lation of Loches is between 4000 and 5000. 
Its manufactures are, woollen cloth, cotton cloth, 
and paper. There is, I am told, an EfigUsh 
lady at this place, who has a. large manufactory 
oi cotton cloth, established and carried on under 
ber own direction. 

148. Loches is a most curious old place^ 
and is well worthy the examination of stran- 
gers and travellers, on account of the manner 
in which a great part of its- houses are si- 
tuated aii^i made. Thg town-stands round the 
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slope or deoKrily of a high iiiovinliiin« . The 
inov^tain b» I believe^ on mtiiv TQpk, exoc^ipg 
on Ibe Qwfaee, wh^i^ ther<$ 19 ^ eUkmy mA 
gqod sqU, such us tha wif Ukoa be^ ta grpw 
in. Tbt b^u^e^^ of the inwa.er of niaking 
ifrhidi I mn ^pcMtkiiig, nr^ excw^XiQm in th^ 
aolid rcKJc, ^ bftnl stone^ which eooipo^ep Uiq 
body of the mouetftin. After bovipg oaiide a 
bole hi the rock, sufficiently lnvge t^ foriD ^ 
dweUing, they bwld up fi wall, iu frpiit of the 
hole^ with a part of the materials cut out iu 
the excavation. In the wall the window- 
places and the door- way to the hoiise are left 
open. But it is not absolutely veeessary Iq. 
have aay Imtding^ in tiiie making of thia soit 
of house I fer I see^ ia many cases, houses 
made in the rock, iu such a way as to leave a 
front wall of goUd siwifj and this is done, by 
hewing away, in the Jront of the rock> only 
suefa places as will be wanted lo be open for 
doors or tMBdoif», and so completing the rest 
of the cavity inside, without removing the 
front part of the rock, which is, in general, 
destroyed, because the building up of a wall 
in its stead is less U'oublesome than woyM be 
the hewUig of a wall out of the solid rock 
its^ The smoke from the fire-places of 
these bouses is con^cted through a chimney, 
wbieb is a hole made up through the rock> to 
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come oat upon the ride of the Buooataia ; md^ 
OR diat pari of the steep which fomui Um» roof <if 
the house and plaee for the outward part of the 
outlet of the chimaey, there i^ very frequeatl]^ 
a kaf; with a growth of high trees and bsram^ 
bk» to surmount and omaaient the whole. 
The stables^ cart-houses, and other offiees be<> 
longing to these dwellings, are all made, in a 
like manner, out of the rock. The eitief grow 
exeeedingly well la the ground about these 
houses ; and, from the form of the mountain, 
in many instances, the vines might be as well 
cultivated upon the roo/k of the hauseSf as they 
are in the gardens on the level ground be-^ 
neatfa. 

149. Between this place and ChatiUon sur 
Indre, I saw several women apreodut^ Aatf 
^iih their Hande I I have, in many instances, 
in this part of France, seen the handa of the 
softer f ex employed Jn this uubecemiBg kibour^ 
some of the women spi*eading the dung upon 
the land, while others of them were carrying 
k upon their haek^ in b^skete int% the Jktds ! 
Many of my readers, even the most credulout 
among them, will, very probably, give me 
credit for a Kttle romand$ig, when I pubUsh 
such a relation as this. It is, however, no*' 
thing more tlilan is strictly tree j it is, in oMioy . 
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places, as ' common a- thing for women to.be^ 
thus employed, as it is for almost any kind of. 
work to be going on upon a farm. I carinqt: 
see this, in Fi-ance, without being reminded, 
of "La Politesse Franqme^" the boastied poUte^ . 
ness of the Frenck. I have heard that the Get'- , 
mans treat their wives with great want of ' 
kindness and respect; that they, even inake. 
them, clean their horses, and black their sboe$. 
But, the Germans are not at all famed fftr;their 
elegance of manners, while MormeiAr. has made; 
us believe that he is the very pattern of polite*, 
ness. I have asked Frenchmen the reason 
why wom^en, for whose favour they, sue in 
terms so flattering and refined, to whom tbey, 
pay their compliments the least dissembling, 
and make the lowest of their most inimitable 
bows ; howvit is tliat women, who,, in France, 
are the objects of such unqualified, professions. 
of attachment and respect, are obliged to.r:^n-. 
der services so improper to the character of 
.their sex. It is said, by way. of excuse, that a 
great part of the men. are engaged abroad ; 
that they are.soldiejrs, or belong to the navy, 
or to maritime trade ; that tljey are not, in 
liovt , at hotne^ and, cojisequ.ently,. that tlie. 
fiien that af e kft upon the land have not «//- 
fitmnt strength to cuUivaHe iU T)\h is an ex- 
euse whicb do^s no honour to ^he makers of 
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it ; it is, indeed, ho excuse at all ; for, if it were 
admitted as sacb. Englishmen would harve a 
right to exact from their wives and daughters 
just as .much as Frenchmen do from theirs j 
and, yet, they do not, though there must be n 
larger portion of Englishmen abroad than 
there is of any nation in the world. - It is 
a)so said, that it is more agreeable to na- 
ttire^ and more healthful, for women to be at 
this kind of work, than it would be for them 
to * live idie. Such an excuse is equally fri- 
volous and false. What is- contrary to nature 
cannot be generally healthful, and, M is quite 
enough to hee these women in France, to be 
convinced that Mcmstewr gives them a vast deal 
nf6re to do than nature and the prevention of 
idleness can requir*e. They are round-shoul- 
dered j - they walk with a step as heavy as that 
of the most awkward of our plough-boys; 
their faces are very much* sun- burned, and 
their features are so hard that they scarcely 
look like women : the muscular form of their 
bare and brown arms, in- particular,- show?; 
that the ' oppressive sway to whicii they ar« 
obliged to submit, is such as effectually to de- 
grade tliem, and such- as must' imply unman- 
liness as it touches the* character of tho*i^ 
who bear that sway. I ought not to pass 
over this subject without doing justice to the 



U4 ^ aiw Tn F»4«^ipii, 

My fethfir b«^ r««MKfc^ soi^^iFtlii'i^ i» bit 
wi:Utoga, Hw*, in pro jwrtjofl^ 9^: i^^ ^i?^ ^dj^ 

port, of thi9 a«»ertioQ» Wbw i w^ i^. A^^^r 
rica I livied (ia or4er tpy Ve^ft tafj^ak fr? i*pW 
* gao4 white iroppg Fmwb »«f^ffJo^ Th«r 
w^re v^ry poUtej st^d^ g^ei^y^, gf^-4f!i¥l-» 

(Kl fu^^c^n^ of \>ibq^ tj^y Wp[^ H^ 

gwm^et4ji t^vls IQ »siff» U»« wmP ¥f iwiiilfT 

to thtoH thftt 1*(^ wwW V9|«9,t^rijly ii^iel4 ^i|y 
y^W if Wsk|w<»<f5»f#^ w«re II um^^ q( w^Hhnt 

hU pi^teoftiw? <0 tl^, ttan i^ WWI4 fife 1)^ 
fair comt^yrwofn^ ^pi^K^ dHIW ^^ ^^ 

of Af<w««*r> rW}i?ul^ and m^^^9 ^*W 8i|i8fi? 
jAeir Aok^Jc* ta bw: that qf a ff^ske.tfy^l ijf <i(v9w4 



(Five leagues from Cormery.) 

ISO^ Tbe couiitJfy> frQm CkateMronx to 
T^iiV9> p^icttlarly on the ^pptoaeb la ibUi 
IftU^r pteee, i^ ipore int^i^ti^f tk^ ibM on 
ite otiier m4» of Cbat^wt'oux, Tbere is • 
gppd dfftX of opem liwi4 without »y fiQiieie» } 
li^ fenc^ nr^iMM^ h49r«^ of miif ¥ vm^ wwipti 

mnmhi 4>f «in]r }$ij»d> 9}k>wetf to mn Ioo«0» 
tiAerttpc»aftrmorttpon t]»finuKl«. Tber« 
jg^n^ifiVtS^rqft irepf^ss, «Yen Ottlhe. |MI ©f 
a fioek of |t<f|ieif^ for tbes« birds, m w«ll nf 
98k Tcmng ftoiaMdft, aboul a &rai> b»V€^ eoon 

Toun^> <^n tte right hm^ ilide erf* the it^» 
o(M9»ii)^ from Com^iy^ tber^ is a fideoM piMe^ 
called GrAiMQt TQurftifiafi.mhlM9iipprick^ 
and die houfia lUt Cvnmow, 19 a paiact, which 
waslrailt by a fiamw arcbbis^op» and yvm 
put into othQf hands at tU« ttiM of tb^ R^ov 
lution; Tbe estate nfiiw b^loi^ to 9Qme one 
who lives at Tcmrs^ but who h» allowed h»« 
-purobase to beeome much wanting in i?epair. 



\ 
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152. Tours is the finest city, by far, that I 
have yet been in an France, -excepting Paris, 
with which) of course, no othei' is to be com- 
pared. It is beautifully situated in a valley, 
with the Loire ininning along on one side of 
it, aad the Cher on the other. The river Cher 
is a branch of the Loire ; ' it joins the Loire at 
some distance below Tours, and runs, from- 
To^irs, about thlrtyieagues to^the south. - Ow 
entering Tours I cross the Cher. There is-a, 
hirge space of ridh meadow along side of the- 
riverj ''ami here I saw a flock of sheep,- the- 
b^est steck of that kind that I have seen< in> 
this -country. The common sheep; and the. 
meriao^, that'J hh\e seen in France, do ivott 
w^igh nK»re -than ftom • W to 13 >po^nds> 
aqtmrter-; but the sheep Avhiehl' s6eon*thW 
meadow would . weigh j I should think^ as mtK^- 
as 20 or 25 pounds. They are handsomely 
formed, as well as of a good sizey and are* not 
unlike our New Letcesters. They are rather 
short than long legged. . Their fleeces ai^e- 
white, and- pretty heavy. Their, feces and' 
legs -of a dingy red colour, like those of ^ the* 
South Downs ii\^ England. M*'- Arthor^ 
YouwG, in speaking, a good many ycare ago, 
of the sheep of France, says, that, in'general,- 
these sheep are bad ; or, at any rate, that they' 
are quite inferior sheep compared to our ownj 



and I tbink^ froEn-wbat I have seeo^ that the 
French have very little improved in this, ar* 
tide of stock. 

, '153.. 1 have seen many herds ofgoaU^ 
grazing along with the cows^ asl c^me from 
phateauroux. The goats arey I am informed^ 
used for their pilk, of which there i&a good 
deal; of cheese made in Ahis country. 



. -154. I cross X»oire> ^S^^> at Tours, san^ 
then leave that river, for good^ on my way tq 
Rouen. The Loire runs close by. the edgje of 
the city, and i% at Tourg, wider,! thinkythau 
the Thames is at London. 

155; As soon as 1 arrived at Tour?, I went 
to look at the cathedral. It is not to be <;om- 
pared with the cathedrals .of Biiurges or 
Amiens. It is, however, the .finest building 
tha-t now remains in this city ; but the despoil- 
ing iipgei;s of the Revolution have. left their 
ti'aces upon even this. . 



- • Friday NiGrtT, 7 Nov. 

15!5. I have stayed at Tours this- day, in 
order that I might goto see some vines, .which 
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h^oag to ibe Itodlotia of ^e km Mrhere 1 

1m^* 

157. 1 dined, yesterday at the Table d'H6te. 
Ig<yt4itt5 eon^rsMioQ wfth my latidlbrd, who 
Was one of the coitipatiy, Md wkdm 1 \aA titot 
eeeti before. After talking with this gentle^ 
liiM sfome time, I made boM to a.4t him wiittt 
he was, wben { found ^at he was my hoi^t. 
He told me, amongst other things, that there 
were <i grent msntj Etigiisfa ii^Ofite ^t Tows $ 
dr, ttt lettst, that there had been of late, inany 
of ft^m, ^ven families who had settled there, 
bavitig feft the place on accotmt x^the^pavAsh 
war, from the resnlttif whidi fli^etitenaitteii 
apprehensions of danger to themselves. He 
foM Ttte that th&re was mi EngliKh MbkMsan^ 
Hving in aHae hoti^ nearTouri,^^^^ est^e^ded 
much WM^y in the neigiibotit^^odd. I asked 
him if the io^ds ki hh couti^ty M^ere as rich ia» 
those in my iionatry. He ss^ he did noi ex« 
aetly u^dersifand me^ for, that there wei'e no 
persons in France of the name of iJofd. There 
were NobkSj he said, but no '* JMt Lords.** 
But, said I, if you have no noblemen that you 
call Mi Lord, you have noblemen that you 
•call Mon Seigneur , which means the saitte 
tiling. We could not understand one another, 
for some time. He could not conceive how it 



two titles that had but one common meaiiift^ : 
and I laughed when I heard him explain his 
idn of Att^diff^^iwe tel^fMii ttk^ iwo Ikies. 
Th^ 'BrmA fmofie write tte fiwifc 9fy Ltftd, 
M iMi^ i*Udi YoaMBtht wtii^ifiVphy of ^h« 
plftMe MMte^hal mom cc»l«l|pdlftteHi With 
ikttt if Itoi^ <mr A tonguil^«^ Our WMrd ^kott- 
jnMkb, 1« tirrlm*ts ih ¥tmc^^ inSM^. AAd my 
iioit bad «lw«yft «itp(909eiil» be itiild^ tbtft ^ite 
W0rI ilfi) yfAil^ f^rt»eeded the iiiade t^f ik»^ 
iiKiK8^>«(m^Mftfy¥^l^5toiy>tt4M (dT 

tte llNM^rMitt&.s I^MiA, iti FFfiffeh^ Vi^aatt IM«»« 
AMdly SOy tiittt^ If ithe titl6 df Hil £liglMi 
tMblSftllM iim^ Wrln^n itf /kK, k Wdtold 1^^ 
JMUSte Jfidff <, «Dr5 Loi^ of thints^ds : ai Lbtd 
^oi^k « g^eftC %nam( J^aiu;^ H ^€^. tie said 
4thtt«» IM9l$([^i*dtHt to tMts iKftlOtl ^ hh^ ifae ctnOA 
not 8tp|]iiMe Itet ^ JlR Z^^Hd '* fn^ant iibi^ samift 
M '^ My* ;§^^etif ;" <9(r^ ^M bi?^ ouY'lVdbteil^ 

tlm^ tM^n itm« Se wfts qciktB aitMiish^d 
Whii»i i^tbia htf^^httl theiitie of M tmd^ tfi 
lite-Mi'lti k,i<«S5 asWdlas thiil:<)f llfen ^^^ 
nmr^ «llpbMd'0f ^fstidtinj^ «^k>ng With the WMt 
(df pectiMai^ titWtis, The French ^11 d man 
ffeaf^b <sm>rm^it%ty ^h, a MiZKd>iiSrire, whi<A 
is ttn ^irtmv^a^aiit le^ IMaiikig:, A tnlDi of 
ni»to;»»: iiml%hfe(li()i#6«reir4efironiei6tiBk«A^ 



i,36 -A M,ipm^ff iWRAmsB. 

be) .w^/my IwdliHiA's idea ol.wEk Bngivih 

IdS.MTbe-neighbourbood of Toufstis a great 
place rA^. viaee^ andfortbe aaakiiig' of -fine 
wiae. I went al^og with \ my ;laadh>cil :to»day 
to ;see iite vjoeyard^ :wbioh 19 ; at . abont 'liaif 1 a 
le#gue.lrwi;tbe otty* The viDli^e of :tbe 
bla^ tgrap^ is .noi qutte finiriied, .here^ and 
jl^t5o£;tb^ wbUe gra{)ea isnol begim. Id^tWs 
part^of Fj'apce they let the white grapea faaag 
a$ Jong a$ fK>88tt>le^ before they gather tben^ 
beotiM^ey they aay^ it makes the wine stronger 
fRiil<^ better flavour. The mow is, th^ tdl 
jfae^.^soiaettm^* upon the ground be£EMre the 
grapes are gathered. I saw a great :md9y 
acres ^pf viaeyaKd to day. The . vines iook 
beauti&il at tbis-time, with all their leaver: ojf, 
apd loads of ripe grapes .hanging upon tbeoi. 
The vines, which are planted in cuttings^ pr 
sUps (just as gooseberries and ctirranis are) Qf 
the last year's wood, begin to hear. when ^bont 
fDur-or five years old. An a<ye .0/ vi^^yard^ 
of the best sort of vines, in ftlll bearing, js 
>vortt), at Tours, about :S000 francs; or I2bj.. 
pf OMV^nioney. This year,, they say, tbe.vin^s 
will yield from ID to 12 barrels of .wine to (be 
acre ; . barrels of 2J&0 bo^tttes each ; oiy as rWas 
before observed^' of abou^ SQ J^qgii^h.wiiv^- 
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gaUvDs each« Geod.wiiw nuqr be boo^t at 
Toors; b}c the mii|g^ botde^' for 10 sons,' or 6d. 
£;iigiish^.tbe bottle. The barrel, or pHee, of 
thiaryeai^s wine^ will bring from £0:to 60 
firaacf, at' ti^is place. But the wine of this 
jtw will- not be of the best quality, on acccnput 
of the grapes not having ripened qmckhf, which 
they should., do to make very good wine. 
Some of the vines are very old : some of them 
forty, some fifty years old. The land rbund^ 
Tours is hilly; uncommonly good strong 
land, and stoney, which is just the' cfeiaracter 
of la|fd to suit the vine. There is mn^ '^rock 
in the hiHs; here, as at Loches ; and the wine- 
makers have caves, hewed out of the rocks, 
underthe brows of the hills, in which 4o de- 
posit the "wine, and to carry on the process of 
making it. - Some of the vines in this part of 
the country are cultivated in the espaUer 
feshion. liiia is not, however, generally the 
case, wher^ ther^ is ai^y considerable quaatiiy 
of vineyard together. ' The common' way is, 
to'Stick oiiest^cfi about four feet high, up to 
each vine. The stakes are pulled up^ at. this 
timeof the year, when no longer wanted, and 
placed away in a sidck,^ just as faop-p6ks are 
ifi Englknd. The stakes are, as I said befiMV, 
made of copince-wikid, hazel^ ash, and other 
kinds^ They do not last above a couple of 

Q 
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ymXB; §at^ i£jjta§Al<mger, tbey^become folliM, 
and -ar^ easily, brol^an hf the ,wiiid. I ttob* 
trii^ AftOhat^aimiDx^ informed, tbaf j fiiftlier 
to. the. Smithy the eultivaleiB of the vfaie mdce 
use o£«takes:of locuai, wbiob, the]? sajr, gnonr 
in ooppiees^ and la^ a great nuoibeE of: years. 
The LoemiiB^ iaFranae^ generally qlattf^fio- 
fimar; but in the vin^aods the stakes aCiit'am 
oalkd, Ms de fer; air,' inm-rcood^ a naiBie 
"WiMk the Locost voy well deserirea. 

1$9« Thei^ id a kind of grap?^ wMc;b.I «^w 
of^ sfijia^^, vines, l^nek made, use of i» gl^^A CP^ 
-tew: if> i*e red wjwie. When tftfe grpcps: is, 
^WM^siNy tlM^jiMQe UnC ^ fi^e darJi qp^Hft.a. 
lOWftitte .^ pwrp^ AUd.i^^ It in,wa(^,iipfi of 
iAgiyme^ w)oipi;.t9 aU red'wii^^^vrbichc^dr 
qo^ l|WFe,tbe,fin^/^oll^ tbit wii^ lee.i^ i^ Imt 
%.lh(xns(soft^jBartofgiapeu T^vf^t^, 
of itti^:^hit^ ffrppfos^hefl^ni^ thin ym> a(;ahfiui^ 
thisjiM»«ij,lbfe7ife otiNwiwnbei% 

of.i^y,}^!^!^ liSpip; $h$;EWp« .of a. vfjgrnp.. 
*w. few ali |>«lr|8. <rf tt^i; k^ffdni- "I*!?! 
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sl/riite^ lor the aiRsraitiMNiatioii i^t Ibe hor0tii 
of «iich.T]itlon,:ooiil2niieii:«p^ whvm 

dredstiiira^. TJ^eirindowpketi^ lo^^fc^bid 
in&rnNd HM^.wem^ih Umck9eHhig:jf»airt0f Ae 

ROW faiiieKisteiiQ^. Tlam iMasinimg^frnffi 0f- it,^ ' 
vrtddbL ]9uttitti eoough 'to mal^ t ft' g^ 
^Bi9tbQttse>. h oempacd* faf like -to^lber^nulftMiii 
el Bq^Iiost^ uriliQ T^ntiF ir of ». gentleman by 
wlioiSbaUdie confisottted^eiitate teiMbii^ft>ptii*^ 
chased. I see that the walls, which iised^^d 
enclose the gardens of tUs fine-qpnreat, re* * 
tminxisktmthiAn AejriftrecbwiltofiVeiy solid 
mfiM«ial9^.»llrare:nQi lessUbAtfithJM^ -feet^ faa 

16L Tie cliurch of «^ Martin^ whiebused^ 
in former times^ to be the richest cfaurebi in 
TonrS) lissdmost cn^^^tei^RiyeA^-* Nothing 
but the tower ofjt remainsi^ apd^bat is no^ 
used as a sKoMower. 

1^ Titacsiia atttimpiiKrtiflri;i]iiukiiftcl«ri^ 
ptoce«. te. iMniifiMituMd arei^ ¥i«f /varioiii 
Theaiil)^. oonridtBablejURtiebs ws^i jiitoi xtf 
diSerMtt ldiul% iiMoiteti clodU^i Mtf *ifv oM 

imfaotwefLittJFrniBe^ .EBsof<afefjr fiiit> ifi^Uliy^ 
> G 2 
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and of great beauty in its way. The jbuhiey^ 
men employed in Ae clofA and riKc niauu&c- 
todes^ bere» gel from 1 to 8^ andy fK>me of 
thedi, 4 franes a^day. ' The wages of men 
servants, such as grooms, or footm^eh, may be 
sialed at about 300 trancs <or 121. a^yeA*) 1>e-^ 
i^idestheir board and lodging. A maid iser- 
vab^ a housemaid, gets from 160 to 200 JTrancs. 
A 000k (a valuabte servant among the French) 
about 300 or 350 francs. I speak of these as 
dm servants of gentteinen, 'or persons of for- 
tune. 

• 163. The city of Tours, which is the ca- 
pital of this Province, is an extensive place. 
Its population amounts to 21,000 inhabitants. 



. • %J^ VLQVBy^jnMVVffCM OF tOUAAINK. 

'y : . (^piijc leagues from Tours,) 

Saturday KiCiHTy 8 Nov. 

• 164^' Before l;!8et off fnimToiivs this mohi- 
ing^Ji/went,/ as i had been directed by the 
Comliusfii^ner of Police,, to the BUel de i Vitle^ 
iViucbU ^^ plaice for transacl^g all the pub- 
lic bulineteof^tbe city«^' Here is the oflfice of 
thd Jday(«:« It .was neoeflary for me4o go to 
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this office^ in <»der to have my pamport for 
England si^ed. With regard to my pas»* 
port, I have found no sort of difficulty in tnU 
yellinj^. I got i^ in the first place, 'from the 
jPrench Ambassador, in Loddon^ at whose 
office it was .signed for Paris. Qn quitting 
Paris^ I had it signed for Tours ; that is to isay, 
the officer who signed it stated> upon the pas^-^ 
port, that I was permitted to go as far as that 
place. As sxkm as any stranger arrives, at an 
inn, iivFrance^ al!thou|fh1t may be his inten- 
tion to lodge thiere but for one nighty the 
people of the house are cibliged to make a re- 
port of him ^0 the police; whereupon, it is , 
the duty of some officer (a gem d'cime> to 
come to the inn and examine your pai»sport, 
to see whether you be travelling according to 
lis terms. An innlceeper is also oUiged, when 
you leiEiye his bouse, to infori^ the police of 
your depTarture. But these regulations are 
not always strictly observed on the part of the . 
innkeepenf, for I have lodged at several places 
at which the people paa^ noreport of me at 
all. It is, however,nvery proper for a traveller 
to be careful how Ae act wldi regard to such 
matters; for, if I, for instance, were*to proceed 
on myi-road from Tours to Rbuenv without 
" there being any certificate of my having the 
permission of the government to proceed in 
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tfaat direction^ I sbpuld, if a gens d'arme welre 
to demwd ^ look 9t.iDy4;re4eiitiiaIs^stffiid a 
cliffpce of being t^sooned bijr liutt l^abk agfdn 
tp Toiim ! I ii%bt> to be mrc, 90 all tbe ^^^ 
without ]>eiiig sut^ected /to 90 uupkaaiiit att 
adventure 1 ;but^ the postiWifx of bting so 
sutyepted . i^ a suttcient indMcetueiit td a 
traveller to wind what be is ^boUt. ' 

. l^. I wepV therefore^ tosetmy^passpott 
$ign^ iasucfiarvway as io 9U0W ntefogo to 
ISoglfttd i^y ^ way of CaJaiiL I hmi to wai^ 
&ir:S^^aEi?tiipe»i^ the |K>Uce office. Whil^Ifiat 
tbfre, a wcHEpad^ainaiigfll; otfierpcmaotis^ came 
into tbfi ofl^Qe^ and, upon being asked iy one 
of the olerkfi what fiie wanted, approached 
}^wa^.hkQ> hcfldioff out a Htlie boik. The 
cl^^ teok hold ^ liie book^ alid leaoed back 
in hj» chaicv to TMd* It di4 nH ^rika me 
what could be tbe mttLmtig of this j but I ob-i 
served that the wowaii eyed hfm wlA Igreat 
aoy^ety. The eleilc looked through the book 
for some tiipe without saying any thiag ; but, 
^y-aud*by, al) of a sudden, giving it start, and 
^arfjing. an indicant look at the womaD, he 
e^i^aiBaed : ^^ What, Madam ! Hope for per- 
w^smo^ to iHibhsh a book like Ais ! PoUHcs in 
loee-fiongB ! " ^[ Tene?,"" said he, to the mor- 
tified applicant ; " Te&ez : emporteas vdtre 
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livfe! Chwte^ Jtadaofle, i&Phfh&ur^ MtSAt 
que Y0I16 tMlrieiS y ttMte, de la^p6tUiqd;e It n^ 
ftut piis ^lA^iert''^ Theidtie «|^^^^ t6 
be fhid: tlxe ^mitti MA itfi/^bbdks; M<t 
wme, in comjAianee w$i^ tbut p&n ti( &e laWs 
of F^nee ^vvllieb'gUiudsiljgfi^^ th^ <« lid^iM- 
msn^^ftheprea^'' toliaVe ifie fbUjgf4^dok ib 
^pie6ttl6ti ieMimiiied^ previous to'hiet tl^tMfitig 
t^ tMtiSkh it; iu^A, it Ivto iVte dtecovcrry of 
dbttl^ tbyi^ig Whicfti ttiade riatber t66 ft^e wit|L 
a forbbideii stt^^ct ^iit <i^5fed tli& 6fli^r 
(omcitfailikg tt6 Are the sonjgpB of Ibte) to to- 
du^ iti thtee Vekiem^titljT loyal ekprekstoai^ 
wUeh terrtfi^ tbe ^oor Woman^ and whieh 
^i« site a toieibh Wdre xmtisct icfea UiaA 1 Had 

166. La Rouo Is but a villk^e; Tliei^ Is 
4moilier villi^ quite ft smidl one^ bikt a (iretty 
places oaHed MembretiH^ b^tw^m tfais add 
Touik 

i67* The market of Toiirfe, #hic» I weiitto 
look at this iboniitig, is one of t^ty geneiU 
traffic. Cattle and hbi^ses^ besides Jdl sorts bf 
ve§fetable% fruits^ and eoarse niamifinetiii^s, 

. ,r, ; ; . .— ^ p— : ^ TTT 

* Here, Madam^ take ivway jfonr book. SiDg of 2bi;e, 
MlUrain, as iniich as you ple^d; but, of peiitics yoU 
iiiii|^lidti(fag! 
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are br6|igbt therty every Saturday, for: sale. 
A' good stout cart-faoF^e, at this mark^t^ U 
worih from 300' to 400 fra|»cs (from: 12L to 
16/. our money) and upwards ; a.co^^.from 
fiO.to 100 francs (frovi 3/. IO9. to ,4L) The 
corn market k held in an old gothic ch^iei. 
TJ^e price of wheat, at Xours^ is from 13 to. U 
francs the -sacH of ;1^46 French pounds weight. 
Rather c|ieAper than . at :Briarrie.r ' M Ch^^teau.- 
<roux wheat wqs worth, at the time I passed^ 
about 12 francs the sack. Bread at Tours^ the 
very best bread, sells for three ^ous the pound : 
that is rather less than 6d. for the. weight of 
ioiJr quartern loaf. When 1 speaik, in pari^raph 
t48, ofr >a loaf of bread,, the 6ize of . oui! ftcar^ 
tern loqf, sellidgfof 5 ibous, I. must be under- 
stood to be inakmg a comparison with regard 
io^Uconly; for, theioaf for 5 sous was not, 
most likely; more than about 12 lbs. in weight 
All kinds of meat, are nearly of one price: 
bee^ mutton, veal, lamb^ andpork^ areallsold 
here at 8 sous (or 4d. our money) the lb. I 
Site some bread at Tours, which was, I think, 
the Wt bread I ever tasted. The bread, that 
'the country people eat is made, in great part, 
of rye ; and that sells^ of course, for less than 
the finest of the wheat bread. ^It sells for 
ii^bout one sou and a half, or two sous ; but, it 
is more wbolesorae food than the whitest of , 
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our baker's bread in EnglaTid. Two sous a 
pound is about 4cf. for tlie weight of a quartern 
loaf. There are no drugs put into the bread in 
France, neither in the towns nor in the coun- 
try places, as far as I can find out My land- 
lord at Tours had been, he told me, a baker; 
but, \ could not make him understand tfhat 
alum was, and he did not seem to perceive at 
bU how the 'making of bread bad should be' a 
source of profit to a baker, ' 



Lk MANS — PROVINCB OF MAINK. 

{Fifteen leagues from La Roue^ through Chateau 
I . du Loir and Ecommoy.), ' 

Sunday Night, 9 Nov. 
! 168^ Chateau du Loir is a little town^ sliu- 
ateid at th^ confluence of the tWo little rivers 
Loir and Ive, The population of this place is 
between 2 and 9000. There are some manu* 
&ctories in the town, of cotton stuffs. Ecommo^r 
is a small village, at about half way between 
Chateau du Loir aod Le Mans. 

' 169. Tile road to Le Mans, from Tours, is 
over the most beautiful, the richest, and the 
best cultivated counti-y that I have, for any 
^tent together, yet seen in France. Tie 
^ G 5 ' 
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land is more divided by h^dg^es and ditctiei$« 
Quick-get and black-ihin-n hedges are as com-^ 
mott, in' many places, as tbey are in England. 
The views are very fin^, in different plftces^ 
&long the road ; Nevertheless, I cjo nbt se6 any 
thing- to e/jual tlie beauty of Fromenteak and 
Esfsanme. About Ecoramoy, and fromf that 
place towai*ds Le Mans^ there is a gr^Jit deal 
«f ferest of pine timter. Some' of th6 pine§ 
have been planted by hand. Iji general, they 
appbar td have sprung up from seed scattered 
by the wind. The soil of the forest is the 
lightest «nd most sandy that I have met with j 
and I see some heath growing here, in the 
bare places^ which I have not seen any where 
else in J^rance. 

170^ B^t;w«ien Elcommoy and Le Mans I 
perceived, from the stalks that were remaining 
in some of the fields, that Indian etim i« » pro- 
duct df this part of France. 'I'His corns gro^s 
welli they tdl me^ here. It yields abont 160 
bdshds on grotind nearly equal to ah English 
acre, that is to say, bushels which, of wheat; 
weigh from 18 to 20 Ibs.^^ and it sells for about 
the sariie price as wheat. The people here lase 
it only in die fatting of pigs, fiw which piirpose 
it Is c6nsJderi?d here, as it is in America, to be 
the be^i of aH fbod. Tt is planted on ridgei^ 
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which are about five feet apart ; two rows of 
the corn upon every ridge. The plants are 
from a .fo6t to eighteen, inches apart in* the 
roW| and the rows are aboiit the same distance 
from each other. Supposing the Indian 90m 
U\ weigh 58tbs. a bushel^ the above crop is 
about 31 English byshels ; and this is^ indeed, 
a. very good crop ; it is four English quarters 
to the acre> and that is much beyond the 
average of our crops of wheat. 

171* I met a man^ to-day^ fiponthe road, 
who told me that he was a manufacturer of 
linen clotb^ He said that He earned, by the 
loom which he worked in his own house, 
about one franc a day. The labouring people,, 
he told me, dress and spin the hemp and flax^ 
3vhich they raise in their own gardens, or little 
farms, and carry them, in the shape of yarn, to 
the markets, where country manu&cturers, 
such as my informant himself was, buy the 
y^rn, and sell it ag^ain to the labourers in the 
diape of linen. The stuff for inakml^ a tih 
boiirer^s shirt, strong, well bleached, and madi^ 
in this way, costs about two francs; that Is.tp 
say, 20 pence English. 
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' MOKDAY, 10 Nov* 

172. The city of Le Mans^ which contains 
18^500 inhabitants, is the capital of the Ptd- 
vince of Maine, and is situated on the 'river 
called 'the Sarthe, v^hich is a braticb of the 
Loirie; This city is about the same size as that 
of Tours, and is just such an agreeable place. 
Th^ environs of it are, like those of Tours, 
very pleasant. There are a great many gar- 
dens, and vineyards, kept in the best order. 

173. The finest building in Le Mans is the 
cathedral ) it Is a very large and ancient build- 
ing, but not onq of any uncomihon beautyv 
The manufactures of Le Mans are, iin^r, cocsr^e 
cottons^ bombams, cotton handkerchiefij iace^ 
soapfVLnd wax for candles. = 

174. There is, at this time, h/air going on 
in Le Mans. It continues for ei^ht days ; and 
tbi3 day is the last of its duration. This fair, 
which takes place four times in the year, is. 
very much the same as our fairs in England 
are. Horses, cows, pigs, and other farming 
stock, are sold at the beginning of the fsiti 
and, after the sale of these, comes that qf al.1 
the varietiefe of manufacture, and of things of 
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taste, such as belong to one of our great fairs 
in England. 

176. I got a sample of Indian com, of a 
^seedsman, to-day, This^ sample was very giood 
corn. Th«Te was no difference' between- it 
and the Indian corn I have seen in America. 
The com was not of the largest size ; but it 
was perfect, ii^ all respects, and well ripened. 
Mr. Arthur ^YouNG says/ that Indian corn 
will hdt grow, in France, forasmuch as nearly 
fifty leagues south of Le Mans. * ^ 

176. AH the way from C^dteauronx to thife 
pli|ce t have had fine v^eather: Though rather 
cold in the mornings and evenings, ithas'been 
warm enough^ sometimes^ in the day time^to 
rnvike the fljes very troublesomie about my 
horscf.' To-day isa dear cold day, which puts 
oneii) mind of winter. • 



' 177. Yesterday, when I arrived at this place, 
the landlady of the inn asked me, upon my 
tellinf) her that I wanted dinner, if I would 
have some potatoes.^ Toould not conceive why 
she should ask me such a question, knowing, 
as I did, that pptatoes are no great favourites 
in this country. I had, 'however^ a great 
curiosity to see how the potatoes would be ^ 
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cooked^ and what quantity of them would be 
. given to me ; and I answered her questioni 
therefore, and with some eagerness^ in the 
afllrmative. She caused to be boited^ on my 
account) more than half a gallou of potatoes^ 
which was a greater quantity than I bad. ever 
seeii at one lime, on a French table, before, 
and she seemed to thinfc, when she placed thfe 
dish before mt^ that I had obtained the food of 
aU others thai I liked to eat« She laughed at 
i»e^ and exclaiined, ^ Oh I que le§ Jngf/m» s^ 
fort p&Ur les pommel de Herre ! ** This saying ^ 
scarcely translateable into English^ but it 
means, as > near as can be. Oh !. haw Jbnd 
^nglifknm ore qf pqtai&et ! I ^m sure 
sbe i^id not mean to insiiU me, thopgh sb^ 
must have pitied my taste. She was soon 
coiivinced, that therc^ are Englishmen wh^ 
have little relish for this inisipid root.. Th^ 
|nice,of potatoes here .is one £wic and a half 
for a mtasure^ which is rather larger than half* 
an English bushel An English blishd of 
tbea» would be WQrtbabout2 francs and a 
half, or^ 2s. }d. which is about twice the price 
of potatoes in England.^ 



PBDYINCA OF MAfNB. 135 



BBAUMON'T— l>aoVllfC« OF If AINK. 

{Severn leagues^from Le Mam^ ikrinugk Lm Bazoche.) 
TOESDAt NIqiit^ II Nev. 
178. Beaumont is a liuie totrn, tonUixiing 
two oif thr^e tbousMd InhabrtantSy odilhe kft 
bank of i&« river Sanbe. There is a gMd d^l 
of wine made here; but, the people tell me, 
that thie viiies have, within a few years past^ 
failed to produce as niiuch wine ii thieiy for- 
merly did; in consequence of which, there 
are not so many vines cultivated at this place 
now, as there used tp be. — Tke neighbeur- 
hood of Beaumont is somewhat famous for its 
breedtiKg of^,. and dealings in cattle; and, in 
the t^wn, there are some manufiu^tciridb of 
cottoti, itt!^ of sooAe other articles. 

1^9. I find jgomi loceme bay for my hor^e 
iki m^t partd of the country. The French 
think tt>e hay of Itfoerkie the besC of any ; and 
iHy horse seems, from the manner |n whi^h hfe 
deals with tbis sort of fodder^ to be exactly of 
the same opkifon* Tber^e is but liule cfiflfer- 
ence between the prtee of tike hay of lacerae 
and that of common hay. Hay, at Beaiimo&t^ 
sells for 35 francs theih^mcsnd pouads weight; 
and sti«ivw, wbicb is dear at this tSme, Inings 
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nearly as i^uch as the hay. The hay is at very 
low price, compared with the hay in any part 
0f England. The 1000 lbs. French Weight 
make 1 125 lbs. English weight, and this is 5 lbs. 
more than half an English ton. So that h^re 
is half a ton of hay, and of fine hay too, for 
20i. and lOd or, at th6 rate of 41«. and 8d, an 
English ton of twenty hundred. weigJbt, U2 lbs. 
to the hundred; , ; 



AXAN90N — PBOVINCB OF NORMANDY. 

{Five leagues from Beuumont^ thrmigh La Buit^.) 

l^VpDNBSDAY NI6HT; 12 Nov. 

IdQt The city of AlanQon, the population of 

• which amounts, to 13,500, is a place of con- 
siderable importance. It stands updn the 
rivterSarthe, and is in the province pf Nor- 
mandy, though close upon the borders of that 

* of Maine. There are several good churches 
in this city, the most important of which is the 

; cathedral. The cathedral, though but a small 
one, is ancient, like all the churches, indeed, 
^ififtt I have seen in France. The oldest bidld- 
, ings in England are always ti)€ most beantiful j 
:and, so I find it with the buildings. in t^is 
country. I have, not seen such, a thing as ^ 
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new church in France^ any where ; nor any 
church that lii|0 not apparently been built for 
^evefal centuiies. 



:\j / . , . . THURinAYy 13 NoV. 

A iSk Tbe.mannfiietnres of ^Alanfon. are 
prialty large. .Hie lace which is made here is 
^celebrated for its superior fineness. Near this 
place there lu'e-siome iron-mines^ quarries of 
jred.leady and quarries co»taipinf a fine soi^ c€ 
stoue^ fit far the making of mill-stones* ... 

JiSSL .ThuTBday is the market-day at Alan- ' 
gou^ The: corn-market here, is held in a spa- 
cious piazza, which, is a{^ropriated^ to the 
4»urp08e. The n^easures for eorn in Fram^e are* 
.>wry various^ in re^>ect .to dimensions,, in dif- 
tfereat parts of the kingdom. L have met with 
•sc^lbething oaiied a bomeau^ (budiel) in atl 
^^arts of the country; but> -then, thie bushel is 
not every where of the ^ame dimenlmns. The 
•fi^tandard of com measure, {^ga% established, 
:i% 89 lar as I. can find, i^hat they call the hec- 
to^re. The hectelHre I saw in the market of 
Alan^on, where this measure of wheat, 
weighing, uppn. an average, fi^m 36 to 38 
pounds, sold for 4 francs; which is just the 
prip^ at. which I found wheat at Briarre, 



136 .A fllDlfi f N TftA^Clt. . 

whera^ as tbe reader will remeinbet^ 148 
poundfli so)d for i6 tfucs. 4it Aidn(fbm tha 
hectohire is considered as the bushel^ whMe^ 
at Briarre^ it is tl^e D^cam^tre, that is, just one ' 
half the hectolUre. At Briarre it requires eiglu 
buiAeU to mate a sack: at Alan^on, where the 
biKhd IS M!ic<t the weiglikt <yf the buiAtl of 
Brimie» H itoq^ufeg (nily/ebr IfiffAefc to toake s 
aadlr. FUrther in ttm faiterior of Normialady^ 
tiiere it s hmM of trom 72 to 76 -pOTniis 
Weqfht of wheat; that ii^ of doable the sifee of 
the hectoKtril^ Md four times tiie sisse of the 
bushel at Briarre ;, nevertheless, in those 
plaMs whefe thSs large .b«sb#l is filund^ the 
sadLof tvlrieatitiiot^f kteihanyiwrMtfAelf. It 
dteaaot secern altogether ilnaecQunteU^ .wfrf 
the sack bf \?lieat iH Norma&dy i^houU b^ 
coinparatiTely^ so very heet&f; for, Ae msa.of 
this province'ate eousidered».in France^ to b0 
nearly twiee as strong as thosb of any of the 
' middle or sonthern provinces. I hdve^ my^ 
self, observed a great dift»'ene< btweeii the 
people about Briarre and Chateauroux, and 
the pebple I have seen sinee I crossed the 
borders of the pfovincje of Normandy. . 

188. The French perch, in the me^auring 
of land, conifti^ts of 32 sqpEiare f^et; and a 
French foot measure is exactly el^ven-twe\ftte 
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of aa SSng^i^ incb more than an £iig^ 
Hub foot mefbsurej tbat is to ny, tfmimt 
EngUih ifufhe^ ktU bat theeleoeiUh of an JSngUih 
in^i foftbis part of Ermce there is l|« Jr- 
P0ii^ «f 10& perches^ the Jcre de, Narffmndkf 
of 160 fterc^e^ tibe ;^cr« O^dmotr^^ of 120 
perciies, and the Journal, 0f8Qperciies. llie 
^^^A^r is^ I belike, the most CQmsiOB mensure 
thuoagftout ^ FfttKse $ but, in this Province, 
the Huad le generally {MircblMied or rented by 
the Jki^ de.N^rmandi^* 

164 The b^t land, hereabouts, is worth 
ftam €00 10 laOa francs the Acre de Nonnan- 
4ie« ' That is tt) tsi^^ tb^ best ^ivitfe land $ fi^, 
nnsiSdot? laad is worth fnore «haa (and under 
the ploQgh. Good meadow laoid.is worth as 
lAttehHsfrom ]6OOt024OOfraiics« ThewaUe 
land is reckoned to yield from 40 to dOthecio- 
2iir0^ of: Wheal to the Acre de Normandie, and 
die me^ows to |j[ield fiUMki 5000 to 800Q pounds 
of hay. 

185. Let us see, then, how thc^se prices 
i^tiad in comparig^on with English prices of 
the satae things* B^ut, first, w^ must reduce 
the FVenoh measure to English measure. The 
price of land^ for the Mte de Normandie is, 
AitABLB, 1000 franos, on an average ; iisadow, 



^i 
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9000 francs on ati average;/ that is to say^ 

*AAABliB, AIL 138. id.} MJBADOW^ 83/, &c 8d. 

These would be vei^ high English prices, if 
it were the English acre that I am- gpeatring 
<of. But, though there are 160 rods, or perches 
in oar Statute ncre as well as in the Acre de^ 
Normandi^, the latter contains nearly twlfeeiis. 
much land as the former*. For, in the Ijrst 
place, our rod is of only^lOi f^t, while that 
of Normandy is of Sl2 feet. Our rod contains 
272 square feet; the Norman rod 484 square 
feet. Then the Norman, foot contains 466 of 
our square inches, while oiir foot contains 144 
of those same inches. So that (leaving afiid^ 
unimportant fractions), one Norman rod eon- 
tains 525 English square feet ; and two English 
rods contain but 544 English square feet. One 
Norman licre contains 30<B (and nearly 309) 
English square rods, or perches; and two 
English acre§ contain but 320 English square 
rods, or perches. Thus, then, ^he arable. land 
in Normandy is worth (casting a$iide fractions) 
202. the English acre ; and the meadow laud 
40/. the English acre. This h now, I believe, 
the price of very good land in England ; and, 
I am here speaking of rery good land in France ; 
land that bears from 30 to .40 hectolitres {Of 
wheat, or about 26 English bushels to the 
acre on an average ; nnd of meadow land 



that yidds mcure tb«n ao EiigKsh Urn and a hailf 
qf hay ; tbut i» to say, 30 hundred Weighty at 
112 lbs. to the hundred. 

. 186. IHmber is sold here by a measure which 
is call^ the tMrque. Th'etimber is measured 
either while it is standing, or after it is. cut 
into logs. Tbe marqiii is a measure ot 3 feet 
long, 10 tnebes over, and 10 inches deep; The 
best, ode timber is worth • ahout 2 francs and 
10 sous the fMrquci The best €orde-w<H>d is 
worth from. 24 to 30 francs the corde; tad 
the ce^y here, is a measure of 8^e^t long litiid 
4 feet high, the wood beuig 3 feet and a half 
in length. Inferior corde-wood, such as is fit 
fipr the making of charcoal^ sells at fi:om! 5 to 
7 fitmcs Che corde. This corde is not uuich 
greater in dimentions than our corde. • The 
wood is full as dear as wood is in England^ 

187. House-rent icTnot high in France. At 
AhmQon you may rent a comfortable. house, 
consisting of six or seven good rooms, for 300 
frmics a year; that is to say, for'12L"8ter« 
liiig^ or thereabout^ and,- let it be remarke^i 
that this is in a very filne und fashionable place; 

' : 168. At this place I have ascertained 90<n6 
particulars relating to the education, or^cAoo/* 
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ii^,rf ymingprople. I am loferifted that, 
for the scAoolteg of a yinmg man in th^ &>l- 
lege which belongs tx> this d*y. It does not 
cjost, boarding and lodging included, more 
tllan 50Q ftw>cs, or 201. 16ir. 8A ay«ar. »rom 
400 to 900* francs (16/: to 961,) > 9l^^ «« 
jiMieh as theschoolteg of a young persofi, 
either^ male or femal^ will ©pst* in the beM 
boat^Ung-scfaoote and collages in France. The 

, colkges &re all under Ihedlrectictti of tfc» go- 

veram^iit; and tliere are a great ntany mote 

of thfiise institutions in FVancetban^^^re^are 

in B^tglandi Ev>ery town' of^ importanee' ap-^- 

peai«« to have ' a eoU^ belonging to it. At 

these oolteg«si, and- at^ the boavdin^^sehools 

whioh l^m suppoBii^g^ tbe^schoteffs^ai^ tMght 

the wh6le>of i what is trailed the €hx$dc», oom-. 

pi^hendisig tbe sciences^of io^ and rAtftfdrfo. ^ 

In oonntcy^places, farmem and country people^. 

'Send their children to da2^-fcAoo&; just as it 

IS' common to ^do i9 Mhglknd^ while the. cUt 

dren are-qmte yomig. At tbes» country 4&y^> 

8ehool% fO«' too M ap&fniacaa^year <#. to8&), 

th»8tiid(ftBts.d[)Ute^ g^neralfyy ^ tmafterimgof 

i^-Uums^langwge^^ of iMim^ atalteve^toj 

aa we9as< those wibos^a to schookioC a mere 

costly degree. The teaching of Latin tofium- 

ers^ aindlMdt»raca^.80iis is vpry^ coounon in 

France* 



Vjfii 1 ha^ in ififllreiit places, nade in- 
fjuirfes about the ftice of p0i%manf m tb^ 
Prenob eallit^ ar ioardiag^ and lodging,\rtui^ 
seeiBMiobe piiietty neariy the same ia all pacts 
of the country. At St. Omer's I oould board 
and lodge (^wuihmg inchsd^ in. the kn^ at 
^kh twas^ for 13'francs apd:&hfilf a wed(; 
I mean without my horse* At Cosneit would, 
cost^ at an inn, from 13 to 14 francs. At Le 
Mai^ IS fi^no«. Ja Tours, the same aa at 
Le Matis. At this place, Akm^on, finom 10 to 
16 ifatiea* A young^ man may. board and 
Icdg^ in a. respectable private famiiy.foj! i^bovt 
the 1 same UHwey, unless he reqiure uacMH^ 
monly^ good fabe, or a great deal of waitis^ 
npouy in wliieh case it might cost blm^.per- 
b^pB, 2ft francs a week. All this is v^ /Cbefip^ . 
cMdpared^ith England and the Unic«i States. 
The^ lowest, (la francs) is S$. 4d., and tbe 
highest (ISd'fbficfiXl^Sd. For&reaDdepr 
tartnatiiii^fita^goodaa th^ Vrem^, joiimwi. 
pay^ I;(nippo0^ neariftbiree times titej s«in in 
tt^aud; 9nd JA Nqw. Ifotk (in which pmes 
we- not: higher thaaiQ other . good loifiis of 
^'QTnfam))' the prince ofi b^rd amid lodging is. 
ftfotti^ If^ to liO 4dl)ara a weeli|> that U,. feom 
y^a*^.&L ^ 2L5t. 13ie :fiVa dollar enter- 
taliiHient^is.by no meant. oC&'ittxaricM lijnd. 
nenly of meat alwayp. i& Anjenoaj,. aod^ in- 
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deed, plenty of every thing 4o 'eat.* Btft^ iio 
primie sinh^-room. ' Bed-moms^ most fre^< 
qdeotly, with -more than one bed m eadb» A 
common table for meals. Very little selection 
ais to the state of life of the boarders. 5^ 
that,' if you compare the entertainment as 
wdl as the prices, France is nearly two-thifds - 
cheaper tlian America* • 

190. The words modesly and delicacy^ as 
applied to matters relating to the fiar sex, 
^ hare, as all travellers in this country must per- 
ceive^ a very different signifiepition in French 
fro^ what they have in our language. To- 
.day, as I stood looking out of the window of 
th^ dimng-room at the inn, in front of which 
16 a large open square, surrounded on every 
side by bouses, 1 saw a public cenveysanoe, a 
sort of diligence, drive up, with tfiref» womi^; 
in it, who had come &om Falaise, and wba^^* 
pear^d, all of them> firbm their dffess^ to be- 
r^peCttible iarmers' wived The cardage WM 
;drawn up in a mo^ oAispicuouB iplace; und 
the driver, after having assisted the passen^- 
gers taaiigfat, began to.unbuckle thte barr 
riess of his borsei. It was in this tSituatioii> 
oiie.so^ completely public as^tbe open squar^^ 
atid not five rjrards fhMn the driver of the MMh. 
which tbey had just stepped out of, that I, who 
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remikilied at tbe dimi^-rooin windoy, oouM 
not.belt>iib8miiigr> widi regard to tli&96 ladies^ 
soiBethiiig wbicb, While it was unattemied by. 
ai^y tjiji;^ like rtiirement on their part,' was so 
indaiicate, [a our sense of the word, Uiat, ifit 
were fiQt for the sake of cootrastinf the iium* 
^ers of the two people,, the French and tbe 
Englisb, I coifld hardly, with strict propriety, 
make even aoiallusioii to it. 



' NONANP— PaoVINCB OF NORMANpT. 
(Eight leagues from Alan^an^ ihreugh Seiz.) 

Friday NiGHTj UNoYi 

191. The country, all the way from Le 
Maiis to this pfece, like that betweeril-e Mans 
and Tours, is uttcommonly beautiful and rich. 
The fields are very saiall, and ctoealy enclosed 
by live hedges, and ditches^ exactly as oui* fields 
aire in £iig^aiid. 

192. There is little now doing oi>tbefenn9,ex- 
cept the putting inof winter crops. The grain is 
here sowed on land ploughed, as I before de- 
scribed, intdric^. The castingof theseed grain 
upon thegiouhdisiiot, however, abfi^r^done in 



oM tehiM. About this neighftDKiiiiiKMl tke 
6^ k Vsast into the fvrrowi which fa left ^en'^ 
bj thi» plough as it pts&ds through the ground ' 
to form the ridges ; » that the wheart, or x^hier ' 
gn&n soved) oomeft up in drilb ^and, as the 
rklgei;arei most freqoetitly^ four btMt iM^, ' 
th^reitfe four AUh upon ea^b ridge. Th«ire - 
appear^ to . be n^ little ea»e taken &» to the '*- 
straigktnes^ of the ploughing? it is' eufieus^^ 
that in this Province, where the land is the 
finest and most highly cultivated, and where 
the fields are very small, the ridges of newly 
sowed grain are very crooked and slovenly 
looking. Tlie sowing, wherever I see it going 
on, is performed by wommf who follow the 
plough, and strew the grain along in the fur- 
rdw a^ fast as the plough turns out the earth. 
In order to insure thef well o^^vering ov0|p Of 
the s0^d, a. man or ^otsfan corner $£t^x tbo * 
plough^ and makea tbo surfaei^ of the ridge 
soiootti.wiib an iDslruilieat, whicb is ^iloply a ' 
pi^e.qf. slight wood> abQU)t dgbteeft Isudhes • 
long, through the middle of which is. ^lUek : 
one end of the handle held by the person who 
doesktbe^ork. 

19a.. AtS*^ tbeift lb a clitli^drali. ciose at. 
the. back of nthicb is the paluee <4 the fiishbp ^ 
of, Atai><ywi; 1vi\ose piaoe o£ reddevse iisr at 
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' Seizm A 'P^ of the Bishop^s dwelfii^ is eon* 
vetted into a cpllege for t)ie educatioii «f pet-^ 
sons whdart tabeoome priests, the whole bitT'- 
den of iKthieh class of the communitjr is, in' 
t)ik' country^ saopported out of the public taxes^ 
and At no gre^t ezpfensei The prifeststj here^ 
appear to be a very gentle and ainiable sort of 
taen. | al^v^iys pQH off my Hat to any of them 
that I meet^ and they always return the salu- 
tation^with' great politeness and even hnmility. 
They dress^ not otAy while at churoh^ • but at- 
all times, in a long sort of coat-gown, called 
a soiaimk, inade of black dotb^ and wen* tbe 
dU tehjoned eotoked-hat. You cannot mistake* 
thcf* country priest in France fod* any thing 
other than he is. His devout manner3 and the ' 
simple and sacred habiliment that he always 
appears in, make you acquaimed wit^ his pro- 
fessipa dt once* This is not the caseV$th tfae^ 
divines of our eobniry* In' the feibishing 
curole we do, to be sure^ very ^en see' to 
esskdiple of piety tad mildness 3 but the reli- 
gions character of the .beii^ei <^ergj/¥n<m h 
nitwit aU tiniee^ tt^be recd^lsied fh>Uis ihan^ 
n^ra or in his personri appearanee \ he, though 
qnlte SB' s&ic^Cy no doilbt,' as A^e meeiter 
prleits ilt France, is Very oSiett admired ib the 
mo^ tenlittrtfsome lider to thefervaur of a ipx- 
cbase^l isftieiisgf^ ^'giod^shat t^^ ^ 'tte t^esi 
h2 
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bainlal; ft ^^miber ^^whufy' dir^ tHe most 
good-huBxiliredicoiDilaiitoii^ and nudtlsr iitke 
best joke; over a bottle of wine ! I cannot 
bebold the aoiber and serioiii( deportment of 
these priesti without thinkiiig 0& a plunphlet^ 
publtehed In Lonil6n lastfipring, »id wtitte* 
by an Irish 'Squirey giving tai accotant of i» 
Irish Pfoteatant Parson'^ sending a pair of 
gariera to a female of his fli9ck» with a mM^ 
whidBk very feUr men except Irtth^Squires 
would'venture to put into print* 
• f . •.'■•' 

194 The town <tf Se^z has 56Q0. inhabit- 
ants ; and here are some manufactul^^ of 
lao^f rrmliMi of various sorts, and woolkn 
stookmgf. 

- 196. Ndaant is only a village, but it is as 
nice a little place as any I have seenin France. 
After I arrived here, I had time enough, in 
the course of the afternoon, ' to go about two v 
leagues across the country, tosee anestabKsh*^ 
ment ivhich is called Hairasdupin. It is a 
place for the keeping of a stud of hotsea which 
bebng to the King. I had a great curiosity 
to see some t>f the finest hoiises of Eranee^ 
^bieh are to be seen at HarasdniHii* Tbf 
establishm^it is a very fine oqc, both as re* 
S^tcds the bwldiDg* i«4 the owe. Utftfe^ 
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of tfce lierseB lifrfaBging to it* The house 
which hUs beea hnik here- as a cesidence fas 
the overseer of the stables^ is quite a palace. 
The land which surrounds it, for some extent, 
belpngs to the King,, and consists in Ane mea- 
dows to turn the cattle out into^ besides a large 
forest, called the Forest of Alan^cm. Over all 
. tills land there ia a view, from the house and 
etables, which makes the situation uneom- 
monly beautiful. Some of the horses that I saw 
here were fine ammals* The stud of cairiage- 
Jbors^s, brought from the neighbourhood of 
Ca^ were very. {landsoqie;. bpt, I do not 
Uiiqk. France can show much hi horses of a 
higher breed. In Norn^andXs and particularly 
in the neighbourhood of Caen, the finest car^ 
ria^e-horses are to be found. The Province 
of Limosif^ is famed for possessing the horses 
of more blood. I saw some horses here which 
came from ths^t Province, They were very 
light, and vary pretty in their shape; bul^ 
tbey did not Asplay much of what we should 
eali 9^1 tlwroH^k bred horse. There were two 
or three fine l^ors^ ii^. these stables, brought 
Irom Jrobiaj and some bkjodrhoii^!^ wbicb^ 
,the people, told me, were purch:^ed at a high - 
firice in i^^Jfitnd. The presence of the true 
jEngU^bTac€}^s y^9^ very h^piitiat^ig to the 
toorjaespf .iyorw<^<is m^lanm^^ for,„after 
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bimtg Men the former/ tibe liltef weib, 1 muit 
•n^j §efura^lar worth ig^img At* ' » 



ST. CAUBtmGB — PROVl^CB OF KORMANDY. 

{Four leo^guesfrom Nonmtg thrw^h Mflr/i.} 

- J96. I Imve had fine weather ever since I 
left Lef 'Mans, till to-day 5 the nightfc frdsty, 
Bnd the days dlear and pleasant. To-day has 
bfeen fog'gy and chilly j a kind of weather too 
trnplteasaiit for tt*avelling over so pleasant k 
eonntry as thls.--St. Oauburge and M elro are 
lk)th vlllage^^ biit Melro' a good deW the 
f iirgest of the two. 



CONCHES — PROyiNCB OF piO^MANPY. 

Sviii>AV |i^i6iif,:lt MWvi. 
• lOT** Ohle iu a small village, on ttie road 
Co U Allele. VMglk is isk dianufa(ctaritig fown 
on th^ iKVer Rille. ltd maimftiGtures i^re, toee^ 
¥ii&i^o?K9, coUon^Btuffk, ptper, pins, wmMongery^ 
leather for bikfk'-biHdmgj nMmre. There is a 
!uanaik;tofyofiti^fe«hefe, which i^longif to 



ttnlike those «f Utty tbwfi I have befbhf i^een 
i in t^mnce^ are rinidst; all built of fricir. P^- 
pttlatidto of L'Algle, 5fiBto.' 

A 198, The mad Which I intended 'tti take, 
fix>w LJAigle 16 Conebes, goes throng a 

'^liiall'^l&eeeaffediiire; and, \ipon this road, 
ybu atie led, all the way, throng a forest, 

'* which they eali the Forest ofC&nches. It'*is^a 
fofestof 6aH which ex<?ewls for six ot %evcn 
leagU6.<^M8qtiare, andls the property df aii'jAtt- 

•iHetfi* JfH^ce, Wh<y comes to* Cttnehe* some- 
times, to go a huritlttg in the F6te*,'WTiere 
there is a good deal of game, and great num- 
bei*s of foxes, wolves, wild-boars, and deer. 
On leaving L'Aigle, I took a wrong road, and 
^ found myself at a little place called Cband^, 
'Which U on Ae Toad td Pa.As. RroA (ShBnd6 
! palsied, aciws the country a«id ovier a b«d 
road, through the hamlets of Bottfe'and Thttil, 
to Breleuil, a town of about 4000 inhabitants. 
'fVom Bfeteuil to Cottches I *ad a bA;ter toad 
'to' ^ u{K)nj 'Otit'lt did nOt, however, tam 
Out' 1^ good in Hhe endj for my Twrse cut 
his t06^ so- badly, tipon a fllnl «tt)he, that be 
couW'h«f€Hy h&hbtt on as fai^ as this place. 
Ftkym Nohant^ to L*Ai^e it is just the ^temle 
delightM xjouhtry m that from Le Man$ lb 
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Nonant/ Betweep this apd L'Aigle tbe 
country i$ diSorent. Some woodlanc) ; but, 
J>¥>s%il op9P plaips of gqp^ arable land, in 
great part covered, by apple and pear^trees^ 
.tbe fruits of which are used in making cider 

, anc| peny. The best cider in Frau<;e;^ is, I 
bdieye, made in this Province. But, no cider 
that I have tasted here has been good* The 
cider is siour, and is made of such apples, that 
it cap seldom be otherwise than had. They 
gave fi^e^ some cider at Le Mans which was 
tolerable, but that was considered to be tbe 
very best, and sold for eigJu sous a bottle, 
wbidi is as jnuoh as tbe price of good wine 

. ill some parts of France* 



«^######«### 



MoKDATy 17 Nov. 

199« I s.txiid .at Cop^ches to-day, my horse 
bdng ^ J^me that I was afraid to take him 
upon (be.roi9d. . , 

90Q. Ml round this place there is a great 
deal ,pf irqnrfnitie. There are forges Qf iron 
and bliB^^furuaces, at Omcb^s, as well as^ at 
,BrejU9l4, aqd many other places witlpn a fe.w 
lei^es of this. The iron ore used at Conph^s 
ia bl*09igh|; out. of the forest; md, the iron. is, 
they tell me, very good. Tbe price of the 



best i^oughiriton is about SOfhnics (or 12. Bs.) 
for a hundred pounds weight. A blacksmith told 
me'tbat a great .deal of English iron had^of late^ 
becrii sold here; but it was not^ be said^ so 
good as the iron of this copntiy^ a^d had 
f6uad puft^basers merely' on account of ito 
being rather cft^oper than the French iron. 
-^The workmen empjoyed in the irou-Twrks 
get. according to their worthy fix>m' 2 to 4 
fraiics a-day. Some of the men work hy the 
pieces others by the day. It is not^ ia' this inm 
business, the custom to regard the Sunday as 
a day of entire rest. There are always some 
men to keep the furnaces a going, all day 
long of a Sunday. People that keep shops, 
in Fraivrej, whether it be in large .towns, 
or in . villages, do not shut up their $hop8 
during the whole of Sunday. They gene- 
rally keep them open till about twelve 
o'dock in the day, that is, till about the . 
time at which high mass beghw, . and then 
shut them up till after church service, when 
they are again opened. There are some 
trades-people, indeed, ' who do not sell at 
all of a Sunday ; but, then, these are such 
as can better afford to have a clear holiday in 
every week than the generality of trades- 
people can. They do not abstain from opai- 
ing their shops from any religious scruple^ 
h5 



(iidr.oh accbaot of anqr hgw or regtilalioii Dmt 
^mmld'fiKfiidihem'toiBell bf a Sunday; i{ » 
^fibenobiBhopkce^ 4oesf iMil t^mn huk shop fm 
» SundajF^ it is «ither from dMncliDatim to 
VfAvk^ or a pdnoasidn that bb aflUrs are raeU 
a« to aAnit «f a hdlidaTi Siuiday is H.yary 
•m^rry ck^ Ih Stmnae. One great ow^ptoint 
HbM efae Rencdi make against the £ogUflll is, 
4]iat ^nr Sttndlq» are tie dali* In ^rw^e, 
•iStinday k the great dajr forgoing 16 Af«Mrfla» 
4br'datieifig and singmg, aiid playing at Wr 
Majrdtfj ddminoi, cards^ and other kinds oUri- 
volous games, to which the French (Frenolk 
tnisftjr at ieain^) ^reiray much addicted* 

«. '^981. 1he¥fmek are itni?effsally apokiQii of 
<4i0 a Ilvd^^ gny ifi^ptes in .this respefcti I 
-etmuDthelp observing a grteil diffenence be- 
twted the ineni tod the wonien of France. 
-fMeiichihta itre. certainly oiore gay thUn E^ 
^glf^ha^a^ 'Mt, f have beed sUttirisedb to ate 
^ifae tioihitenaniies ollhe wonien, ia'thiactmnti^, 
soserioni, so ^i of aicriety and care«; Tfce 
thiih, libwever^ i*, asr 1 Iwrve pretty vre\\ 6xem^ 
'pliiied !ii paragraph 149^ that ^ MadameV Ims 
inore t»of fc t6 do than Monsieorts rqf^utation 
tbr gallantry wmild ^ Indnce o'He to suppose. 
In all ddtik 6f shop-lccfeping, in France; it is 
ihe woiheh whib att^i^ to the blisinei6j and 
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with tt. Th^ k^ng bf ixcttmhn^ eV*ti, iti 
MBtsf a tradesmua^s coutil^ig'-ltotide, id Ibe 
task of the tradesman's wife or of his il&Qghlen 
The selling of gpp4s.i|^lhe ^hops is principally 
done by the women ; the labour^ in shorty of 
the .wiM^'MQPtm is ferfsinaod . by ^^ Ma- 
damie;" and, it.^s natural enough t;o aak wh^t 
Monsieur himself is about ? a question which 
may be too often determined by looking into 
•the? Ta/9 (coflfee-house), where the trifling 
•amoMbenis of bUliai*ds, caMtf, and dominos^ 
ai« ^wfki$ti»gly kept aUre. - ' 

302* I see more ^bod sheep in this province^ 
than 1 have seen elsewhere through Prance. 
Sheep*, m this country^ s^re tmeommonly do- 
cile. They are accustomed to be treated 
•with so mnoh genCleness by those ivh6 look 
'after them, that the dogs, even jefmp about 
«Mid play with th^m without thfeir being; kt all 
^myrried. ♦ 

203.'0enehes is a little town, on the' left 
bank of' the river Iton, Popiilatiofa, 2CI90. 
A4i Nottancouit, a place near this, th^re are 
several Englishmen, who have been settled 
Xhere for some ye'ars, and who h^ye mahufac- 
toiies, in feon, cotton, aiid other articles, — 
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Thp finrm labcmrer bere flfets, at this lime of 
the y«;ar, aboul a ft^nc and a lialf a*day (if ^ 
be bparded and todged) besides bis boufdiog 



tOtrtlBRS-^paOTlNCS OF NORMANDY, 

(Mne leagues from Conches, tkrough La Borne- 
ville and Evreux.) 

, ^ TUESDAT NlQHT, 18 NOT. 

204. The blacksmith at Coaches Biade » 
sort of shoe, this morniogv for my hone; it is 
8 very ingenious contrivance, and has enabled 
my hOTse, though yet lame, to get on without 
hurUng his ailing foot, which was cut at the 
bottom, or in the frog. 

206. Hie road to Evreux from Conches, is 
through a country not so rich, apparendy, as 
what I have come through further back in 
Normandy. This road must, however, be a 
very interesting one to travel up la summer 
for the views from it are beautiful and of g^ 
variety j but, I am mther too late in the sea- 
son to see this fine country in its perfection. 

206. The city of Evreux with a population 
of 9300 inhabitants, is situat^^n t^ ^„|^ s 
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of Ibe Ii<ni ; and that rirer runs^ alongside of 
^ die road, all tbe way from Conchefi toEvreux, 
throuf^ fine water meadows, which lie in a 
valley below higb bills, or mountains, of lime- 
»Ume, chalk, and flint. Eyreux is abisbopric. 
Its manufacipres, are, woollen cloths^ wunoke 
clothf coltcn v^xxi, coUob cfelib, and leather ; 
and a good deal of bleaching is carried on in 
this place. 

207* The woods, of oak and birch timber, 
are veiy extensive along the tops and sides of 
tbe hills, whicb continue from Evreux to 
Louviers. The arable land, from Evreux to 
Louviers, is an open plain, witb a vast quan- 
tity of apple and pear trees, here and there, 
planted upon it. 

206. Louviers is, in size, about the same as 
Evreux. It is one of the greatest manufactur- 
ing towns in France; particularly in tbe 
article q( wooUen cloih^ which is manufactured 
here in great quantity. The other articles of 
manufacture are various : muslins, cotton and 
woollen^ yaruy siamoise cloth, a^d nankins ,* be- 
sides the dying and bleaching of cloth. The 
wooUeiC cloth made here is said to be of tbe 
very finest and softest quality. A great part 
of Ibe )vppl that is used }n jts ^nufacture, 
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comes, I understand, from Segovta, in SpaW. 
'A coat of sivpefjine cloHiy the best of sucb as 
81^ woril by gentlemeti in tJnglanfd, coi^tsj 1h 
Ntrrmandy, about fOor 80 fi-ancs, oi*, from 2B. 
•18^* Ad. to 3/. ftt. 9d. ♦ Wearing apparel, in 
general, is cheap. A good iStrong jacket, for 
» the use of d fermef, or a workman upoil a fariA, 
made of tvoollen clpth, does not cost above 9 
or 10 francs, or 7«. or &. Hats, shoes, and 
boots, are very cheap in France. A pair of 
'Strong shoes for6'frincg, or 5^. ; bootd^ such 
as cost 30*. in England, may be borught heiie 
fcril8 francs, or, 15^. a pair j and a hat, wbilfe 
!^5i. with US', they get here for as little as 16 
ftands, or 1^*. 6d. * 

209. On my road from La Bonneville, whidi 
^ is a little village, towards Evreux, a saw a wo- 
man, washing clothes in a little rrfl, or brook 
of water, that ran through a meadow. This 
is 'the manner in which most of the washing Is 
^one in France. At Andrejfe and 9t. Omers I 
saw, them washing in tubs, just as the Wometi 
wafeh in England ; btit I haVe vtv^ seldom seeii 
wishing in doors practised, except at thos^ two 
places;' !n passing through a townorvlltegfe, 
in' the riclnity of which the^e has ' bten any 
"streaib of water, ! have almost always serfi 
BOrtie women, kneeling at the water's edge. 



' vnM^i^ clothes. 1%^ itetk^ me ^f soap ^ 6^t 
d<^ not rub the clones ti^tween the knuckles, fts 
the wotnen.do wiA «s: they pot the wet 
elotibes-iipoh a solid piedeof woody er upon-a 
ferj^e stokie, and itop ihetii hard wi€fa a Itotte 

• piece oC board, abdiili 8 inctes ^qottrey wUdh 
has a I^hdle Co H, aiid k made for the^Kpms 

; pitfpcK$e. 

216. Sottfe people that have been ti^Te&efs 
hi this country, exclaSm, ^ hono many heggefs 
there afein 'PrdnceT^ Thert are, tb< be sdrfe, 
' a gcxJd marty beggai-s hjere ; but, I have Abt 
gfeen more pf them in the cbuntry parts ef 
it'rance, than I should havfe seen in Engkmd; 
had I been travelling in England along tlie 
same distance of high road. I certainly dW 
riot see so many beggars in JPam as I have 
seen in Lmlm; and, there is this important 
difference between the individuri appearance 
oftlid lieggars in France, and that of EngiWi 
b^g'g^rs : a very largfe portion of oiir begg^s 
are persons neitJie^ aged no? infirm, wWle, in 
Prance, there is scarcely any object of iJiis de- 
scription that is not old, oi*^ in some way; ill- 
capable of earning a living. The greater part 
df the bfegg^rs in Engliand beg, because they 
cannot get employment j and tfte- beggars in 
l^'rance Beg because they are not fit to be em- 



ployed. It :is the steteof sqciety i« EoglAfyd 
which causes' the beggar, while, in Fraiioe^it 
is hjs iiiaibiiity to ii^radf^ society any .^cvioe 
'whieh tsaubes him to beg. 1 4p not mean to 
aay, that tliere are no objects -^f charity 411 
FcAtice eaceept those who are bodily, infiriii ; 
for, there must,' in all countries^ be sonie^ per- 
sons, who, although capable of exertion^ have, 
owing to peculiar circumstances, no means of 
existence at their command. There are, of 
course, some persons of this description in 
France ; but, the sturdy beggar is not commw 
in this country. .The provision which, by W, 

, is made for the poor in France, consbts in an 
testkation called L'HdteUIHeu. That is^ God's 

, House qfht>spitality.. It is an hospital, or hoi^ie 
of charity, for the reception and entertainment 

* of indigent persons, those who, from age or 
other cafuscs; of infirmity, may have become 
destitute of the necessaries of life. This insti- 
tution is not, however, any thing of a burden 
upon the people 5 the expenses of it are, in- 
deed, : in great part, supported by voluntary 
contributions, that is to say, sums of money, 
which are given by charitable persons during 
their life-time, or bequeathed by them at their 
decease. It is the custom with u$, as well as 
with the French, to give or bequeath money to 
charitable iitttitutions; biit, th^, we bav|^ 
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lltisides tharUable trntituUatts^ the intftitutioh of 
tbci wcrh-kouse^ towards the suppoK.of which 
ckArity is nefer depended upon at aD, and 
which would certainly hot be supported *if that 
kelmg alone were appealed to in jfts bebfUf. 
Ttie Fri^nch have no woik -houses, n0thi% 
wbidi 8iQ3wers the purpase of a. work-house, 
except the H6tel-Dim. The Hdiel^Dim is 
not, like the work- house, to be niet with veiy 
frequently. There is a place of this kind m 
every tovfn of consequenee, but, you do not 
meet with it £lII over tlie comitfy^ as yoii do wlt^h 
the work-house.ia England^ The Hotej-JStdtt 
^ seems to be an institution of very mcientdate. 
As a bmldin^y it has always the ap^araiM^df 
great ; antiquity. It is generdtly sttuated.in 
some conspicuous part of the b>w;n j 1 and Ibe 
words " JHa<efci)iew '* are written* <wrer its 
door-way. The worh-hxhms in Bi^Iand, un- 
like the Hdtel'Dieu, are by no means aatiquif • 
A great part of them are either new buildings, 
erected expressly for the p^rpose^ ,or, 0ld form- 
houses, formerly the habitatiotis.of happiness 
and plenty, and now converted into' asylums 
for misery and want. The poor people that 
have to be provided for in the H6telDim as?e 
few in number, compared wHh: those who ^ 
move about and subsist upon what tb^y 
get by begging ; and this is because people4«e) 
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ID Fimict, mocb more ioelitied to give trifles 

. of money to beggars than we are in'BiigUind« 

: The, Erench do not m often refnse the ]]Hetltloa 

i»f 4 beggV, because it does notrenalni them 

. that thaj ha^e be^n taiced in heavy poer^^c^es 

to maintain him; and) the beggar himself 4s 

.less likely to demanfi relief ftom the puldfc 

. fiiadH When ills immediate wants ar^ stipf»Ued 

by the ebarity of individnab. In ^hort^ there 

ib not diat ih-eadft)! state of pmperimiy In 

^Fraoee^ which there is in England. AH poor 

people in ¥*ranee nsefree; they have the right 

wof moving from one plade to imolher^ as hlticli 

.a& pterin tette that are iTleh'; they have a right 

tplmgf and^mnlidBS liiey commit some overt act 

/of an it^w^l hkoAi no one mdl^ts or hinders 

tbeitau Hcfw &r iit^ould sueh toler&tioil, wlth- 

OQt any poo^'-ratesj ftgree wkh the gi-avity t{ 

0W»^* Vi^ant Act/' and Dhe number of-bm 

t ■ -. • - • • . - . • - ■ ... 

-' ^ih The jSUM^Dkm U, also, a place for thie 
^flkiilg eare^ poor cfaUdren, of orphans, and 
>of iUegitimatb ilWldren wh6 have been aban- 
<d(ined by their purents. They are here fed and 
'istothed^ahd taught, tmtil pretty well grt>Wn tip, 
and are. Ifaen placed out in situatiohs Whei^, 
|br the ftlture, they may provide for them- 
selves. 
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ROI^BN— 'PROVINCB OF MOAMAN0Y. 

(Seven leagues from touviersy through Pont de 
VArche.) 

WjiDN^«i)AY Night, 1ft JNoy. 

11124 My horse, last evening, at lAottt a 
laagtte before I entered Louviers, was seazed 
with a fit of t)ie fret, (cholie) so Berere, x}^i be 
wanted to lie down upon the road : I aupiaged 
to get him on to the stable^ wd, owing, to tbe 
$kiU and activity of a Frenoh hone-doctor, he 
waB r^y for the roM i^Q this ipon^i^s; 

213. Between this place abd LpuViersy the 
aral>te part qf the land is generally baiter of 
lenoes. There are a gr^t many ^pk trees to 
be see^, h^re^ in every direotioti* The fmil of 
tb^se trees is jui^t of the sitme ^uAli^ as than of 
all the ai^le tre!eid I have seen g^wtng in this 
wi^. Near Louyiem there is^li good deal of 
tiirch and oak wood; and tb# cultivated pal!t 
of the landi as a plain, is very agreeable. 

■. ■t' 

214., At Pont de TAteb^ a dirty little place, 
I cisossthe Seine^ over a fine long bridge. JuA 
after leaving tfiis pl^Ae, I have to go over a 
*hi^hhUI, from thetiopposite sideoftvhioh k 
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presented a very ^beautiful view of the city of 
Roiieo^ (the capital of this fine province) and 
of the river Seine, which winds along,' with a 
great many turnings, f^m Pont de TArche 
to this place, and through water-meadows and 
osier-beds as pretty as any that I ever saw. 
The toml, after descending from the hill, i» 
boiiiid4sd,:On one side, byihe flat meadows,' and^ 
on the other side, hy a itenge of very high and 
steep mountains, which are.epmtiosed of oikeiU^, 
flint, aad limestone. 

215. Uoaen is. a nohle city. It is situated 
ottjone edge of a most, deli^tful vaUey, ami 
close on the Seine, which river may, indeed, 
Im$ saiil to,pass^.tht»i%li Ifaie .cit^ioc^ .ooji^ 
bank of the river^. which k opposite to^^titMt 
on wluch stands the original jeity, there lis 
a good de^ pf buiiding, aod«.mHidbi jMisiwsB 
done; in the way of trade* . Qn.enl^rijig Hoiii^ 
iberje: ^pears to be as jnuch MA^-aad M<r. 9^ 
there is .in Facisj the city is just wch anptj^fy 
place, ea(0fp|#9g in resp^t to si^^ The. loobf 
ofth^ peapki bere, as well as throughput th^ 
country parts of Normandy, constitute the 
m<>st important circumstance^, in ftvour.pf this ' 
province. Normai^yj excpptiiig in^the«.pfrr 
ticular of <Itmato only, says. much n^or^^fiif 
Finance tbi^i f^U the rest of tbe-coiintryt^at i 
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halfe $effn. Hie laild id by^r the richest^ and 
ti)^b^t'culti¥ated; tbehom^ (fimn-boiises, 
d^s^wi^U as others)^ are more eolid^ more ctean^ 
kl thie fnlsides' of them; • and kept in better 
ge&crral ovdier. The people here, and those 
belonging to any ^her province tbmugh 
ifi^icfa I have passed^iare as milch imlifeeeach 
other as ihough they belonged to twodiftfent 
Bations. The men; in Normandy, are larger, 
better made, and fresher looking. T%e .women 
ai^ much the prettiest I have ^eenin France. 
They wear a cap (amongst the peasantry) that 
k qnit^ a pattern of neatness. This 6xp is, in 
sooae parts of Norknahdy; very high in hs 
diape, sometimes as much as tMrty incheg 
above the«head, and it is do curious; in other 
particulars of its fashion, tiKit I should endea- 
vour to give a more minute description of it, if 
1 wiere at ail conversant in such matters^ U is 
eiBled IB France, le bonnet cmohoisf. llie&shion 
belongs peculiarly to the women of thePq^# de 
CaaXy which forms one district of the province 
df Normandy> and wUeh Rouen st^tids^ just 
upon the borders of. The; women .0{ tbis dis- 
trict^ who are : called Ckmchokes, : are univer- 
sillly allowed^ to be thc^ prettiest in Franee. Oh 
my I'oad from London: to. Dover, .through 
Kent^ Idid; hdwever^.see more .beauty fihanl 



have seen i9 att tb^ <^er, p^rts of Franise put 
toyetiica-^ Paris included. The wotn^a tbat I 
have seen before I entered thi^ province were 
nol to be cpnipated with those of Normafidy,: 
ift p6in|; of neatolass m their dres? Und general 
a|)pearance. The Norinandy .women. hav<i ^ 
good deal ffboiit tfaem whidi answers, the setiser 
of die word ^^ Udg :*^ a wdrd which has so^ 
much significance in our language, and wMcb 
the French language is a stranger to, and,' in-: 
deed, need be a stranger to^ as far a^ relates ta. 
the greater part of the people whose habits I 
have ^faad an opportunity to obsenre. The fhcea 
tbit ap^eM wider the bomet cauchoia; are^ 
v&hf pretty* Thi6 cheeks of the Normandy 
woa!nen ai^ quite as rony,. though their fooot- 
ples^ioni^ are hot so delicate, as those of Eng^ 
Ash wcmta. There are not, I hls;^ ncAked, 
£R> many bbwk eyes^ here, as I have seen else-^ 
wheie in France; but (for I must say it» io Ae 
just,) there are not so many dk^^ faces! 

i\&. The eontraiBt between Normandy and 
the rest of France, not only as regards the afy- 
pearance ci tbe people, bftit as regardii that b£ 
thehr bocttes^ the'foee of thehr country, tihe qtit*^ 
tivalioni^f their farmi?,: arid aR diai, in short, 
\#bich ^kes the eye of a travelldr as h)& j^ea 
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atong Aeroody is soitery remarkable^ that. one 
cjmiiot help tnqiiiriDg the teasm vrhj it^ 
should b«; ' 

2}7* Ify«dm<t pd^oni (a)Kd tihose apparency ; 
not the leitstiatdligent) tikis giribifiig differ^ 
ence is mainly* ascribed to the wid0 dtflbvekce ' 
between the ancient laws and usages of Nor- 
nlairdy aatd those of tbe rent of France ; aiid 
especially as, relating to tlie laws affeotlng tftie 
d&spiosal and distiibution qfrealpr^perUf. Before 
th6 Revolution the lawofjw^mog^nreandof 
enfaH itppears to halve eKisted in* li yery exten- 
sm deg^vee in Normahcfy, whiki it di^not s#' 
eids^ in the other provinces of the kitigdotn> 
except With vegaird to a comparatively imatf 
part of the community. In Normandy the 
cafitom wa^ to give all the real property to the 
siMsj if there were sons; so that, 119 to the 
females, personal beauty was worth more than 
in countries where a diflferetit custom prevaSlsf 
and itwitd » natural conseqttence, that Ihtf band" ' 
somest wonien would find husMinds firsl. At 
imt sight it appears unjust to give all theestaites 
t6.thi^ sons % but, these soi^s must li«re wiv>es ; 
these- wives must be women;* ahdy if J^^ii's' 
two ifSch sow* take (as they must) Jameses two' 
perinyless^daughtefsfy while John% two penny- • 
leM^ daiugl^l^rd' titke (as t^ liiifi^t) Jnnies^s 



two rich sons;. if /tbia is tbe case, wfaAl mtsmg 
Udooe to .the women ? On the contrary r is ^ 
not to do them honour to establish a cuaUM 
that makes it iwpombh that they can be mar^ 
ritA for ihor nm^ f AXi the pretty ffivh, at 
any mt^i ought to be^ I thinks for the custom 
of Normandy. 

. 218. I meaifiy that which was the custom of 
.N(xcmandy ; for, as isx as positive law can go, 
the Reyolution has destroyed this custom* All 
is now laid level. The law does^ in fact, make 
anum'^ wUlJitr }um; and it divides and sub-* 
divides bis property^ till, in some cases, a farm 
of IPO aeries 16, at the death of the owner, cut 
iq» ioio allotments of six or swen acres^^ It has 
been said^ ,tbat ^^ the law of primogeniture 
Ati^ but m^ child," and that it devotes all the 
rest, to bef^Qxyp On the other hand it is said, 
that, eyc^n if this be admitted, the, law of . pri- 
mogeniture has an advantage over the law of 
scatierimg, as it may be called; for, tliat the law 
ojf^pritno^niture has one chilc^ while the other 
lias«o ehild^ at alls that the law of primogeniture ' 
devot^ (allowing it to.do^this) to. beggary all 
b^t€ney while the law of scattering saves^wi 
onCf but; disperses the whole, and makes them 
ail beggars* For, if a man possess an estate, 
each,c)uid is J^rought up 9» the child f4 the 



iitlwk^MAlMi^t^f^k^^ Is fei^ Mt a 

' pb9i«sse9 a:^ Sii^n or t#b of aicrgs ofland ? * 

f i '9W. it* te dot ii^f^ iiiE^^ y^btuVe to sp«ak 

4etit%fi4-vlidt ite^orc^t^e; buf I tiNfUi^y oki ^11 
iMi^ 'bei^in^^Ibltiifkadc^; gr^di- lammtaltfons 
*MlCi|pf6iint of the effects of ^M^r^dltitibnary- 
4siir^i Jhef'tiAl t&e/>itliat k ^liaid mis^ersed 
nkbfidaKlNlr iif^ivtfefMHii^dd 0^ ^Bo bad 

itse0ncon'tbe^s$ime s|Ms ^t^\&(^ttLtie^', ihkvk 
isdtflgr QperdtiDg»in'lAe^g«XMWIAy';'thaeit'M9, 
Hn a 9it^ <Ugye^/ ofaang^d tile state of the 
.finoli-iniildfBgs ; thivtilt has caiised'the land' to 
;be iVfOirse<ndldvated; that ithas catii?ed gr^at 
i'lifti^^d^aitaj]^ timber tree» ; wi^ there are 
^onipB .:iH«» ido Jtot^^aeruple to 'assert, that 
fadcietjrom nRraiicJe wiD: beeei^e degraded 'in 
iihe.atreiiie^ aihte&Uielaw^be changed h^ thte 

'flespeot;-. •»•;':•') /-'^ :;-.:'.:' •> ,'::': .v, --i 

' : S^O: it tnnstf be * jconftssied^ that tfads 2au; (/ 
,scc|IMii^ natiiraHy leads'- to > diiaptdatum ' and 
-tiastei'ult h not. hatural to expeet'that ati 
'Ofiraerviif a Ifarm; for instaiiee, mriilJiaVe the 
jifimeliCctgard fer>>or coa^ider himself boand to 
.tl^^t]p^.£Ki«ft«oc«re of, Ofcelfarhilwfaick he fate 
'Pliic)i«9ed of 9(iSlgmstar^ , b^ he^ would of llie 



tilled^. ai|d whi^k b^ Iind inb^riud Ja h{s 
father's name. Nor can it be any more ex- 

.pay }1)^ same afeieDt4Qii<tP tbelNrm^i4ihift>lp 
f))^ H^W.Mi^^.or ciitup(jrt]to Ut^ sorely i«s9in< 
J^ ivri))^ a«' 1|« wmUt to ^t/V^Uch i^yttiifeh 
uma in tbQ h«tl8 of hkmi^^r jbe i» (poM. 
If V lmi^V> lMnMifllie;fiiKinfbim9e| K i& vnift 
a^ly t# >e bttill 1ddif»jMfBlfc«|i^.«r .«# lilt 
:ffo$;knig> Mft liw& te notliMifto fae^ao.wdl 
^emkiBQc} or 00' BMeh tewftlfaSM ^ he iftfiHlniGft 
.|h|c0 >tlie saiM pftintr About imldn|^ liie jseiie 
«iAto^l|llgiiqiMek-se« ttalge raii«l Ui AeU, 
.^ m planting ^itefls to be 1^ filiate cnM^ 
4»C:bi^ 4tfe}li0|f, ;wfaen he teflecto llwk.idldiesb 
.i90ttr<;et «f weUat^j comfM^ wtA fpbod ^pfeai^ 
«ii<^. m^fi in a Tff|^ Atort j^me^ ibcooBie lliie 
:j^tf»a0(MkaKi of someoiie^iHiofli lie fhnisiiotefteL 
know, and, consequently, cannot cstte.Mf 
thing about. t<V>r these reasons, as they teU 
'^e^ to MtoniA^ aUcrationi has t^eil jf^ce 
&Qlhe |>n^tJbati6oeNairaiandy,8iftot ti|«b^|$faik 
0in|p ilf tibereK^dntioBiir.ThB fanniiSienf^ ave 
iitit^J aiilUmnmiy'in ^y Aiiif Bka the mom 
^neconiAlieii that ihey^isedii* ltoy.4khaagk 
ilh^y d^n^ :iriffl iimtaMsdmem «mI tieni^c^dMlL 
^stated 14 Bmcai l%tQ |i«0yM di l|oi^M#ilil» 
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lii^bi^emoftbeir jbrins.' in aU matter^ apper^ 
<^if injp i0jbjfm9^ i^rm-lignses^ ar wlpteyer b^- 
JLo^gS; tQ^ tjlii^ pceupatioi^ of farmei^. md P<Hi(^^|7 
^f?l^ tb^Te i» tess attepl^a palid to ch/aro^ 

..321^,1 bavi» beei^ iissured, tbat^ in nianjr 
.^upilicis.pf ownei« of land, tb^ sey^ral roeoi- 
i^eni.hfive come tOtai:! s^ree^ent with ji^a(;|i 
.9thej;.t9f act. acccording jlo the agcienf custoi^ 
.and 4]^i]&. prevent the parceUiBgout of thdur 
.ettfiles and; the ^^^tu^ction of their, fej^wf^^^^ 
Thi$* f^iaif pow^iand-then take ptoce, but 5^e- 
(neprfdlj: i| cannot ; fuid it is clear, that. if th^ 
present law remain^ ihp lan4 must aU be cc^t 
up into little bits; that a farm-house must be- 
jsome a rare sight y and th^t ar tret worthj^ of 
Xhf nan^e of ^^^i; will ^carcfely be sj^i^n in |i 
•nrholf^ dliy's i^de; « . ^ 



,.; ^^.,(fo /wonder ^hat ifx^ goverifn^enp, of 
jjrai^c^^ fhoulfl bjB awiou^ to bring the country 
bi^k to something like the old laws and cus; 
.tQii)S},9^ ^ the^disposaji auddistrij^utiori of tbf 
Jlfi^dw *^uty it^V ^ ^>?^4}'by QO iQjeaps cer;p 
^iPi ,tl;)at^i$ w}lUucc€;ed |n the attejnjpt^\^^^^ 
it jfb^d tp;be about to make fort^e eife^ting 

12 



jeaTot^ at 'e^ry'prop6^hi8h T^idh seetii!| t6 

Ibpk back tlrfth totiging-eyies tc^rdsXhifetaltk 

"system. The 'toft? of primpgemtttre bai beefh s6 

ffittch ceii^ipfed, that; on!y to teflk of^ivrdu^ 

"dve Vesetitmeiif of many person^ in Franee. 

Sometlmg, however, must, sooner or Uter/ttb 

done to counteract the ktw of scattering. There 

must, ibr instance; be public foreists, or plan- 

faitions for the r^ariug of timber ; * for the latir 

^of 'pi^mogenituve is as 'necessary to m&lce 

andeni tr&^ns it h to make ancient fiimiKesr. 

Thfsl^a Subject fulf of interest,, full of Irii* 

•poitant cbnsidei-atibns, one that'I^should likfe 

to -see abfy didcnssed, but ceitamly one that t 

never bestowed a thought on, tlH^ I entered 

^WsftniOirs province of Normandy, • : 

' !^!^. It has been remarked, by some En^* 
lishitien who have been iii FVance,' that the 
French farmers have hardly any Mdms, or 
other places in which to deposit their corn. 
TTlu's h very much the case j it is so even ' in 
^ormabdy, ,though not so much so here as ik 
otiikt parts of the country. The French farm'^ 
ers db not make any large ricks of corn, as 
we do ill Eiigland. ;Tliey either put thdlr 
dbrn into small stacks, or put it away under 
the roofi erf' their catde sheds^ and other otit^ 
libuses; fnr Wbidr situation it is not seeni - h 



./.... . « . . . ^» . . •*• » - 

is, hQWQwexrt^P, cipptpm i^itk IVi^pcb. farmensjj^ 
to thrash oiit their, corn veiy sobh, A grea^ 
part of the crop is thrashed out as soon as it 
i^ h^p^ste^. , J^ckwl^eat an(| Pj^ts^ 4^Ml b^ 
siispyt believe, arie yer^rj. commtmly.^bhUHed 
^ythe^jields wfme they[aT^ jgr(m [ By, these 
ineans the, fa^n^erf^et their barm^ ii 

Smaller compas^, ancl do not requii'e so niucb 
room to house it in. This is^ as in America, the 
effect ^f cli|i)ate^or^.^baa of wy thing s^ls^. 



' • " , , ; Thuhsdat,'20Noy. 

- 324. Tte !maiiitfacturesiQf Roifen.'^id very 
ettensisre 8^4 vniridus. > Tius^eity^ although it 
(]£( situated fl^ not less, than .thirty le^guidsfroiti 
,tbe rtto'mb o€ the ; Seihe/ i^ay afibcist: be : ^id 
-tof'be a jH?dH}]orf.> .The fsa gi!ea(ee/pati(i;of. the 
;gQodacof allkindjR| #hkH are .hronghtiinto or 
-eacported tronifthd NtM-ffiern |>wrt» of Fwem^^ 
.}ia^ tBrough the^ medium of tbili pto(^% . ; AH 
ithe jaiejrtiiaiidite that tomes to PaHs, -Itom 
rHavre^;ln«stf.go.tdor past tSiis eity« And a 
Jhi^e portion of the inaBi»factuilf s, raiir matc>- 
ifials^.biiMf pfovistoVs of all kinds, tbatauSseilt 
^'ier exportaiioq to'Hatiie; frcmi, yaH&us'4}at*fs 
of tiie ll?oi)tetry> are &st bitoii^hty. by.Jbind/.to 
/,•: ^:; JJ;;.!'. .r /-•S:8 •. ; ..J.' v.-l'^ ^.T 



Roueiii.HAdare tlieti sient diq^i t^^^^ l^ein$ %6 
Havre. " " ' ' . . / ' «» ■ - • 

*; 225. Trti* population* of ftbu^n is >b6yi 
80,000 lahabitants. ' The finest qi* the dfatiithei 
here are those of fet.Oueh, St. Maclcm, and 
tii iviadeleipe*; besides which there is a Ver^ 
jfine Mil ahqient catbedrtdl: 

"226. The ctiurch called St. t^en, is one 
which has been dedicated to Oubn, who was 
Archbishop of Rouen many centuries ago. 
pUSN W4i$ born \n the environs of Soisous, and 
was elected Archbishop of this city in the 
year 640. : iie^beKane cteldualed UthM itifen- 
Hal enddsfemedis^^f obtained .'g^eBt-aiiehori^ 
dn tftflte' affiiiM*' The idifiU-^nli ftrindfistirhb 
Ivrigned^iii Fninpe^:d|ieitig thdttilueiof Otim% 
'#^re at wpv idtrith p&er waidheii, «^ the idfli*- 
'm\et it OvBW 'established peace' agafn* a^wniy 
'them*': Ipvi^npon bit retuiti^ ffx>tri> a iiegt]^ 
•clatiofi idf tbiisr puifwse, that'CMnpsi di^d>.:i{i 
i68SL-rHe is'iflbid to h^e written (be Mfe.bf 
iBi* S»LOVi which is iq Latiti.^ 'A ^oh^miocUs 
4Mtoount of the life of Sv^OuEify in jfriwill/ 
•by B.FiiAi«9oisBoitBtaTv was pnpUUi^ on 
IWHi^Tiwte n a kittle places ]iWrii|aDt>dB 
«L'Arc66r«''Wli]<^ is calkd JPorl 4b StOim. 
This place takes its iiame, no doubt, as well 






' 'iZaT*- ft would b^ somewliat ilee^ess fet tn6f 
t6' 4^scrtbe the fotin$ dn^ cereki'ofitei^ oiTftobiaa' 
CatboUc wor§lii|J. ifetiti 6ann6t help lioticln^ 
otie hn'portariC 'partiqiilAf connected with tlli 
^oing to church in\ihii countryl ' There are "nO 
pews Wiowed tp be made* Iq the 'churches here* 
llie liriests ' have henches, of large chairs; 
highljr decorated^ iq sit upon ; Vut the congr^- * 
0ati9n flqcjk atl fb^eih€^\ The stone A6ors of the 
<;hurphes are enfiriel^. open, ^n^ th^ ,Qn]f sort . 
6t seats used by those who attend th.e. service 
fire coipix^oh rus^-bottomed chairs, of Which 
tbere are a great many fcept in every cWrch, 
The chairs are piled up on one side, when 
there is jiQ service goipg on ip thp cj^prpb^so 
^hat tti^ fioor of th§ <^hUrpb is^^s ogeii f^ tha|; 
of an English barA. . A triflp of moAey i$ paid 
to m attendftnt, by the persons who asl^ foif 
fctaii'S. , Wheii people are af clmtctt, in thi^ 
country, there is no .sort of distinctfon iiia^e, 
between classes pr.r^nks. People ent^r tha 
churches at ail times, evety day in the' weefc^^ 
to say their prayers, and to jsprinkle them- 
selves with the holy-water, as they are pass- 
ing by upon business, or otherwise. There 
is nothing of that contesting for ^^ the chief 



^ecOil' at cliuiytbj as^Utpo mueh^.tlK; cii^e witli^ 
some of the most constant church-goers. M 
England. There are, indeed, no " chief seats'* 
to be found in t^e ohurches^bere,. , ]^,£ngland 
the church is^.by m^tny.fplH^ looked i^pn a^ 
a sort of theatre, or ^, place to. show p^in, 
'Xhejhesf pew seen^^ .to cqnts^ip ^heiMost pious 
worshipper^ What is, there.. more common, 
ia an English parish, than the qiiarrels; about 
the *^ best jmo'' While the.l^reuch peppJ^ 
are kneeling to expiate theijr sins upoih the 
stone floors of their churches, we forget ouij 
sins, and add to the stock, 'in, a squabble.about' 
who shall have the' gfaudiWt seat or cushion, 
^pon which* to sit' or kneef .down to protest 
t^at we are deeply iiiipress^^ feelings of 

humility/ s ' . * . "; \. , 



J. A 



. Ii28. To-day 1 saw tlie. statue . of Joan, ,ow 
Arc {La Pucelle a Orleans), who was biirWd 
^ilive in this^city liy the JEnglish, in the' year 
1430. The statue stands in a' little si^iiarel 
and upon the ve^i'y spot where she wasbiirhed. 
The figure is represented as a woman dressed 
ia military uniforna," and hblcjing a sword iii 
herhiand, , . •.•''••* 
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PRO]i(INGJB OF NQAMANJ^T. IJ^ 

.; 'l^^C7^P9ATSt--;PHOVl^C£ OF i^Qliikf .^NDy. ',' 

;23d. .Le.Verti<lis.tis(Uant consilts in nothiogt 
iiiaKf(;tiiaft a ^oiise of postiog, a Poai» mjp. 
Gmimtai,^xipQa thib road; and fioUsiers is bab 
a.litftleliaiKitet^ x>f about a ilozien.hotises. , 

. 2S0i /The coHDtiy hem is open, a«d. mtber 
flal^. eKoeptiiig a clmin of bill wjbijch nma' 
acrosscat Boissiecs* Litlle off wop^nlafid^ . but; 
a gfraaf matiy applet-trees of tb^ sipDe kiorl' 
that I bfatve before natfced. .Qi| )iiy,road..t<H 
day, Lseethe'laad plopgh^d iii.a.nii(uper (]if-: 
feretil frbm almost ahy p)ou^i|ig that I; bayei 
sben smd6 I\got.JttJ5o tfie neiglijiwr^iqoflj^f; 
E^iarre.. All ttee way from/tbat pl^pe^ jto, 
N^fchatdi w ber?ahQute, tbajand; is, jmgor, 
nfs^Jy. fifrngkei k^i the m^aiffir ie9Cfi\^di i», 
parilgr^pb 94; . Hero tfieyi plough tlie l^u^, ^^ 
wfidaiu .i^osi p^rte of. Jjgugff^j^ Jui^ wide 
ltaid»; md aWwM^gb the; faiins ^re notbU?g: 
Ito .90: Ueautiful a« tho$e in the jpte^ior-of 
N€ar»ftndy j the jloqgbipg pppu tb^pt is, f^^phi 
better done. , .; 



T- I 



iyd * A tiiini IN ^RAMc:^; 

are^ as well as those with us^ of great variety. 
Thie principal diffefencef between ih«i pfcHlhs, 
i^rtSj wagonSjlianiowsy and t6e lilce^ in f raiieey 
and such implements ini England^ is, that 
tked^ things s6em to be, in this country, on 
9cebuuc of their tKnopatatWr rhdefaeU ':of 
ftshioii^ about llie. same as I siioiild skippoaH- 
duist haveibeed used ip Ei^gilailda great mwd^y^ 
years, pfeibaps a^itut^, agsa Hkt^^iaUdgi 
iinplements here are not, generally, so heavy 
moiM. -They are nothing Ukesoneiiiay lUade, 
but answ^ their purpose pretty ne$a(if: as ypaXt 
m those of SngKsh fai-ikiers. Some i>f tfaa; 
i^oughs ttiad^ tse of in the .i|eig|ibourhoMi*o£ 
Bliailre, and iti other places wbere the Janib 
is ligbti and the cUto)ate farmer tfaani it Js> 
here, have scttrc^ty atiy tbing of a tnmtM-iioonC 
attaehed to thein. The land is h^dfyiurned^ 
oirer at alh The ploughriiiar^ gives ic^ Ik 
sbiaidw stir^ and the farmer (utililte the &r^^ 
itier in Engtaild) se^ns to pAacie mone k^^liMcer 
dn^ tfae difndte than he dons on tbi d#ptb «if{ 
th^j^o^i^ing' which hte land iteM^es^-^^-Tbe^ 
iMfiotDthg macKite is the. VMet c^pliratodi 
pieee of dfiachin^ that I see used by die^ 
French ^iht'mei's; . ai^ this i$ li^t comm^iir^ 
ainong them. . . . ; • » ,-j 

'^58*. Tbanriot <Jonv€(y W ttiblp^ cd^ 'Idfa 



of f¥feii<iK^rtalng, ^ faf- aS tOHe br fotshic^C 
^es, tl\iniif a descriptibn of a kind of gate^* 
which is veiy common ' uj)on ffirms, thrdngh- 
out tlie count;ry* The curioi^ part pf ti^is 
^te, is the upper bar of it^ which is.forpied out 
of the stem of £^ ^ood size^I (re^ tb^t[ has been.' 
felled, without cutting olff any more than jiist 
the fibrous p^]cts of its roQt; .so tbat.tf^e stoql- 
moor reipains in its rough state'; and the piece 
of timber attachi^d to it,* after being redtfced 
to thq.^ze an4 shape reouir^d, is placed, sp 
^s pi:ecisely to'bs^ance itsefi^ across pne^f the* 
gate7posts, ppon w^^ich it s^t^iogs by means of 
an iroQ pivot, driven iii^to the top of the post* 
All the minor bars, and cross-bars, are fas-* 
t^ned^ to this principal part of the gate ; and' 
the whole is balanced fcy -the siooUmooTy the 
.counteracting weight of which, at the oppo- 
site side.^^f.tbe^^it^-poat,' ke^p^.^U.^Jitp rest 
of the gate in its place. 
..■«.,"«'• . , ■ ' .■ • . , ' > 

233. Thene are s^me mfmuiaOtlMies of cot- 
ton yam, and of musliQ^ at this place. The 
men employed ki the factories earn from 25 
soli5 to 3 francs a-dtiy,'/Which, cota^dering tie 
fiiteot food and raiment, is vcryTiigti pajr. 
Neufcbatel is celebrated, throughout ^ afr» 
Prance, fcif 'a land of cheese jvhich is made^ 
Jiere^ tad wl^h is by fat the b^ that I *ave 



fpuii4^iii|pyp»rtpf tins, country, It is^ijp^de^ 
of cFeamji aa4 the. cheeses, wh^c^.^ are very 
small, sell, at market, by. th^ dq^en. A^dhxeti' 
of tjie be§t of th,ese cheeses, weighing, gene- 
rally, about 3 lbs. the dozejJv^pWs for 3 franp,' 
or njeariy.thati making; the cheese io b^ V 
franc^ or lOd Engjisb^ i^ pound.. ,^ v 

' 234. The nay iii thW part of France is very 
fine^ % Lucerne, sainfoin, and meadow^^h^ ace 
all wprth, at . retail, about 10 sous' the loite^ 
allowing the bptte to weigli' 12 lbs. This is' 
dear for France. . It is at the rate of abdut 
3J. 12«. an. English; ton.'. Much dearer than; 
the corn in Firance* However, this is tl^e^ l:^^ 
im{ pr^ce.;, [^.. '^ [,' . ; ' ."^' \. _ .\. ., \ [ '\ 

ABBEVI LLE-^PHOV^NCE OF PJtCAllD Y.* ' ' ' 

. .J -'*: fu '"• ] ? *; '.. 

{Twelve leagues from Neufchatel, through Foucar" 

fmnti!MhBngu,'«9d fifvppn&i . S ., ': 

■ ' ' ' ' .-: ': ^:: f .; -.; '!-•,.• • - • .• 

Sa,turpay.Kight, 22 Nov. 

r 28&. :TfcfL;C()jinU;y'J, have passed. oy^^r U)^ 
d^yis WDFe-jiflte^esJijig, .J^hc^Ja^^ ^jxJ^, 
otfa^r side of BlfMig^9 ^.hi$^: !^ ^^^ ^i^'^^iiY^'^' 
lage, as; ^trell;^, Fonpa^fup^tia^ 
ab9mdf» in 1^1^; <^f i6t^e,,|4?sd^jc^ 



4p^« . Bliaflg;^, situated in. a ri(5li,ValIeyi wfiichi 
lies opep for spuiiB extent, is sourroiitided by 
an immense forest of beech, called Le Forest 
d'Eau. I am told that this forest extends, in 
one direction, for as much as thirteen leagues. 
It formirafyi belonged to <tt|S^^t iM'ilQcfaes of 
t^e U^yoji k^P^jAy of the . Bourboni^ 5 but the 
grater part of it, I believe, was so disposed of 
tSa^g the Ttevbliitidn, that not much of the 
e^fifisesited property .h«s h^it regained. Tjy :its 
fdl^n^r pos^e^isovs. Tiie Dtiefaess of ^Orii^aiiis^ 
v^ho ^fpas dispossessed of tliat tpoiti6n}.of! it 
hhtchb^lin^eA to b^r, has, by^soms^meaDs^ 
sueceedied- inf getting it buck agfttn.--^I rsaw. ft 
great number of women Md' chtiUren^' in this 
tdrtst, collecting ihe^ J^ech^uis-y >K^hich fiiil 
fi^oni'-tRe tree^ aboul thi«' tkine 'of tbe yean 
They ^e^F the iM^, iktter cGilteABg^^ qiEBiilney 
of );h^m' tt^g^Mlber^ to people who make oil from 
them. 

';^36. the tbifn of AbbeVilleis situated 0*1 
ffce^rlVer Stmimd/ its pbptifatiott is IBjOOOi 
It is nearly, if not quite, upon k4^^<et<#$«b 
Xot^tri/r*, 'as a maAufkdturitiel^cfei -^Sdtoi «# 
t*he friatltifaitorles of siHf^, 1jp6(^bm eta^hs'i md 
cottons, ^^te very extensive. '^The- joumeyilliltf 
^h6 Vok to the mainnfactdi*^^ i^et &oiti'3& 



sous to 4, ii^ncs i-day.— IHie'^faic^qe^ 
sj^jimingj ami tho! looms^ are^ ahnoni vA 'd| 
IheiB, prppelled by the Docket of stearfi. " \ ' 



.' (kight'lekg'uesfrok Ahhe'oilU, thrcmgh HaHekyJ' 

- .. V> ;. SUMPAY NUBHTB, ^.XoXf 

287.i t ciBtt enQily j^eroeiye tb^ I am 4inmg 
a 4diffi?itoi] t sort o£ .pHopU herfi^ frpni ^of^. (;^| 
i have Jeft i^ Narmandy* i reppgaine ,j(h^ 
fame kifuL of . do|wll5iUHii(e& H^ ,X:9fli^.fip) I 
«reat tttfeugh ,Ail» ptoYmpe :^ tl)at ^ ^i^ 
mtdfto J^Mi /Sim iiiHo ^HU^^nf^.i^f^i^Vm 

camfortiblpc^^ bul< ihw^fyf^ af^e at ^rxffff::^ 
are of idieiaiteniid ^pj^lmtiQni^^p^^/n^Mff^^ 

f ' : ...» 

238.' From Abbeville to this place the 

i*Hi»»y*9 y^ry mw??^ tfi« sftmp,9s<ih%ii be- 
Wee,il'St« Qai^ir^$,^nd S|. Ppl. The Id^ik 
dlWgMfl gq^ pui flatly yevy^^itde eafjloseij^ 
1»4: Wlboiiyt *^'y qC that beauty of variety 
Vlmfy \^qn§^thJl^orsfi9i^ii^y^,M^ wd Toui.; 
mm0 . . TJH^re ?^e 90 watipr mei^dows hercj^ 
^<Y«^ fyw be^^T^w^i. and bnt little wo^ 
land. 



'2». <iarfcliy 6 but ^'li«le'V!1Ja^e:' Hi-Mhlj\> 
the population of whicli is about 6000, fe the ' 
strongest fortified town that I have passed, 
thifougilfi. 'The rahipar'tsrt)f ihe town are Very 
hi^h. thi' place is so fcr ^^rded by the ' 
water which floWs ^\l fqutid it, that yoU can-' 
n6't uppttoach ihe^'town without first cr6i41iig^" 
oiie'of th6 long bridges that lead td the gaWiy * 
wkys/ "f he wet ditcfies and the watiNiivea- -* 
ddt^rs^liy which the Hown ii surrdunded* and » 
which contain a gre'At quantity df sthgnantf* 
water, are said ■ to render this sStuatibntiUi^ * 
healttt.* .' • * " •'^ '••••''"«^ 

S40. ^he faeV^^hiefly made Meof ib^Aie^ 
p^6pte abio^t here; \i t^t^^tfeai. iPaatis"^ 
much burned in those parts of Franc«>i4ii*" 
which there is less Wood to be gotten, and 
wiereWateV-ittkdQsirii^wiiM'slrydaai^^ 

* ' sAlNT diiBR-i~prioViNcii bf A^rrWhsr.' * * • 

,v ; . •;} • . ♦jr'"» : ' : i 1 . ■ • ,'. * ' :».; <>- 

■•■"•'> '•'•^' ' •• koiibATNiOHtJlMilfim. I 

'241. On leaving Hesdip,* I passed 'through' 

a fa?;es<, which belob§;s to the kirig^ and is of" 

copi^Jera^le .fexient.'. The land herel.ii'^bod; ' 

The iface of the country is tiiucli th^safiie as'^ 



tlmt w^ch. I had ia:<view from' Cf^apfajr to 

24Si* The farmers here make ^reat use o(., 
chjalk. I see the people diigging it o^t o^ little . 
weUfi^ wl^k they siuk in the fields,- the Jquh*., 
datian of the 9oiI ^f which isy aboMt ber^t .u . 
CQmplete b^d of chalk, or luarL Tbe;^ dig 
a hpl0y $iifficieDtl7 larg(& to supply m^mre for , 
about half ^n acre of iaad^ and carry. out the. 
c^f^Ik ill baskeUf and layat, as we do in £n^.. 
gland, in heaps. Their haviog to canyali^. 
the chalk by hand, induces them to dig many r 
boles, or wells, in the chalking of a large '. 
MUL, fdr Ibe aake of ^al^iitg Jajtiotir. ; fFqmm, 
as Hvell as laen,. are ^pg^ged 4fi this «ort of . 

WOrki. •; • ■ • , . i 



.S4S. There: Jure ^q cop^ge^ in Fri^ioe, I.^ 
niean> by cottages, such dwellings as those 
which are inhabited by the families of la- 
bourers in England. If happiness be essential 
to the existenci^ of these cottages, ..w|iich .have 
so much interested travellers in our country, 
and iirhieh mak^ us delighted with country 
life;, these cottages, whid) form so b^autifi|l 
afeatuice intjie rural part of our afiairs, ' that 
evfjq opr, poets have loved to dwell >^p6u the ' 
subject : if happiness in the inmates be i;;di^r ! 



make us fear that some Frenchinaa may yet 
Jb^Vi^jtO; t^yji^ f:oun^ryjpeii,y^4iat 

l^jj^^. I caji^ .dec^e ,ia fovoijr : et nxy..^<i^i^ 
cqs^nt^^fa^ccqg^^ ojf the| 

^fi^pi^^ tliere;is.]}o oiijig^. wl4cb,doe$.Iic^.^ 
hmfmr. tj^i tUatwhich cqpyejff its/idef^ia.tb?: 
)iafxie^o|B fpUag^ rTh^ Ft^iik^ t^e^j^yrQiOi 
b^fijr^ipiito ti^fjat^ t)^is .moie. !fh^' C9ii% 
Cjci^tagefi f^i£att»; v^]^i<^ neans^; s^ijc^tly^peakrT 
iHig,; jCtt^yi. , M. What; w^: : HWa.jjiy tba, wrijl 

fjcqpfifi(^ag0. It has, Taytt^r, a w«g-aite W^»- 

stance^ of the thing which is made as ashelt<^ 
for themselves by people who have been sbip- 
x^rr^ked ^yppu »» desert coast ;, a^d^ r^ly^^lhe 
caifin^ pf . a, , pe^flt 4q« Picardy. b^ai> i»dre ^^ 
l^eipblaiice^ to. saoi^thkig . erected ui^der ^ucb 
cjLfpill^stfi^es^itbaii it do^ tp tii^e pretty c«;t:^ 
"^^uf^ fij^ ii^glish ,laho:nrer, tji^, iiiteiior qf 
whiob ^3^ins :lto <;oiirt ^comfppt ^l^raqgh. tl}^ 
Xipf^^i;^^ 9f ckaojiiness 1^ ^^^.anflia jErp,]^ 
pSf i^C' dpdr-wayofv^^ your oftip^ej: see. a 
X^\\^hem^^ th»i> jas U $l>je 



' 1144. ^e TkeBty Ae Jhw^-^ dtkth^p&i 

wj It wotild iertB, ' peculiai* ta Ehgltiind; fcfe-^ 
I'bai^e alWftys lizard of thd^diigMH dodt-wajprf 
6r tfce ^dTretttiigs iof the; iScotch- and thth tet-i 
ftmfen?;' and'T can ttfysrff ^dk asto tlioSii 
of* the BViteerf Sftf^^* 6f ifiwcKcar, ^fthere tlid 
feirtnerVery seldoiit sfeenri to cire a great dleat 
aboii\; the iieithess bf^Hb rarrf afcihb gatdfenj 
but, where the mete labourer, thoii^ he eahi^tt 
dbllar a-day, and dat Mealf; tUreer tihreis a-'da^^ 
has, tfe geneA^ a hble to Kve hi that th^ 
pmtkst 6( ohr English labourers • yotrt* bfe 
asbahied At. 'li\k genferaHy k ^ daVM^- ihWd8 
df bo^trdfe^ ' wiifliotit ' M^ *garderi> m ari;^ tWH^ 
that feeems to hdfy that It k the' aJSBdii of cc^toii 

' 1^45: !But, notwithstanding thfis slovenliness^ 
(^d American labourer is much' Aiff^ dj^thail, 
oursl Ancl so Is 't!he French Isttroiirer. Hli 
fabhd are wliat we call sldveirly ^ but h6 ha* 
A6ver l^hown'the eontrai^;* ■By' thfe ifde 6^ 
the dbsciirest lanes ih En^aW you wflV seiS 
ib^ itoc(^t bekutiflil apwer-garderis, "yifHU ' If ttlfc 
gravel or saiid 'waits, befdre little, old, cot- 
tages.' ' 'lliese s^rdem are ndt intended 'ili)»r 



oviHiers.. itfsiaste; ^IrKabit'; liioiH^'idfiiliV'^* 
able, ibost merftbrfous^, ftieser are;^ l)tj<,'th6*^' * 
toHHiom th^y arfe iittkiiotni do ttot e3tpei'lferrc'^'^ 
tKdwantoftbeirti 'V • •' '/''*' 

246.' We^tfeiibfe Tabouret ?s b^Mer ftd iHatl' ' 
the 'Bnglfi^b labourer* now ij^. lie is bfe(!tei*^^ 
c\(MeA tob'i ^ ttfe '^f bcA: *oP dotbes? ife 'greater.^ 
HfiS^ Ibody !s ti(it expogecf, • ^ the borfie^ of li^I 
lafgfe ^jiiirtion of* btrr febouref s bp^w^ ari^. ''^IftS** 
is" lAore dirty i**bbt' not so liiggedj l^ss ViiSit^''* 
abotir bis d#feil!^^^^ 
tJtoJe^^^he yjUaiititfy bf food. • • '■ "[ ''■ '''' ^'^' 'f^-'; 

'^^7. I 6i<V, to-d^y, sfevefal m6n and w6^en* 
dlg^ng/iogtthe'r; in the open Q'eld^/witft &''^ • 
spa4e (the ordinary spade m^dfe *tise 8f '^iii'; 
Fi*ancei/ wbrch bad W longTi^n^^' kndf tvi^^ 
very, riiuct like the' p^rrqw §pad^ which" i^' 
njade lis^blf in drafwi^ lii' Epgl^nd;*'^'*1Pte | 
wotri^b^d^^ 'nncanipibiijy >etf: ' tbby .'itUc:!:/ 
tfie* spade .into die g^roiipd, witliout pi|/ting' 
th^ir foot upon it a? all, and threw over 'tfi^'^^ 
{h\\ spits of this' heav/ soil, as quiclc, and w^tb.^ 
as'nlueh apparent ease to ttiem^el've^ ais, the'* 
rt'^ti'did Wbg wbrked.a^ongside of them.f.^r^ * 
'ground thattbe^fe people were digging was a 
liule plat, which, in'exchange for services' 



nndptf^tta.^Upd^ff^net, orA par^ of tbe 
money paid. tbem for such services^' they were, 
enabled to rent* It is«coimnoii tbin^^ here, . 
for a labourer to be tbe reiitei'.pf a little piece 
of land, in this way. Ins:tead of being em- 
ployed in such toilsome labour, the women, if 
theybiid beea the wives or daughters- of £0^ 
glish labourers, would have been at •Aoiiie>at-' ^ 
tending tO; the slate .of their cottages^ and , 
preserving that general &y$ten> of neatness and ^ 
of^jer, which makes so great a difference be- 
tween tbe Englishman's c^/za^e and the 
- Frenebniau's caban, — Of the food of the French 
peasant bread is a principal article $ and it is^ 
in France, as it appears natural that it siumld 
b^, the iao$t abundant article in. the rway 4>f 
food. All sor-ts ofi vegetables, in this> country^, 
give way ^p bread., .A le^s quantity of meat 
ie( requisite to a French labourer^ iI^q what . 
labourers (when they caii get it) are Used to , 
consume in England- The economy in cooking 
het'Cris sucb> that the same quantity o( animal 
fqod which we eat in England would feed al- 
m6sjt double tlie pumbi^r pf persons jxx Frapce. , 
Soup is a food of which the French are ap 
fonci^ that they can scarcely bear to go witfir 
o)it it. \ The best, isoup they like ' bes^ y biil^ , 
tliey like soup, in general, so muctb, tl^at evefi^ 
smp.7mjigre\^heitev to l^m than no/, soup rftt.' 



Mi Tbef^reticli do tie« cook iio 'mf^Iisf^t 
in'kk'ge pw€ei*Bi3l^^ Ho y'thtf^t^Uiip into 
^aH Mte, e^d stew, or frica^e ily^'ttiOBtl frie* 

ttiemyito doubt, ^foiif bfts l^d^a ih^ ^uppo- 
i^liofii wliii«h I «jh> no€ tbih1k><^f0IHMkW|'^t^ 
fM^Ar^Aefa are more abatin^nt wUb rogurd'^ 
'm^atthfehi^e'fife. ' : •• i ' 






; S^8. The cAukc of my rehiaining so lonjf a ' 
thn^ asM-fefe dlAys at St. Ofhert has been the 
disfebveiy^bf soi^^ oW frietids tiPfrffMt^tf^^ 
^rt^h Wbbnl ;he- resided (en pehsidiiy alMit 
%iiirtf years agoi'vrtien Ire was in'this coferiify. 
I eniJearotired t6 fidd thiein kk'l Weht thiiMgh 
■fi'ere before, but without ^^^^ ^ Ai^^SoOn-as 

i gfet back bete hgain I matfe fiiirthfer iieftpcti, 
and at last found the/m out. ^ * i. i 

249; I have not, till this tline, bad anf %p« 
^^KJdpfniiUy of being in Priench Court of' Ms-. 
"^ iihe. On W^dfifesdajpthere^was a court skflifg, 
At ifcte place/ to try crtttinajfe, ^ at which I at- 
tended. ' I witnesseft 6rie tridV* which was 
^iSidt of a ^ub^ vt^n^ 



0490 . ^ .4tliP«-l« FIMMK^ 

.ui«h<*Mif bbPoHioPd ofSX^fiA^^ tli^x^hflrge 

. hut it'ira^ 0te»rly: i^rove^ that 6l)e wa^ guiUf ; 

jMuilbi^ Maift tiraaoMtamn wrg^d \n hex {9^ 
jmmi «fi»^.)tl«( «f tec (Q0t.biivitig ^JL^a l)ie 
.ttkiwifUnHg i^fe i^grM> but in Hie. dwHitmf^^y.iTMf^ 

iFDeDohilMf does pot.pPDJ^b th^ cripj^pf ^ft 
with so much severity wbw .^p^mm^d |n 
tbe day-time, as it does when committed 
during the night. The^law, it appeared, had 
not specified tbe exact difference between the 

ytiiQf <>£ the da; and that of tbe night. The 
lawyer wbff iek»4f^ Qv who wished to miti- 

]. ^^ the imuubmeut x>ig(, the^wpman^ ar^ed^ 

;.lbat9 a* sba bad.at^leatbe pq^ at tifee i^'cl^pk 

,.4ei5^d 1^ bavipg been coHunitiied jift l^e dl^- 

. .^Wi9* - But. ,ih¥ .^hlef Juc^^ ifiteriu'^t^ ; jd^e 

,ilW: rtiff/??Wt*Xi ,.Wf|, ^4 «P.iJ^in« wifb 

, itb«. j?^l of..tbo«^ who ^^e>^^po^,^b^^hfpf^, 

^' 4/9f»4ed )^fU i^he> cow ^ bad . lieen istoJien in , t^e 

nighty and sentesuQi^d.Xb^ |rp|n^ Uf ^hkiefn 

fnmth's imprisonmene. The prisoner, during 

./j*n,*rif^U'sat iK^tjf fell two g/su dyrwc* (who 

.iifp pfla^rs pf pp^qe, J h\»t drease^ ,in C(Vj9{40te 

^t4wli^afy,,.^)A>W which VTfs 

.Vale!vs^t«A ;{r»jp,.tbe: Aw |tf ^ IfttJe phu^rm, 

..WUffi irjiicji. 1^er§^^ ak irop faihi^g^. pn 



^tsf^YfLWCij^t Ati4«tiPQ^!eifd0f Hie fOdnkivAk 
^^ h^o^h^ ' %ijfs^i whicb .there ^wete^ I . thiok, 
.^N^i^f^^i .1^1 of wbcan wore Uaok fgMnii, 
^AHWk .l{ke::the'gami0 mfmk.\\3sj mm Ja#^en^ 
J^V^^exA^Aiam cHurt bavlDgTi; brides this, 
9ll scurlet aevrf i^Tior Jib. dMUldck:s)rb}r.n^:^ 
!#lippfi0ei t>f.^iMiwtkin^. !Th» >la«^ert; hdse dp 
IdPt Wf«ir ^9^ They wenR* jwdJEf^^ «»* «U, 
a -enriojis iort of cap^ wfaiciii is.; high Upoh 
!th/e|r hen^i M(d vomh wider round db cfafe 
top of the crown thian it is at. die bottapi^. iii^ 
creasing gradually in widtb^ as it runs up. It 
hB^ W#if%; lite <jlia^}0f a OQHitnGfii baV but, 
lOjfll^^tbeF re3p^(^ it is rety nearly of ttte 
f^pie shjipiai ^ tbe* bafc9 whieb have^ of / late, 
A»ec«» W^'^ iigr^be cteradjef of Londbni; iwaSf 
^iJl^; i|4mdy>8 Jiat, with, the ifimiaft;!!^ ' The 
.eftp iiP» 0rdic(9rily^ made of 4>kipk elotU|:ilnft 
jPibiit'<»f the pi^dMlI^of blac^k vMi^^ ai^ blis 
j»|1hib4 9f)gol4iaoe)rQuiid'iJke:k^^ jpatt nf Jl. 

'/.a^.'yPrimils ^e bytio mean fofiwqqeni 
k^'lPtmrn^ io ^Skiglaad. . Acvaaiding w\^^ 
jpMPWia ffrbt^ I liavfe receiir«d id four of (b^ 
j^0piii^t0l^ats tbrougfa wfaidi I hate fiaiMd, 
tft^re dna not htU/sbmOMf primiiir* in Stlm^ 
Jbs.inJSbgbijfd abA^;»t^ali0b ihejpopfalaiidnof 
Ponte is abilufeiAmlariw iAi^ «of /Bbl^dd 



>Tkb hmiiidittifeboiyi aM^ iild^/ W i^; k 

Ac tlie^etA€T>par^.coR^liml5^^<tiflferitisf A^ 
.iMitkt. '' Hietf, tbene Is %\^ fditite dttUfite'SW MI^ 

^i»lii€h IdK Frenefc do/ih iilfiatiy, k 
.fliingp. 'Ooiy 4i^/(filfeifSons have lyeie^^ exietutM 
fia Fails duiing'^ilfae \m^ ibiree y^f¥. - Ata^l 
'iidniDn : .the bloa().of^bo# niMy ^ sUti)^^ 
•^ur>paVeifaeiiti!'>' -^ -''-^ •••' ' ' '•' '• • \' ^ 



," /'.'I 



/ 25Jt. Tbtt happy stated die p^5p^feWafki^s 
«tite iandfyxyf Qourboir aectii*e. I- haVe iidW 
^tttKielM'^ft'i^resi* "dtstai^e'iti Fl>lknbe*; havt 
faooD intalfaiasi allsapte ofcc^ p^- j' hate^^^ 
iio>eatra]kit>in aaydilmpadyy iinii'tiW^^ bave 
jbebniioiie ekpMBsion ho$AU tO'l^ B6iiirb4«9. 
;£dG^ ttdk!freel]r$ ahdi li^^ireqaetitly liifitii 
.Ibtoi: talk about \tte:Spailiidiwai% j(^ii«!^j> 
however^ as a matter of mere news; and^ thts 
jjopreoBSon upon mjr TO.ind is; thllt'tlite people 
•iHigienc^lcaffe: very little aboat wtiac^ wid' ciA 
fio^fff. I They seem to havfcheb4»''ktiMim'wlli«; 
yfw i^fore itlie Revduiipn; and, theyse^ 
pieistaftly well .sati^i9i.ed with the i^etolt ^ M. 
Jf I rbad mfna «Hth ^<4itloian8^ a)t Pkri^^I 
Ubifl^thAvi^heaM what woUld'faaveileii^K^ a 



diffefeat C9fi6lpgj^a j ;>u^ I tq^ tlift^iiinatUr 
^ity as I found it;- jaod I bavp bei^ Mt dtmu. 
the result pf iqjr. observatiqvp^ . ^i - . i 

..252» I was prepftre^ fpr^aomf! inarka of that 
prejudicey said to exist here against the EngtUh^ 
Few piersona t^ye, I bel|eye,j^tl^MVl.A<Sf^) 
taken me for ^any tbi^ng jt^ut an EngUsbpis^ili'; 
and» during the whole of iny JQur^ey^ I:haii^ 
met with pot a bit. more rudene% p^hCt^.Qt 
locivilityi thaxi I should have 4>e^9;Jiiable.tO!lf 
t had beea travelling |n £ug)and< 1 

. ; - •'^ . r ; ,,.«•.«'..'..• 

253. I h^d ieod Mr, Abtbvi^, YoW!b-« ac* 
count of bad rooms^ bad beds, nasty servaotts^ 
and the like. I b?ive met w^di iioqe of. tl\e«e« 
Frequently no^ ^*ne; but seldom indeed. »ot 
good. Plenty of good food .always, for hotse 
as well as for man/ and never apy thing like 
impatien(5e or ill-temper. in th^ servantSt, .Say 
others what they please z I ?ay a* n^o^d <JivUh 
agreeable, and honest jpeople. .. ; ' 

* 254. The people se^m to me to think very 
little about the taxes ; and>| indeed, it is not 
very easy to meet with a person who mi t^ll 
you any thing about them. It is curious, that 
there is ju9t the same talk of ^. vast ina^eMe qf 
population here that there is ip Epghmd* 



T^retyhody 4hBt you talk td on^ the subject; 
aeems to tak^ ic for granted^ that France i& 
much more popiikmstfaan sfa^ Was a few 
years ago. Has England caught this strange 
^him from France; or France from'En^land. 

2S$. I have been very ^uch pleased* With 
the state of reUgiaus affairs in France. Here 
appear to be no disputes between the people 
Md the priests ; and, as far as t can perceive, 
there is but one kind of religion; which must, 
I think, be a great advantage to all parties. 
Which Is. right and- which is wrong of the 
many^kinds of -religion in England^ I shall 
not take '.upon me to decide'; bnt, I must 
say, that I here : witness the happy effects of 
there being only one hind. The priests every 
where- seem to be a very modest and unasr 
suming set of men. They are appointed to 
their parishes by the Bishops. They do not 
lead lazy lives. They visit, and diligently 
visit, every sick person. They are in their 
churches, on many of the days of every month, 
i^oon Rafter daylight. On Sundays they ge- 
nerally My mass three times. 'They teach all 
the • children^ their i*e1igious duties. - For this 
, purpo^ they have them assembled in the 
church iteelf,- on certain days, and mostly at a 
very early hour in the morning, which must 



piiO¥tNef or Aftfois. 4l9& 

have an Excellent effect on t|ie<tiiora|hi of' tlie 
ebtldren. There are hod^ of die people too 
poor to be noticed^ and in the kindest mano«# 
too^byr tlMse priettsi^ who reaUy i^pear to an- 
swer to the appellation of pastor. . 

> i{5&. Nerprv -while tliis is the case, wilt any 
iking resemUing onr Method^ Meetings ri1»e 
up here. /It is certainly a great feather in^lbe 
cap of the Catholic Church, that France has 
returned to 4ier with so much unanimity ; 
and that, too, \withcui any Jhrce, without, any 
attempt at force, and without any posrible 
nioii^ in the mass of the people except (fc$!t 
iof a, belief in the truth of her doctrines. Bui, 
las fitr as 1 can venture to speak, I must say, 
that I think, that the gentle, the amiable^ the 
kind, the humble, the truly pious conduct of 
the priests is the great ciiuse of that strdng 
.httachment which the Catholics every where 
bear to their church. 1 give, as it becomes 
•me, this opinion wjth great deference to th^e 
judgment of the reader; but, bare justice 
to these priests compels me to say, that I see 
them. every where held in high esteem, and, 
that tiiey seem to. me n6t to be esteemed be- 
yond their merits. Let the reader sup{k)$e 
taoBnglish parson (and there maj^ be such >an 
o&e in England), abstaining from marriage hi 



order thil be nay devote bin whole time and 
•ffeeitioii to bbjBook ; let the reader Auppo«^ 
Woi viflitiiig .apery »i(bk person in bis parisb, 
present at <every death in it^ eomfortinl: the 
dying, consoling the aurvivorfi.; let the reader 
suppose such ^ parson teaching every child in, 
the parish^ts rellgidus duties^ convei^ng with 
tftch almost daily ; let the reader suppose such 
a parson,, and can he nippos^ that the people 
of tbift peabii Would ever run after a MeihoT 
4iMtf The great thing is^ however, that the 
people aM ^ore sober, honest, and happy ia 
'OOQseqiienee of having this kind and zealous 
pansoD;. This is the great thing to think of; 
.and, it .appears to me th»t, in tliis respect, 
JPranee is, at this time, in a very excetlei^t 
state. 

257. The giving of credit is much less in 
fashion in France than in JCngland. Indeed 
the laws of France discourage it : wisely, in 
my opinion; but they do it at any rate. 
Traders must have a licence from the govern- 
ment to carry on their trades; but, this is 
not necessary si)C ihey do not deol m, cr^dt^. 
If they have not the licence they cannot be sued 
for debts contracted in their business; and 
camot'suB for debts contracted with them by 
others. I^ therefore, they choosy to deal 



PIIOYIMOV cor AliXOUR* 197 

solely for ready money, they need noUcence* 
The licence operates, therefore^ as a tax on^ 
givi9g andi, ta/d'ng credit. Several peraon% with 
whom I have conversed in France, think this 
tax a ^ery wise measure; and I havje generally 
found, that there is, ii| this country, a rooted 
dislike to adventurous deialings; or, as the 
canjt term is, gpecul^ti^. ; This di^ike to 
gambling trade makes (Commerce less; showy, 
hut much more solid, Adyenturo\is defiliugs. 
certainly are not quite free from, dishonest m^ 
tention. The habit of i;arrying.on such.deak 
ings tendsf, I am disposed to.tlijnk^, to wear 
away whatever it finds, of steady, industry and 
honesty. The honesty of the French in all 
their dealings a their punctuality in joying 
their debts ; their great dislike to be in debt : 
these are acknowledged by all who. know 
them, and who are just : jand these make: up 
fiNT mrany and many little faults. 



f^ALAIS-^PROVINCB O^ ARTOIS. .,.,• 

• (Ten leaguetfrom St. Omers,) 

FaiDAY, 28 Nov» 

858. Here I am again, with the white cliflb 

fif Eaglandohce more in my sight, aftc^r having 
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been seVen weeks and two days in France, 
muA having travelled over much abovft eighi 
hundred EngUsh miles. Let me, then, look at' 
mj pursej and count the cost of this moist 
agreeable and instructive ride. FroA ray 
landing at this place, onfthe 9th of October; 
to my entry into it again this day, my whole 
tependituf-e has been I6i. lOs. 9id. or 390 
francs, 18§ sous ; .or, six shiUings and sevdv^ 
p^ce a-day for me arid my horse ; inclfiding, 
however, nearly a pound sterling oh account 
of my bourse's cutting of his foot. I have not 
tried to be eating. I have lived -very well j 
always put up at the best inns i eaten atid; 
dnittk as others did ; ' have been rather liberal 
ihaa otherwise to servants 5 and have a' horse 
full as fiit as when I landed him. These ex^ 
pehsifs, pet^ day, for myself and horse, are not 
tetich more than the amount of the day^s 
wages of a labourer at New York. When w€ 
look at these ^expenses, we cannot wonder 
that so many English people are now in 
France ; indeed, the wqnder is, that thousands 
more are not here. 

,' ••> • _ 

259. I 'cannot Idok across the Channel 
without contrasting the stir, the bustle, the 
energetic motions, and the anxious looks, that 
1 shall thei'e again behold, with the tranquil 
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and happy carelessness of the scenes that I 
leave behind me. There seems to be more 
energy^ more force^ more fanman power, ex- 
isting in one mile of England them in all 
France, The difference is perfectly surpris- ' 
ing;' but, it by no means follows^; that tl^e 
latter country has not^ mile for mile^ as much 
of sQtidimans as the former. France has just 
sbown^ that she can send forth immense ^Xr 
mies without the effect being felt by, and ^ 
without the fact being scarceljt known to^ the 
mass of the people. The Spanish war seems 
to have disturbed nobody audi nothiiig.'. A* 
few years ^ ago it was supposed by many .in. 
England, that, the energies of France were 
subdued lor ever. Thj^se who .tboi^pht. ihxto 
had not seen^ France ; or^ bad not^: at lewir^ 
duly estimated, her immense resourcies. I 
pray to God, that those resources may never 
make her a match for Epgland; but it 
is not th^ part pf prudencfe oir .of valiour^ to 
sbut'our eyes to danger^ or to under-mle that 
agaiost whictt we^hidl^ sooner o^ iaitfir, .have 
to contend, r 
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A GEMISIIAI. VIBW OF TiUB FiNANCBS OF FRANCE. 

• . S60. 1 fbund'it very cllffictiU to get any puit^ 
limdons on the Finances 5 btit, 1 was, by- a 
gantleman a<[ P^ris, assisted in getting at do-^ 
^up]«nts to ebable nie to make tbe following 
statenient of i^cieipts and expenditures for the 
'yeArdS22 5 and this statenient is,^l am satis- 
ti«(^' eorrect as to all material points. 

i^ 2SJ.^lketa3Sit^ ai^^^j. A detect tax Onlknd'; 

tr^id^^Ahfii is to sd^y, licences; 4. Stamp taxes; 
6;^ CUilpnir/ ^61 BJtdse. All governments seein 
.16 hkt^e ttie ^t^ taste as to taxation. ' Thfc 
ZAmeiiean Congress Mve not> a^ yet, come^ to }k 
settled emAse iasf; bill they biavie been nibbling * 
lit It two dr tb^ee times.- They have beeb 
thmwing ir> )I8 if^Snf ^dirty bverihe necks df 
the pMptey md^tt^nyMieii the people began 
tiyiioh ty6ss^ pulled It <«yr^y agam, prietendiiig 
they were jofctng .' In case of anotter wat,'lt 
will, ])erhaps, be fastened round their necks 
forever. 
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KBCilPTS lOR 1822. 

Francs. Stirling, 

From land aad Unded income JI7S,poo,000. . . . 11,400,(KKI 

Fersoni and moveablei ...... 41,000,000. . . . 1,700,000 

Tradca ;.... ' 11,000,000.... 1,800,000 

Stampi...., 157,000,000.... 6,60O,QO0 

Customs and Excise 268,000,000.... 11,100»000 

F. 770,000,000 £82,000,000^ 



BXPKNDITURB FOR 1822. 

' * Ftameg. » StirUmg, 

Debt(PiibMc) 178,000,000.... 7,400,000 

Iloyal Family.... 84,000,000.... 1,400,000 

Ministry of Justice i . . -v 17,000,000. . . . 700,000 

Pensions in this Department J 826,000. . . . 14,000 

Foreign Affairr. 6,0(k),000. . . . 240,000 

Interior (ordinary service) . . *) 11,100,000 "... 460,000 

Pensions in this Department j 680,000. . . . 24,000 

TheChurdi 28^00,000.... 976,000 

Public, Works, Roads, and 

Bridj^es 81,000,000«.;. l,S0O,00l» 

Charitable Institutions 2,200,000,.,, 91,000 

Continsehcies' 83,600,000 .... 1,390,000 

W^r^active service) ........ 173,200,000.... 7,200,000 

Half Pay .,. 16,000,000.... 660,000 

Marine 62,000,000 .... 2,200,000 

^ Ministry of Finance. 76,000,000. ... 3,100,000 

Charges of Collection and Ma- 

inagement 116,600,000.... 4,812^000 

\ . - . 

' F. 769,806,000 £31,966,000. 

■ ^. 

k5 
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262., The readier will please to observe, that, 
in turning tiie friincsiQto pounds, I have not 
carried the calculations fiirther than the first 
two or three figures towards the right hand. 
If the calculations had been carried quite out, 
thetotals^ under the heads of seerZing, would 
have been a little different from what they 
now are. This is, however, of no conse- 
quen<;e. ^ The above is quite nice enough for 
every usefiil purpose. 

26S. This statement offers matter for Inte- 
resting observation, particularly in a campa^ 
r^ee point of, view. The French say, that 
they have thirty millions ofpefsms from whom 
tocollectthis revenue. TheCAurcRi we see, costs 
these th i rty millions of persons only nine hundred 
^nd seventy-Jive thousand fnmnds a-year; white 
an army, a division of which is fit to invade 
and over-run Spain, costs but siBven millions 
ek-yeat ; which is not a third more tbaii that 
stngular body in £ngland, which is, with much 
greater propriety than eleganpe, much more 
truth than prudence, called The Dead fFeight. 
Reflections I must, however^ leave. to the' 
reader^ contenting myself with the hope that , 
the facts which I have brought together may <- 
be found to be not wholly destitute of utility^ 

THB END. ' , 
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ERRATUM. 

lo paragraph 120, for P&rte aux Chevaux, read Pa^ie 
anx Chevaux, 
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